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Tonight’s programme
• ‘The Internship 2024’  -

• How to support your student to choose a 
university and course – Charlotte Pym, Schools and 
Colleges Liaison Officer, Royal Holloway, University 
of London

• Applying to university from Esher Sixth Form 
College

• Context – Higher Education in the UK 2024

• Support we provide for students





The current Higher Education climate

The number of 18 

years olds in the 

UK is climbing



The current HE climate

• UCAS tells us there will be 45,000 extra applications each year 
until 2030

• Project ‘Journey to a Million” What is the journey to a million? | 

Undergraduate | UCAS

• It is likely that university applications will gradually becoming 
more competitive 

• Downwards pressure – cost of living pressures

• UCAS applications data from the 2023 cycle: 757,060 applications 
in total (down 1.2%)

•  Competition for places at top universities will remain as hard as 
ever

• It is still a very good time to apply to university!

https://www.ucas.com/about-us/journey-million/what-journey-million
https://www.ucas.com/about-us/journey-million/what-journey-million


Why Go To Uni?

• There are many careers which still require a degree

• Graduates earn more: HESA reports an average graduate 

starting salary of £27,340

• You enjoy studying and want to continue!



How to 

support your 

student

Charlotte Pym, Royal Holloway, 
University of London



How does Esher SFC support students?

Create UCAS hub 

account and 
register 

Complete all 

personal details

Personal 

statement
Make 5 choices 

Get it checked 

by us

Pay £27 and 

submit

We add 

reference and 
predicted grades

Application sent 

to UCAS by ESFC

See responses 

from universities

Choose 1 as firm 

and 1 as 

insurance

Confirm on 

results day
Start university! 



Create UCAS hub account and register

• On After Esher Day (20 June 2024)

• Create a UCAS hub account

• Link application to ESFC with a buzzword

• Complete all personal details (harder than you think!)
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Personal statement

• No changes to personal statement for 2025 

• Use personal statement tool on Unifrog

• Every draft saved so tutor can see it to give feedback

• 75-80% of statement needs to be focused on academic and other skills, 
with evidence

• Super-curricular activities are most valuable if they provide evidence 
of skills

• Students will get input on this on After Esher Day

• Parents’ talk online in the summer term

• First part of 6.2 autumn term tutorial sessions are focused on PS



What do universities find out from the PS?

• Have they chosen the right subject for the right reasons?

• Do they know what studying the subject actually involves?

• Do they have real academic or vocational interest in the subject – evidence?

• Are they motivated and committed and can they study independently?

• Do they possess good numeracy and literacy skills?

• Do they possess relevant ‘soft skills’ – team work, leadership, resilience, 
problem solving etc? (Work experience or The Internship will provide excellent 
evidence for these.)



Beware!

Do not be tempted to ‘buy’ 
a personal statement – 

plagiarism software will 

detect

AI can be used 

responsibly to provide a 

framework – however it 

can produce vague, 

inaccurate material

It is a personal statement



Help to choose

• 5 choices – except for medicine and vets (4 +1)

• Cannot change your mind once form is submitted (until Extra opens in Feb)

• Advice: 2 or 3 aspirational, 1 or 2 solid and 1 safe

• If you are very aspirational you might be disappointed

• Historic entry grades data can be very useful – UCAS are making this available 
to students (est date – May 2024); Unifrog ‘UK Universities tool’

• Subjects and institutions vary – research is essential



UCAS Historic entry data tool – new for 
2025 cycle

Biomedical Sciences at Bath



UCAS Historic entry data tool – new for 
2025 cycle

• Published entry requirement may be different to grades on entry 

• Modern Languages at Leeds: offer ABB; only 42% of students starting gained 
this grade or above 

• Maths at Imperial College, London: offer A*A*A;  All students met or 
exceeded this (80% of students had A*A*A*!)

• Fashion Marketing and Comms at AUB: offer 120 Ucas points; 52% met or 
exceeded this

• Use UCAS historic entry grades data tool or Unifrog UK Universities too 
to help



Unifrog – our destinations platform

• Unifrog is our main research tool 

• Unifrog was launched to students before Christmas

• Unifrog parent form code:  COJBparents (only valid for 90 days from 14/03/24)





















UCAS Hub

• An invaluable source of information, as well as the method by which applications 
are made 



UCAS Hub

• Lots of tools, a bit like Unifrog
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Reference – new format 



UCAS grades

• We add predicted grades (UCAS grades)

• Based on a variety of information, but especially 6.1 Formal 
Exams

• UCAS grades released on student and parent portal on 26 June

• Students should apply aspirationally but not unrealistically!



What do the universities do? 

• Sometimes additional tests, interviews, auditions, portfolios necessary

• Unis make offers or rejections – ongoing until May

• Offers - grades or UCAS tariff points 

• Students decide which offers to accept and reject the others – by early 
June

• Firm offer – top / best / most aspirational

• Insurance offer - usually lower or more flexible

• If 5 rejections or mind-changers  - UCAS Extra from February until they 
receive an offer from somewhere / until clearing opens



Confirmation and Clearing

• Results issued in mid August; offers are confirmed on Results Day

• If student meets firm offer they go to their firm choice university

• If student misses firm offer but meets conditional offer they go to their 
insurance choice university

• If they miss both, they are automatically in Clearing



Confirmation and Clearing

• Students can also enter Clearing by releasing themselves

• Students can apply ‘Direct to clearing’ on results day, if places available

• Students can also withdraw and re-apply the following year for other 
courses or places

• Can’t hold a deferred place in one round and reapply for a ‘better’ place in 
the next



Esher College Dates and Deadlines

• All deadlines for 2025 entry are in the parents’ information 
sheet

• They may seem early but…

• Lots of checking of the form necessary

• Over 900 forms sent from Esher in last cycle

• Most universities will accept late forms but are not obliged 
to consider them



Oxbridge applications

• Helen Humphreys - Oxbridge coordinator

• Ailis Kane – Deputy Oxbridge coordinator 

• Presentation on applying to Oxbridge at Higher Education Day next week

• Encouragement of potential students already taking place

• Online and in-person talks, conferences and visits

• Open Days in July

• Early deadline, tests, interviews etc

• Typical GCSE profile 8 x grades 8-9s

• Typical A level offer A*AA, typical achievement A*A*A



Art / Art Foundation Applications

• James Leonard - Art Foundation Coordinator

• Individual applications to each art college separately

• Foundation course - a one year diagnostic pre-degree course

• Separate system to UCAS and students may apply to both 

• No tuition fees for students under 19 at start of course

• Creative Arts Portfolio progression pathway or creative EPQ



Higher Education Day 2024 – Thursday 21 March 

Period 4  (12.40) onwards

Afternoon - 4 sessions, rotating

Researching 

universities and 

courses and 

apprenticeships

Student life talk How to choose 

a university and 

course talk

Evening: 6.00 - 8.00 pm including further talks for parents and students

Morning: Introductory tutor session before lunch

Higher Education 

exhibition in Sports 

Hall and Drama studio



After Esher Day

Thursday 20 June 2024

Mock assessment 

centre activities

Psychometric testing 

and competency 

questions

Interview and 

presentation 

techniques

Register with UCAS Master Class on 

Personal Statement

Motivational talks 

and careers advice 

from Esher College 

alumni

Using Unifrog 

to research 

options

Apprenticeship and Employment option

University option



And finally………….

• Thursday 15 August 2024 – Results Day

• Please don’t be away on holiday! 

• College staff available on the Thursday and Friday for 
assistance with Clearing



Help is available!
Careers advice discussions  
(careers interviews) with a 
qualified adviser

• Advice on how to maximise the chances of 
getting into competitive degree courses 

• Explore the best universities for your areas of 
interest or chosen subjects

• Find out about alternatives to university such as 
apprenticeships and degree apprenticeships

• Decide which careers might be best suited to 
your personality and interests

• Help you to plan how to use your gap year

 Our careers advisers are fully qualified, trained and highly 

experienced. We have a limited number of appointments available 

for 6.1 students. Please email progression@esher.ac.uk to book. 

mailto:progression@esher.ac.uk


Help is available!

• The Parents’ Information Sheet –uploaded to parents and carers – 
progression area of College website so weblinks are active

• Personal Statement Booklet – buy tonight for £2 cash

• ‘Higher Education’ and ‘After Esher’ Days
• Tutors and extensive PDP programme

• Progression Guidance Staff progression@esher.ac.uk 

mailto:progression@esher.ac.uk


Questions?

Please come and see us at 
the front or email 
progression@esher.ac.uk



Thank you!

Presentation and information sheet will be uploaded to the College website: 
Parents> Events > Higher Education Evening.

Please come again in person next Thursday 21 March, 6-8pm for Higher 
Education fair and exhibition, plus more talks 

Employment and Apprenticeships evening online: Thursday 18 April, 6.00 pm

progression@esher.ac.uk

mailto:progression@esher.ac.uk
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