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New Student Union elected
Nominations for the new Student Union
opened on 26th March and posters
soon started going up around the
College, with a number of different
students standing for each of the
positions. Students running for the role
of President were also involved in the
Presidential Candidate Question Time,
which was held by the current Student
Union. The event took place on Friday
4th May in the College Theatre. There
was a good turn out from 6.1 students
who asked questions about their
policies, alongside the current SU who
had prepared questions. The debate was
moderated by Politics teacher, Declan
Mason. On 10th May students voted in
the new Student Union, choosing who
they wanted to represent their needs
and interests, in each area, for the
following academic year.
We would like to congratulate everyone
who took part in the campaign. Our
newly elected Student Union is now
in place, with Ben Jureidini elected as
President and Dona Gjyshinca as Vice
President. They will be ably supported
by Harriet Alston (Eco Executive),
Jo Thomas (Equality and Diversity
Executive), Megsy Knowles (Finance
Executive), Colette Adams (Marketing
Executive), Frankie Borek and
Hannah Deacon (Events and Charities
Executives), and Marina Davidian
(Health and Wellbeing Executive). We
wish them all the best for this year, as
they fulfil their new roles and represent
the student voice at Esher College.
Pictured above (from left to right) Megsy
Knowles, Jo Thomas, Hannah Deacon,
Frankie Borek, Colette Adams, Dona

Gjyshinca and Ben Jureidini (lying
horizontally). [Not pictured are Marina
Davidian and Harriet Alston].
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Ben Jureidini, said “I’d like to say how
grateful I am to everyone who voted,
even if they didn’t vote for me! I think
we’re all at the time in our lives where
we’re about to start voting, and watching
the news over the past few years really
highlights how important it is to exercise
that right. I know Student Union isn’t
exactly the House of Commons, but I
think it’s an excellent way to introduce
us all to making those kinds of decisions
and responsibilities.
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In terms of the goals of the Student
Union and myself in the coming year,
I’d love to see SU becoming more
integrated with the student body.
Looking around university open days,
I’ve noticed how key the Student Union
is to everyone’s experience and if, by
this time next year, there’s the same
kind of synergy between the students
and the Student Union, where anyone
and everyone feels like they can bring
something up and get their voice heard,
I think we will have had a massively
successful year. The previous Student
Union did such an incredible job with
ECAT (the Esher College Africa Trust),
I’d love to be able to continue the
progress they made.
I had so much fun during the campaign:
I made some genuine friends and really
learnt a lot about what students want
from the Student Union, and I’m sure I
speak for everyone when I say I’m really
excited to implement those changes!”
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Letter from Dan Dean
Dear Parents, Students and Friends
The exams season will be upon us by the
time you receive this newsletter. For the
first time, all 6.1 A level students will be
working towards reformed specifications.
The government has chosen to remove
the AS qualification as part of the overall
A level, so first year students will be
sitting our first set of progression exams.
These exams will be similar to the old AS
exams in that they will be held in exam
conditions in the Sports Hall, they will
be an important marker of progress at
the end of year one of a two year course
and they will help to inform predicted
grades. Second year students will be
facing the real thing, with most students
sitting reformed A level qualifications
and some the handful of remaining
legacy specifications. We are expecting
our second years to live up to last year’s
outstanding results – the best ever for
the College. We wish all our students,
whether they are taking A level or BTEC
courses, the best of luck this summer.
Once the progression exams are complete,
6.1 students return from study leave on
11th June to start year 2 study. Alongside
the academic work, there are two
significant events over the course of the
summer term. After Esher Day, on 5th
July, is the next stage in planning students’
next steps and will focus on possible
pathways and options, whether higher
education, apprenticeship or employment
is the goal. Wider Skills Week brings the
academic year to a close and students will

have chosen from a wide range of exciting
activities. Among the exotic highlights for
2018 are the Classics trip to Greece, PE
and Sport’s visit to Club La Santa and a
volunteering abroad experience in Nepal.
There are plenty of stimulating activities
closer to home.
After much soul-searching and
deliberation, the Esher College
Corporation has decided not to convert
to become a 16-19 academy. Aside from
the financial advantage of allowing the
College to reclaim VAT, governors could
see no real benefit in giving up our sixth
form college status. Funding for 16-18
education continues to be a source of
concern for all post-16 providers, but the
VAT rebate only scratches the surface of
an issue that needs urgent attention.
We are delighted that our 2017
examination data, now validated by
Ofsted, shows that value-added was
‘significantly above average’ for both A
level and BTEC courses, demonstrating
that Esher College students continue
to progress above expectation. We are
equally delighted that the latest data from
the Higher Education Statistics Agency
shows that ex-Esher graduates continue
to outperform their peers. The proportion
of 2016/17 ex-Esher graduates achieving
a first or an upper second is considerably
higher than the average for sixth form
colleges in general (by over 10%), state
school sixth forms (by over 12%) and the
independent sector (by over 3%).

Esher College’s Green Week
This year’s Green Week started on Monday 5th
March and each department put up individual
displays around the College to raise awareness
of environmental issues and sustainability. Each
day the Eco team and the Student Union focused
on promoting and raising awareness of different
topics. On day one, the Student Union started the
week off by challenging students and staff not to
buy anything plastic for the whole week. Day two
was ‘leave your car at home day’ and the Student
Union encouraged everyone to come to College
using public transport or walking. On day three
the focus was on saving paper, questioning
whether students really need to print and to use
paper. Day four was ‘Bring in your own coffee cup’
day and students were encouraged to cut down on
the huge amount of waste produced every day by
the number of coffees sold in disposable cups. At
the end the week, staff and students were invited
to a film screening of Sir David Attenborough’s
Blue Planet 2.

Finally, I would like to remind first
year students and their parents that
Start of 6.2 Day takes place on Monday
3rd September. For new students
enrolment starts on Tuesday 28th August.
Applications for 2019 entry open on Friday
8th June. I thought it might be worth
confirming that potential applicants with a
sibling at the College (or a sibling who will
be taking up a place in 2018/19) can apply
as a Guaranteed applicant in this first
phase of the applications process. Full
details are available in the Admissions
Policy on the website.
Wishing you all an enjoyable summer.

Dan Dean
Principal

3

Employability Fair
Congratulations to the Career Development students who
took part in an ‘Employability Fair’ as part of their progression
pathway. The students faced a gruelling process of being ‘mock
interviewed’ by potential employers from a variety of industries.
The students showcased their skills well, maintained excellent
levels of professionalism and provided well-thought-out answers
throughout the process. The feedback was extremely positive with
all employers agreeing that they would definitely employ all of the
students involved. Well done all!
Lianne Purvis

Bristol Fashion and Documentary
Photography Weekend
On the last Thursday of the Spring Term, 28 Photography students
and the staff from the Photography Department headed to Bristol
for our annual Fashion and Documentary Photography residential.
The residential takes the format of a series of fashion photography
and documentary photography workshops with professional
photographers and models. This provides the students with an
amazing opportunity to learn with professionals and then apply
their newfound skills to shooting professional models.
Photographer Nick Treviss ran our documentary workshop on the
first afternoon, which encouraged our student photographers to
step outside their comfort zone and use the surrounding streets
and harbour-side to create images with narrative content. At the
end of the day the students took part in an inspirational show and
tell, sharing their work.
The next day we divided our students into two shooting groups:
Street Fashion and High End Fashion. These groups swapped
at lunch time, enabling all students to shoot the two different
photographic styles and work with both photographers and all the
models.

Credit Niamh Baines

The High End Fashion group spent the morning working with
fashion photographer, Katie Burdon, and models Patty and Megan.
They based themselves in the futuristic surroundings of Millenium
Square and the grandeur of the Lloyds Amphitheatre.
The Street Fashion group worked with ex-Urban Outfitters fashion
photographer, Nick Treviss, and models Megan and Kelly. This
group used the towering cranes and dilapidated train carriages
around Bristol’s old Industrial museum as their grungy backdrop.
The photographers, ourselves and the models were incredibly
impressed by the professional attitude of the students and their
stunning, editorial-standard images. This thrilled the students and
boosted their confidence.
The trip was a great success, giving the students the opportunity
to work with professional photographers and professional models,
under industry standard conditions.
We will certainly be running this trip again next year………
Stephen Andrews

A Blast from the Past!
professionals, in 2006 whilst she was 16 years old. After
leaving university and interning at Marie Claire magazine for
a few months, she took a leap of faith in late-2011 and started
blogging full time. You can read Ella’s blog ‘Coco’s Tea Party’ at
cocosteaparty.com.

What did you go on to study after Esher?
“Fashion Journalism at University for the Creative Arts. I
graduated in 2011 with a First Class BA (Hons) degree.”

What are you doing now?
“I work full time as a lifestyle blogger and podcaster.”

What do you most like about your job?
“I’m fully in control of my schedule and get to decide which
creative projects I want to pour my energy into. This freedom of
choice is a huge luxury that I’m very grateful for.”

What do you want to do in the future?
“At the moment the Let’s Discuss Podcast, which I co-host with
another lifestyle blogger, is a big focus and we have lots of plans
to build on its success in the future. I would also love to write a
book at some point in the not-too-distant future.”
We have been in contact with former Esher student, Ella
Gregory, to find out what she’s been doing since leaving
College. Ella left Esher in 2008 with an A in both Media
Studies and Fashion & Textiles and a B in English Literature.
Ella set up Coco’s Tea Party, a lifestyle blog dedicated to
providing attainable style inspiration for fashion-savvy young

Higher Education Day
Over 90 universities were present at our annual Higher
Education Day, on Thursday 22nd March. The event is unique
to Esher College and we believe that no other school or
college in the country offers such a programme, in-house,
to its students. In the morning, students attended seminars
led by academics from local universities, offering advice on
what it is like to study particular degree courses at university.
During the afternoon, students toured the convention, spoke
to delegates from the universities and obtained prospectuses.
Students also had the opportunity to attend presentations
given by the university representatives on ‘how to choose a
university’, ‘student life’ and ‘what to look for on an Open Day’.

What advice would you give your sixteen-yearold self?
“Work hard, read a lot and say yes to as many opportunities as
you can. You’ll learn more about yourself when you step outside
your comfort zone.”
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Meet the Teacher
The general rule is this: As students
get older, you spend less time having to
manage their classroom behaviour and
can devote more time to teaching your
subject, to a deeper level. If you think
about primary school, a teacher devotes
most time to managing the classroom
and doesn’t go into much subject depth.
By the time you’re at sixth form level,
the students are inquisitive, interested
in what they are learning, and often keep
me on my toes, which I really enjoy.

Name – Jason Rynn
Position at Esher College –
Teacher of Biology
What/who inspired you to go
into teaching?
I was working as a project manager
for an engineering company at the time.
Depending on the size of the project,
every 3-18 months you’d get assigned
to a new one. Whilst the projects were
always interesting, they were never
my main passion and each subsequent
assignment took me further and further
away from science. A close friend of mine
was working as a media teacher at the
time and he suggested I shadow him for
a couple of days. I took him up on his
offer and spent a couple of days with him
in his college. I’d forgotten what a busy,
vibrant and bustling place a classroom
was and loved the lessons. I realised I
could return to my favourite subject in a
way that would allow me to bring creative
ideas with me.

	Why have you chosen
1 to work in a Sixth Form
College?

	
2 What is the best thing
about your job?
The challenge. Teaching is the only job
I have ever done that brings out such a
diverse range of emotions. It’s the most
wonderful, frustrating, inspiring, timeconsuming, enjoyable, irritating, exciting,
annoying, enthusiastic, demoralising,
motivating, hardworking, fantastic job
anybody could ever do. Every day is
different.
Everything a teacher does always has
their students’ best interests at heart.
Students often forget that when we chase
them for work or deadlines it’s because
it will help them get better grades. The
reward for the teacher is seeing the
students get those grades, and that’s
our motivation.
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What are you most
proud of?

The wide variety of skills that I brought
with me into teaching. This is now my 7th
year of teaching but I have over 10 years
of industrial experience prior to that.
I’ve developed monoclonal antibodies
for cancer treatment, extracted and
processed Botox, performed post
mortems for Neuropathology TSE

research, developed formula for
foundation make up, co-managed
engineering build projects such as
tunnels, rail, hospitals and Crossrail and
even contributed to the start of an HIV
treatment company. Having experience
in all these areas means I’ve been able
to advise students on future careers and
companies.
The photo at the top of the page is me in
a primary pharma suit getting ready to
work on Botox. Scarily it’s from 2003!

	
4 When you were younger,
what teacher inspired
you the most? How
did they?
Different people will influence you at
different points in your life, but I have to
say the stand-out teacher for me was
Mr Potts, who (coincidentally) was my
Biology teacher at college. The main
thing I remember about him was that
he was naturally a very funny character
who had a great mix between joviality
and professionalism, which captured the
attention of the class. He made lessons
highly informative while being hugely
enjoyable. You often don’t realise the
impact key people have on your life until
you’re older and reflect.

	
5 What words of wisdom
would you pass on to your
sixteen-year-old self?
Remember the compliments you receive
but forget the insults.

Roll of Sporting Excellence (ROSE) Student of the Month
I got involved in fencing because there
was a club at my previous school. I
was really bad at every sport but then
I heard about the fencing club. I asked
my parents about the club and they said
it was sword fighting, which I thought
sounded interesting. At my first session
the coach said he could see potential in
me and I really enjoyed it. It stuck and
now it’s my ‘thing’. I now train at Redhill
and Reigate Epee Club – I compete
internationally and I am part of the
under-20 GB team. I used to train 12
hours a week but I have reduced this
due to my A-level studies. My training
involves drills where I practise different
actions, sparring and footwork and also
general cardio fitness.

One of my biggest achievements was
when I was selected for the under-17
GB team when I was just 14 and I was
the youngest on the team. Another
big achievement for me happened in
February when I competed in France
and beat the 34th seed and ended up
finishing 60th in the event. At the end of
the competition I had a world ranking
of 276 and had improved my position by
153 places! In the future I am aiming to
qualify for the European Championships,
World Championships and Junior and
Senior Commonwealths.
If someone wanted to get involved in
the sport there are lots of clubs around,
and each club will cater for beginners
by running beginner courses and also

providing kit. You can find a club near you
online and then get in contact. The sport
is really sociable and many of my best
friends are involved.
Sarah Spice

Rose workshop
Well done to all the ROSE students involved
in a strength and conditioning workshop
with King’s College London! Before half
term, the students were taken through an
hour of plyometric training with specialist
coach, Chris McCann, to help them with
their own specialised training programme
within their sport. We hope that Chris’s
specialist advice and expertise will help the
students with their training in the future.

Health & Social Care Health Fair
Esher College held the 15th annual Health Fair on
Thursday 25th January for their 16-18 year old students.
Congratulations to the first year BTEC Health and Social
Care students who worked creatively towards producing
a successful and lively event. The students worked in
pairs or in groups, planning health campaigns on Sexual
Health Awareness, Alcohol Awareness, Drug Awareness,
Testicular Cancer Awareness, Mental Health Awareness,
Teenage Relationships Awareness, Smoking Cessation and
Healthy Eating.
The success of the Health Fair was achieved with the
support from a range of agencies. They were school nurses
from Central Surrey Health, Surrey Chlamydia Testing
Team, Kooth and Catch-22, who brought their expertise and
skill to the event. Annie Teoh Williams, Head of Health and
Social Care, said, “This was another successful Health Fair.
The students, in their role as Peer Health Educators, have
worked very hard in their planning to think creatively on
how they can deliver their health messages to their peers.”

Oxbridge Talk
In February, we were very fortunate to welcome the Head of St Peter’s College in
Oxford, Mark Damazer, to Esher College. Mark was invited to speak to a theatre
full of students about the opportunities provided by a university education and
specifically those available at Oxbridge Colleges. He talked about the value of
investing time in researching universities before making a choice about courses,
and the importance of following your passion when it comes to choosing what
to study. Mark, the son of a Polish delicatessen owner in North London, studied
History at Cambridge University before going to work for the BBC for over 25
years, where he had various roles including Controller of BBC Radio 4.
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Politics
Art Trip Trip
BTEC Art & Design 2nd Year students
visited the Natural History Museum,
to research their latest project
‘cabinet of curiosities’.

The Learning
Resource
Centre
Each month our Learning Resource Centre
focuses on a different topic. The aim of the
displays is to encourage students to read, helping
the students to improve their vocabulary and
writing, and also to take a break from their
studying and learn about current affairs and
what is going on in the world. In January, the
focus was Holocaust Memorial Day (photo shown
below). Other displays put on by the LRC in recent
months include: LGBT, Health and Wellbeing,
Revision and an Easter Fiction promotion.

College Africa Trust (ECAT)
Esher College offers all of its students, and
indeed their parents, a very special opportunity
to get involved in our own College charity, the
Esher College Africa Trust (ECAT).
ECAT is a fully incorporated UK Charity, No.
115651, that began as a link in the l980s, when
our students first started raising funds for AIDS
orphans at a school in rural Zimbabwe. The
objective was to pay their school and exam fees,
thus helping these orphans to remain at school
and acquire the qualifications necessary to
secure their futures.
We believe it is of real benefit to our own
students to have a direct link to a school where
the students have a completely contrasting life
experience. All the funds we raise end up at the
Zimbabwean school and, over the years, many
letters have been received to testify that our
financial support has genuinely positive, and
often life-changing, outcomes.
The actual number of orphans we can support
depends on the amount of money we manage to
raise. The last few years have been increasingly
challenging, with a disadvantageous exchange
rate and the Zimbabwean government’s insistence
on increasing fees. Our objective is to sustain
support at the current level. We hope that you
will want to become involved and help us achieve
this goal.

History trip to Washington DC

In January, the History Department took 36 Oppression and
Equality students to Washington DC as part of their American
Dream course.
On 27th January we boarded our flight to Dulles Airport from
Heathrow. We arrived many hours later and after immigration
and customs checks we exited into the cool night air and got
onto our coach. We had a coach tour of DC and all of the major
monuments; our coach driver even gave us the opportunity to
get off and visit the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, which was
beautifully lit in the dark. After reaching the hotel in Chinatown
and checking in our bags, our teachers let us out on our
own to eat where we pleased. However, everybody managed
independently to decide on Shake Shack!
Bright and early next morning we headed off to the Gettysburg
National Military Park. After a brief time in the museum, we
viewed the Cyclorama, a circular painting made in the late 1880s.
There was an audio-visual presentation of the painting which
narrated the battle.
As we took a guided coach tour of the battlefield, the sky was
appropriately cloudy. We stopped off at a few places including
the Confederate Memorial at the site of Pickett’s Charge. It was
chilling looking over the bloodiest field in North America and
we got a stunning view of Death Valley, which seemed like an
autumnal painting, with the orange and red grass and
leafless copse.
On the second day, we visited the National Museum of American
History, where we got to see lots of amazing presidential
artefacts, such as Truman’s bowling shirt and the chimney hat
which had belonged to President Lincoln.
Then we went to the Museum of African American History, which
told a very moving story beginning with the forced migration
of African slaves to the Americas and ending with President
Barack Obama. My personal favourite artefact was the bucket in
which Martin Luther King Jr. soaked his feet after the Selma to
Montgomery Marches.
We spent the majority of our final full day touring the Capitol
Building, where we saw the crypt, the dome, the old Supreme
Court room, and the hall of statues, including a statue of Rosa
Parks. We even got to experience a debate in the Senate and saw
the result of a vote and famous senators, such as Ted Cruz and
Bernie Sanders!

We spent our final evening ten-pin bowling in Georgetown with a
pizza buffet, returning to the hotel for a sad night, as we would be
leaving the next day.
On our final morning, we paid a visit to Arlington National
Cemetery. We experienced its macabre beauty, saw the changing
of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and we visited
the house and plantation which belonged to Robert E. Lee, the
Confederate Army General.
Lastly, we had the opportunity to do some shopping at the 1.6
million square foot Potomac Mills Mall. After a few hours we
re-grouped and set off to the airport for our overnight return
flight. The visit was a useful opportunity to see the things we
study on our History course and bring them to life for us.
Eden Penman
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Sport Relief
Many congratulations to our 6.2
BTEC Sport Diploma students,
who raised a fantastic £1297.21 for
Sport Relief this year. The students
linked up with Sport Relief to run
a host of charity sports events for
the whole College community,
between the dates 12th to 23rd
March (Sport Relief week is 17th to
23rd March). The events included
a multi-sports challenge, FIFA

tournament, dodgeball tournament,
5-a-side football tournament and
Multi Station Madness. The team that
made the most money overall was
the 5-a-side tournament team, who
raised £634.00. Well done everybody,
a fantastic effort from all.
Vicki Corp

Hampton Court
Palace Trip
On 23rd March the 6.1 History: Power and
Belief students visited Hampton Court Palace to
discover more for our course on England 15091603. It was an educational trip teaching us in
depth about Thomas Wolsey and his relationship
with Henry VIII, as well as how he structured
and planned to build Hampton Court Palace
itself. Our tour guide showed us the architectural
aspects of the building as well as the history.

Media Students visit Southampton
Solent University
On 21st March, all 6.1 BTEC Diploma Creative Media students visited
Southampton Solent University. As a class, the students planned and
produced a multi-camera satirical TV show prior to the visit, and used the
state-of-the-art TV studios and editing facilities at Solent to record it live
in a one-day workshop. The students worked with university lecturers and
undergraduate students to make the programme, and developed skills in
sound recording, lighting, vision mixing and production management. Staff
from Solent commented on how professional and proactive our students
were and the media team were very proud of their commitment, flexibility
and resilience.
Lucy Beeharry

We made our way into the Clock Court, where
many discussions and meetings were held
between nobles, the monarch and other highly
important figures, such as the king’s courtiers.
Furthermore we took a trip to Wolsey’s chamber
itself in which he would come from long journeys
abroad or around the country and rest. Moving
forward, we entered the Great Hall through which
many visitors would have to pass to reach the
more exclusive rooms (or chambers) beyond.
The Chapel Royal was mesmerising, with the
famous Tudor monarchy painting right outside.
After the tour, and visiting more significant
places regarding Thomas Wolsey, we were
given the opportunity to explore the palace for
ourselves and have a look at other significant
chambers and gardens. In this case a small
group of us went and had a look at Henry VIII’s
room itself, as well as getting a deeper look at
the rich and delicate tapestries which illustrated
many different biblical stories chosen by the
monarchs themselves. The trip was an excellent
experience which really gave an in-depth look at
some of the most key figures, like Henry VIII and
Thomas Wolsey.
Hasiba Rassuli

History Revision Conferences
History Revision Conferences
In the Spring Term over 100 History
students across all three History courses
attended four different History Revision
Conferences in London on the British
Empire, Communist Russia, the Tudors
and the USA. Here are some reviews of
these conferences from students who
attended.

British Empire 1763-1914 – 21st
February
Camden, London Irish Centre: Thirty
Esher College students listened to a
conference on the British Empire. The
conference covered aspects of America,
Canada, the Nile Valley and the Royal
Navy. The lectures on the Nile Valley
and the Royal Navy gave an insight
into the subjects we would cover at
College: different types of ships in the
Royal Navy over time; the Battle of
Trafalgar; the Fashoda Incident and the
actions of Tewfik Pasha. For America
and Canada, the lectures were useful
for revision, especially as the lecturer
was Canadian! Overall, the conference
was an interesting opportunity to hear
the lecturers’ opinions on controversial
events in the British Empire. Not to
mention that we were able to enjoy the
culinary legacies of Empire when eating
food at Camden Market!
Krishna Chauhan

Russia 1917-1991 – 28th
February
The day, attended by 35 students from
Esher College, comprised a few different
sections: three speakers/historians spoke
about different aspects of the Russia

course, including the content itself, from
Lenin to Gorbachev, as well as valuable
exam skills. Particularly interesting was
the added insight/context about Russia
which helped deepen my understanding
and increased my interest in the course.
A personal highlight was a debate at the
end between two of the speakers, which
turned quickly into a huge argument
about the validity of communism in
general (not what the debate was
about at all). The feisty speakers
suddenly changed the atmosphere in
the conference which livened everyone
up and truly motivated people in the
audience.
Michael Cottom

Tudor England – 6th March
The London Irish centre hosted an
inspiring Tudor history conference for
A level students, including ten Esher
College students. We were delighted
to attend this valuable day where
the lectures on ‘Chief Ministers and
councillors in Tudor England’ and ‘The
1590’s’ were delivered by the renowned
published historian and lecturer at
Cambridge University, John Guy.
His approach was light-hearted, yet
insightful, as he shared differing views
on key events in Tudor history. He told us
his view and encouraged us to make up
our own minds, like true historians. We
were also lucky enough to participate in
two more lectures by the distinguished
Tudor historian from Oxford University,
Steven Gunn. Similarly to Guy, Gunn
encouraged conversation and was open to
lots of questions by those who attended,
with both historians holding regular
Q&A’s throughout the day. His lectures
on ‘Control and Resistance 1509-88’ and

Greenpeace Talk
Although I was five minutes less informed than my classmates, due
to my failed punctuality, I learnt some valuable and hugely beneficial
knowledge for both my studies as a Politics student and to impress
my family at the dinner table. The work of Greenpeace has made
huge contributions to our current environmental state and in creating
a sustainable future. Their work as a pressure group has occurred
through means of direct action, lobbying, legal action and mobilising
the public, which in turn is closely related to the Politics syllabus and
provided us with an array of examples when talking about the significant
impact pressure groups can have on UK politics. The speaker did an
excellent job of expressing the goals Greenpeace has achieved and
how they did so. Although, when it came to the point of questioning,
the audience delivered strong, probing questions, largely focused on
improvements to the world at the current time, controversial topics
and political affiliations. In a situation of high level nerves, the speaker
did well to answer the questions as accurately as possible. However, I
felt as though he could have engaged more with the questions and not
censored himself in order to sound less controversial. Thank you to
Emily, our Student Union representative and a Greenpeace member,
for inviting the speaker and organising the talk as part of the College’s
Green Week initiative.
Louisa Blackwell

‘The State and the Poor 1509-88’ truly
gave us an insight into what life was like
for people living under each monarch and
the lengths to which each monarch went
to remain in power in uncertain times.
The trip was really useful in gaining
a deeper understanding of the Tudor
course and giving greater context behind
what we are studying, but it was also
enjoyable as the lecturers kept us on our
toes and eager to hear more.
Holly Carruthers

USA, 1917-1996 – 15th March
A group of thirty Esher College students
were presented with the opportunity to
attend a conference about the American
Dream. The day consisted of four lectures
on topics from War to the Presidency of
Reagan. These were given by a range
of university lecturers who teach at
top universities; this was integral to
the success of the day as the speakers
were extremely knowledgeable and
therefore inspiring. This was also a good
experience to acquire a taste of what
studying History at university would be
like. It was an extremely helpful day as
not only did it help us to consolidate
our knowledge of the History course,
but it was an opportunity for us to gain
a deeper understanding of the context
surrounding the course. For me the
most interesting and inspiring lecture
was about civil rights and identity
politics. I found it useful because it
briefly crossed over with the A level
course, but equally because it focused
on an aspect of American history that
I am very interested in.
Louisa Bowman
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Bob Fosse Arts
Production
Performing
Show

On 23rd March the BTEC Performing
Arts students presented their ‘Bob
Fosse’ show. Bob Fosse was an American
dancer, musical theatre choreographer,
director, screenwriter, film director and
actor. He won eight Tony Awards for
choreography, more than anyone else!
The show covered musical numbers from
Bob Fosse’s famous shows including
Chicago, Cabaret and Sweet Charity, and
with several classes working together
it was a great example of student
collaboration. Below is an insight into
studying BTEC Performing Arts and
being part of the ‘Bob Fosse Show’ from
a number of Performing Arts students’
perspectives.
“Working on the performance gave me
a good insight into what it’s like working
with a cast, because I was working
with students from other classes who I
didn’t necessarily know before. I think it
reflected what it would be like to work

in the industry. It was a great experience
as I hadn’t explored musical theatre
before coming to Esher, although I’d
done singing and acting previously, so
it made me think about my options. I’ve
now started auditioning for musical parts
and I am hoping to go to Winchester
University to study on a Drama and
Creative Writing course.” – Saul Goodsall
“Working on the ‘Bob Fosse show’ gave
me an opportunity to explore a wider
range of performance styles. It was a
great production to work on for my age
group because when you are at school
you are more restricted in what you can
perform. I’m now looking to go and study
Musical Theatre when I leave Esher.” Jessica Kitchener
“The BTEC Performing Arts course has
given me more ambition to go on to
achieve what I want to do in the future,
which is to get onto a professional

musical theatre and dance course. It
also gave me a really good opportunity
to sing as I’m used to doing more dance
and acting. The show also gave me the
opportunity to perform as a soloist and
as part of an ensemble.” - Lucas Amos
“The BTEC Performing Arts course
has been really good for building my
confidence. I’m naturally quite a shy
person, so acting enables you to get into
a role and gives you the confidence to
get out and perform. I like the freedom
the course gives me to explore different
areas. I like choreographing routines
completely from scratch, sometimes
in a group and sometimes on my own.
So, for example, I choreographed a
tap and singing solo for the Bob Fosse
production.” - Amber Bray
Well done to all students involved –
all the hard work was well worth it.

Women of the World Festival
On Friday 9th March, a group of ten
students and two teachers spent the day
at London’s Southbank for the Women of
the World Festival 2018. On the weekend
of International Women’s Day every year,
the festival brings together women, and
supporters of women, from around the
world to share their experiences and
learn from one another. This year, in
light of #MeToo, as well as the Time’s
Up and Black Lives Matter movements,
the event felt more timely and important
than ever. The trip attendees, who were
from different departments across
College, included: Nat Cotterill, Olly
Barker, Aram Marsh, Georgia Holt,
Kiara Davies, Elizabeth Broughton,

Scarlett McNicol, Rebecca Voysey, Rhea
Norwood, Beth Butterfield, Beth Redfern
and Sophia Ali-Burdon.
The ground breaking activist, Marieme
Jamme, founder of ‘I Am the CODE’,
spoke at the opening of WOW 2018.
Marieme explained her organisation’s
aim to get 1 million women coding
around the world by 2030. Marieme
was one of many inspiring women from
around the world we were lucky enough
to hear speak.
Other highlights included: a speed
mentoring session with powerful women
from a wide range of industries, a talk

on overcoming shame with writer Bryony
Gordon, a Q&A with China’s ‘famous
five’ (including Mei Fung, writer of ‘One
Child’) and an illuminating discussion
with the writers of ‘The Wonder Down
Under’ (Norwegian Drs. Nina Brochmann
and Ellen Stokken Dahl).
The day was emotionally demanding,
requiring resilience and willingness to
listen to different viewpoints; it was also
a day of learning and revelation. We left
with hope for a future where women in
the UK and around the world can live
without fear and in freedom.
Nat Cotterill

‘Lessons from Auschwitz Project’ Trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau
In November 2017, four Esher students
studying History got involved with the
‘Lessons from Auschwitz Project’.
The course explores the universal lessons
of the Holocaust and its relevance for today.
The LFA Project aims to increase knowledge
and understanding of the Holocaust for
young people and to clearly highlight what
can happen if prejudice and racism become
acceptable.
We all had applied to be a part of the project
because of how important it is to ensure
that the story of the Final Solution is kept
alive and that the lessons learned are not
forgotten. Here are some of the reasons why
we joined the cause:
Liyyanah El-Aidouni - “I believe that it is
extremely important that we don’t forget
events like the Holocaust, otherwise history
will repeat itself. The only way we can
prevent this from happening is through
educating ourselves. One day I hope that
we may live in a world free of prejudice and
discrimination.”
Thomas Coster - “I chose to participate to
try and have a sense of the suffering and
loss that six million humans went through,
by standing in the exact same footsteps.
The tragic waste of human life also makes
you realise how much life itself is worth.”
Jack Alexander - “I chose to participate as
it requires people like myself or my peers
who would be able to share the lessons of
this dark period of twentieth century history.
Genocides and atrocities continue even now
in the twenty-first century, albeit not on the
same scale as the Holocaust, but the more
people who can gain awareness of these
horrors, the more they can provide a driving
force of good against them and influence
better outcomes for future generations.”
The course included a seminar in Canary
Wharf, where we listened to Holocaust
survivor Rudy Oppenheimer speak, learnt
about pre-war Jewish life and prepared for
the visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Next was
the actual trip to Poland where we spent
a day being shown around Auschwitz and
Auschwitz-Birkenau, seeing the death
camps for ourselves.
The Trip was filled with emotional accounts
and seeing the place where the atrocities
took place provided an experience we never
anticipated and cannot get just from hearing
about it.
After the trip we were given a week to
reflect on our experience and then were
invited back to another seminar to talk
about the contemporary relevance of the
Holocaust and share our thoughts on the
subject as well as the trip.

In February we completed our Next
Steps, where we designed a display board
describing why we took part in the project
as well as showcasing the photos taken
by Joel Spires. With the help of the Media
department we also recorded a video
where we answered questions about our
experience on the Course in an effort to
spread what we learned and the message of
the Lessons from Auschwitz project.

and staff about his experiences. Marcel
was born in Paris in 1939 and in May 1941
his father was arrested by French police
and Marcel went into hiding with Olga and
Esther Masoli, two sisters who hid him for
the duration of the war. Marcel moved to
Manchester in 1948 and went on to work as
a dentist. He shared his story and the story
of other Jewish children in France during
the Holocaust.

Overall the course was incredibly eyeopening and provided an unforgettable
experience that will stay with us for a
lifetime. This experience was made possible
by the dedication and determination of
the Holocaust Educational Trust and all
parties working with them, making sure the
Holocaust is never forgotten.

Jack Alexander

We were also very fortunate to have Marcel
Ladenheim visit Esher to speak to students
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An update from the former Student Union
We say a fond farewell to our Student Union
as they update us on their last few months
in post:
As we (sadly) near the end of our term in
office, the main focus for the Student Union
was ECAT week. We were really proud to
be a part of raising money to combat the
increasingly difficult situation in Zimbabwe.
Another focus has been the election of the
next Student Union and ensuring there is
a smooth handover period. It has been a
thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding year.
Ben Williams (President)
On the week beginning 5th March, the
College hosted Green Week, where we
promoted more environmentally friendly
ways of living. We did this by encouraging
people to leave their cars at home, use
reusable cups in the canteen in an attempt
to cut plastic waste, and encouraged
people to cut down the amount of paper
they printed. Alongside this, we put up
posters around the College highlighting the
importance of recycling while the Biology
department hosted a screening of David

Attenborough’s ‘Blue Planet 2’. The College
also had the pleasure of hosting a talk on
issues affecting the environment, given by a
Greenpeace activist.
Emily Wilmot (Eco)
We held ECAT week from 12th to 16th of
March. We sold Krispy Kreme doughnuts
in the canteen and during Tutor sessions
we collected a suggested donation of 50p

from each student. Our
newly created ECAT video,
produced by Amy Benton
(Events and Charities) was
shown in Tutor sessions
to encourage people to
donate. We are hoping this
video will be used for years
to come. There was also a
Great ECAT Bake Off, where
anyone could bring in a
cake to be judged by people
buying a slice with a score
out of 5. There was a £20
prize for the winner. Finally,
we held an Open Mic Event in the canteen
and the SU collected further donations for
ECAT. There was a £50 prize for the best
act. Overall we raised over £1000, which
will pay for a term’s worth of education for
seven students. Outside of these activities,
Emily Wilmot our Eco executive also did
a bungee jump and raised £400 for ECAT.
Some other SU members have also
completed a half marathon to raise money
for ECAT!
Riona Roy (Events and
Charities)
Since December, we have
been involved in many events
that help to raise awareness
and celebrate important
causes. Members of the
Student Union, the Gender
& Sexualities Alliance (GSA),
and Kae River Smith (trainee
teacher) organised a stand
that was manned by the GSA
to give information about
LGBT+ matters and what was
being remembered during
LGBT history month. We have
also been involved in making a video for
Holocaust Memorial Day in January, which
sets out to educate and remind people
about the horrors of the Holocaust and
World War II. The Student Union organised
and then helped with the filming of
this video.

an end with the exam period getting closer,
we must pass on our roles to the lower
year through Student Union elections. With
the elections, we hold a series of meetings
and discussions so anyone who would like
to be on the Student Union has time to
talk to us and understand about the role
they would be taking on as a member. If
students would like to apply for any of the
executive roles they are asked to prepare
a two side PowerPoint explaining why they
would suit this role. With the President and
Vice President roles, students are asked
to prepare a speech that is recorded and
shown in Tutor to help the student body
vote for their new Student Union. Like last
year, we are also exploring the possibility
of hosting a debate for those running for
President, as we felt this was successful
and a good opportunity.
Emily Thomas (Vice President)

Niamh Beatty (Equality and Diversity)
As our time on the Student Union comes to

Parent Governor Vacancy
There is a vacancy from November 2018 for a Parent Governor on
the College Governing Body and any parent of a current 6.1 student,
or prospective student for September 2018, may offer themselves
for election. Parents serve for a term of two years, irrespective of
how long their daughter or son remains at the College. We would
encourage you to take this opportunity to become closely involved
in the organisation of the College and, if you would like to informally

discuss the duties and commitments that Governorship entails,
please contact Sharon Kelly (skelly@esher.ac.uk), the Deputy Clerk
to the Corporation, at the College. If required, Sharon can send you
a nomination form or put you in contact with an existing Governor,
so that you are able to gain an accurate picture of the commitment
involved. We will require completed nomination forms returned to
the College by Monday 17th September 2018.

Esher College Exhibition and Fashion Show
2018 – A celebration of Student work
Every year Fine Art, Fashion & Textiles,
BTEC Art & Design, Photography, 3D
Design and Graphic Communication
students showcase their work at the
Esher College Exhibition and Fashion
Show. This is a fabulous exhibition
which highlights many of our extremely
talented students’ work. This year the
exhibition and fashion show will take
place on Tuesday 26th June, between
5.30-8.30pm.
Some of the highlights of this year’s show
include:
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British Physics
Olympiad 2018
AS Challenge
Congratulations to all our students who
participated in this year’s AS Physics
Challenge. Set by the University of Oxford, it
is designed to challenge the top lower sixth
physics students in the country and forms the
first stage in the prestigious British Physics
Olympiad competition. The hour long paper
comprises questions taken from A level topics,
set in difficult and unfamiliar contexts. Our
students have prepared throughout the year
by attending lunchtime extension sessions and
attempting past papers in their own time.

Fashion and Textiles
Fashion and Textiles isn’t just for
females, young men do it as well.
There has been an increase in the
number of male students doing Fashion
and they have had tremendous success
in their applications for Art Foundations
and Degree courses
after Esher.
Both male and female students have
had offers from Central St. Martin’s,
London College of Fashion, Kingston,
Nottingham Trent, Manchester,
Bournemouth and many more.
Many of these students will become
leading fashion designers, buyers,
textile designers, marketing and
management consultants, costume
designers, photographers, journalists,
and bloggers.
As the year comes to an end the 1st
years are already preparing for another

busy year ahead, while the 2nd years
prepare for their next steps.
The department wish them well in their
future plans.
We look forward to meeting many
present and future students and
parents at our end of year exhibition and
fashion show on Tuesday 26th June.

This year, despite very high grade boundaries,
and with only 44% of students entered
nationally achieving medal awards, we are
thrilled that Matthew Archibald, James
Stewart and Daniel Abraham achieved Bronze
1 certificates, Sam Whelan was placed within
the top 25%, gaining a Bronze 2 certificate and
Noah Goalen did fantastically well to place
within the top 11% and gain a silver award.
Congratulations, we are impressed by the
hard work and commitment shown by all the
students who took part.
Louise Perry

Dates for your Diary

Social Media

Summer Term 2018

For more information on what’s
happening at Esher College, follow us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Monday 11th June

6.1 students return to College

Tuesday 26th June

Esher Exhibition and Fashion Show

Friday 29th June

Summer Festival (pm)

Thursday 5th July

After Esher Day

Monday 9th to Friday 13th July

Wider Skills Activities

Friday 13th July

End of Term

Dates for Prospective Students and Parents
(September 2018 admissions)
Tuesday 26th June

Introduction Evening (parents)

Wednesday 27th June &
Thursday 28th June

Introduction Days (students)

eshercollege

@eshercollege

eshercollege

Adult
Education
Evening
Courses
2018/
2019

Start of Year 2018/19
Tuesday 28th to Thursday 30th August

Enrolment for new students

Monday 3rd September

Start of 6.2 Day

Dates for Prospective Students and Parents
(September 2019 admissions)
Monday 2nd July 2018

Open Evening

Congratulations to Team
Esher College!

Our new leaflet is now available and
offers a diverse range of courses including:
• IT
• Languages at various levels
• Counselling, Life Coaching & CPD
workshops
• Art, Interior Design & Photography
• Health, Exercise & Therapies
Full details of all of our courses
can be found on our website
www.esher.ac.uk/adult-education,
or by calling Maureen or Leena
on 020 8335 2544

Congratulations to all of the Esher College Team for taking part in the
5K fun run on Wednesday 9th May. The charity event, which took place
in Bushy Park, was organised by Mundays Solicitors in Cobham and
was in aid of The Princess Alice Hospice.

Don’t miss the Esher College

OPEN EVENING

Monday 2nd July 2018 | 4.30 - 8.00pm
for entry in September 2019

‘Outstanding teaching and learning’ Ofsted
• 99.6% pass rate and 84.9% A*- C grades*
• Over 40 different A Level and BTEC courses
• Up to 90% of students go on to higher education

www.esher.ac.uk/openevening
Weston Green Road | Thames Ditton | Surrey KT7 0JB
*Summer 2017 A Level Results

eshercollege

