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Tonight‘s programme

1. Tom O'Dea (Esher Sixth Form College Alumnus) from our work experience 
partners 8 Billion Ideas: The Internship 2026

2. Anna Young, Esher Sixth Form College: Applying to university - context ỳ 
Higher Education in the UK 2027 

3. Martin Bancroft, Schools and Colleges Liaison Officer, Nottingham Trent 
University: How to support your student to choose a university and course

4. Anna Young, The UCAS application process at Esher Sixth Form College

Time allowing, we will take quick questions at the end

Slides will be sent out to all parents



Tom O'Dea - 8 Billionideas



Higher Education in 2027: Context

Anna Young

Director of Progression Guidance

progression@esher.ac.uk  
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The current Higher Education climate

The number of 18 

years olds in the 

UK is climbing

Source: HESA 









Current Higher Education climate

• Numbers of 18 year olds peak in 2029/30

• Places at top universities are competitive

• Plan 2 student loans in the news – concerns about student finance

• There are many careers which still require a degree

• Graduates earn more: HESA reports the median average between £30,000 - 
£32,999

• You enjoy studying and want to continue!





Talks on Finance coming up

• Monday 23 March – Applying to University with Additional 
Needs and Disabilities, Harriet Canon, Leeds University, 
5pm TEAMS.

• Monday May 4 – Student Finance Talk for 6.1 parents, link 
will be sent after Easter



How to support your student to choose a 
university and a course

Martin Bancroft, Nottingham Trent  University



The UCAS application process at 
Esher Sixth Form College

Anna Young

Director of Progression Guidance

progression@esher.ac.uk  
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Confirm on 

results day
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How does Esher SFC support students?



• An invaluable source of information, as well as the method 
by which applications are made 

UCAS Hub



Create UCAS hub account and register

• On After Esher Day (2 July 2026)

• Create a UCAS hub account

• Link application to ESFC with a buzzword

• Complete all personal details (harder than you think!) - this includes entering 
qualifications accurately!

• Students must carefully check their form – there is help available but it is their 
responsibility
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How does Esher SFC support students?



• Last year saw the implementation of new personal statement guidance  

• Little/no material difference in content, but students are being given more 
help with structure 

• Use personal statement tool on Unifrog (destinations platform)

• Every draft saved so tutor can see it to give feedback

• Students will get input on this on After Esher Day (2 July)

• First part of 6.2 autumn term tutorial sessions are focused on the personal 
statement

Personal statement



New style personal statement

The new personal statement questions:

• Question 1: Why do you want to study this course or subject?

• Question 2: How have your qualifications and studies helped you to 
prepare for this course or subject?

• Question 3: What else have you done to prepare outside of 
education, and why are these experiences useful?



Beware!
Do not be tempted to ‘buy’ a 

personal statement – plagiarism 

software will detect

AI can be used responsibly to 

provide a framework or to check 

grammar– however it can 

produce vague, inaccurate 

material and there are privacy 

concerns. Admissions tutors 

say they can tell!

It is a personal statement



Help to choose

• 5 choices – except for medicine and vets (4 +1)

• Some choices can be added later but we generally advise against this

• Advice: 2 or 3 aspirational, 1 or 2 solid and 1 safe (UCAS grades ỳ after 
summer exams)

• If you are overly aspirational you might be disappointed

• Historic entry grades data can be very useful as is the Unifrog ‘UK 
Universities tool’

• Subjects and institutions vary – research is essential



UCAS Historic entry data tool

Biomedical Sciences 

at Bath



UCAS Historic entry data tool

• Published entry requirement may be different to grades on entry 

• Modern Languages at Leeds: offer ABB; only 42% of students starting gained 
this grade or above 

• Maths at Imperial College, London: offer A*A*A;  All students met or exceeded 
this (80% of students had A*A*A*!)

• Fashion Marketing and Comms at AUB: offer 120 UCAS points (BBB); 52% met 
or exceeded this

• Use UCAS historic entry grades data tool or Unifrog UK Universities too to 
help



Unifrog ỳ our destinations platform

• Unifrog is our main research tool 

• Unifrog was launched to students before Christmas

• Unifrog parent access – permissions needed, request next 
week

• Students can research options and record what they have 
done to help with personal statement
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Sources of support with the UCAS application 
form BEFORE SUBMISSION

• After Esher Day – essential that they attend (it is the last day 
of term....)

• Teams resources

• PDP sessions on personal statement

• Progression guidance team G011 / 
progression@esher.ac.uk

• There is help available but students must take 
responsibility for the accuracy of their own UCAS 
application

mailto:progression@esher.ac.uk
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UCAS grades

• We add predicted grades (UCAS grades)

• Based on a variety of information, but especially 6.1 Formal 
Exams

• UCAS grades released on student and parent portal after the 
summer exams

• Opportunity to increase in Autumn term but there will be a 
deadline (November 13) 

• Students should apply aspirationally but not unrealistically!



How does Esher SFC support students?

Create UCAS 

hub account and 

register 

Complete all 

personal details

Personal 

statement
Make 5 choices 

Check your form 

carefully!

Pay £28.95 and 

submit

We add 

reference and 

predicted grades

Application sent 

to UCAS by ESFC

See responses 

from universities

Choose 1 as firm 

and 1 as 

insurance

Confirm on 

results day
Start university! 



What happens after universities receive the 
application? 

• Sometimes additional tests, interviews, auditions, portfolios necessary

• Unis make o7 ers or rejections – ongoing until May

• Offers - grades or UCAS tari7  points 

• Students decide which o7 ers to accept and reject the others – by early June

• Firm offer – top / best / most aspirational

• Insurance offer - usually lower or more flexible
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Con8rmation and Clearing

• Results issued in mid August; offers are confirmed on Results Day

• If student meets firm offer they go to their 8rm choice university

• If student misses firm offer but meets conditional o7 er they go to their 
insurance choice university

• If they miss both, they are automatically in Clearing

• Students can also enter Clearing by releasing themselves

• Last year there were 39,000 places in clearing including places in Medicine 
and Law!



Oxbridge applications and specialist subjects

• Oxbridge, Medicine / Veterinary Science / Dentistry, Art Foundation 
courses, Conservatoire applications (music / performing arts), Law – 
specialist application support is available

• Students should attend relevant sessions when advertised (HE&Day, After 
Esher Day)

• Presentation on applying to Oxbridge at Higher Education Day next week

• Early deadline, tests, interviews etc

• Typical GCSE profile 8 x grades 8-9s

• Typical A level offer A*AA, typical achievement A*A*A

• Note ỳ Art Foundation is free if under 19 at the start of the course ỳ 
so worth considering



Higher Education and Apprenticeship Day 2026 –

Thursday 19 March 

Period 4  (1pm) onwards

Afternoon - 4 sessions, rotating

Selecting a 6.2 

Extension Studies 

option

Student life talk
How to choose 

a university and 

course talk

Evening: 6.15 - 8.00 pm including further talks for parents and student

 5.45pm Quiet Session (email Anna for code to purchase)

1pm: Introductory tutor session 

Higher Education and 

Apprenticeship 

exhibition in Sports 

Hall and Drama studio



Help is available!
Careers advice discussions  
(careers interviews) with a 
quali8ed adviser

• Maximise the chances of getting into 
competitive degree courses 

• Explore the best universities for your chosen 
subjects

• Find out about alternatives to university

• Discuss which careers might be best suited 
to your personality and interests

• Plan how to use your gap year

 

Our careers advisers are fully qualified, trained and highly 

experienced. Please email progression@esher.ac.uk to book or 

attend your appointment when offered! 

mailto:progression@esher.ac.uk


And 8nally• • • • .

• Thursday 12 August 2027 – Results Day

• Please don‘t be away on holiday! 

• College staff available on the Thursday and Friday for assistance with Clearing
• Questions?

• Please email progression@esher.ac.uk
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