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2017 - Best Ever A Level Results!
Esher College is extremely pleased to
report a 99.6% pass rate at A level (84.9%
A* - C grades). All of the College´s results
were above national benchmarks. The
proportion of students achieving the
highest grades is particularly impressive.
Students studying BTEC courses also
achieved excellent results. Please see the
website for further details.
An impressive 108 students achieved
three or more A Levels at A* or A grade,
including 15 students who achieved 3 or 4
A* grades; a remarkable achievement.
The College is also extremely proud to
report that a total of 235 A* grades were
awarded at A Level.
Sophie Peggs, who gained 4 A* grades
in Maths, Further Maths, Chemistry and
Physics said, “I’m extremely pleased with
all of my results. The help and support
that I have had from my teachers has been
amazing!” Sophie, who came to Esher
College from Hinchley Wood School, is off
to Warwick University to study Maths.
Nicolas Alongi, who gained an A grade in
both Government & Politics and History
and a B in Spanish, is off to do a ski season
in Meribel during his gap year, before
returning to study European Politics at
King’s College, London. Nicolas, who came
to Esher College from St George’s School,
said, “I’m very happy with my results and I
can now enjoy my gap year knowing that I
have got my university place.”

Claire Whiting, who gained 3 A* grades
in Maths, Chemistry and Physics said,
“I’m really excited that I am going to
study at Cambridge University. The help
and support that I got on the Oxbridge
programme at Esher College was
really helpful.” Claire, who came to
Esher College from Sir William Perkins’
School, is off to Christ’s College,
Cambridge to study Natural Sciences.
Dan Dean, the College Principal, said,
“I am absolutely delighted for our
students and their teachers on
Esher College’s exceptional 2017
examination results. This year’s A Level
achievements not only exceed the
national pass and high grade rate, but
they are also Esher College’s best ever
outcomes in both of these categories.
The data is based on 2217 entries and
is even more pleasing as the first group
of reformed A level subjects were being
assessed for the first time. We are
equally delighted by the performance
of our BTEC students who have also
achieved outstanding outcomes. We
wish all our students success as they
move on to the next stage of their
educational career or to employment.”
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(from left to right) –
Sophie Peggs, Claire Whiting, Nicolas
Alongi, Charlotte Boreham, Jake
Shanahan, Emily Stewart, Rhiannon
Davies, Joseph Jordan and
Alec Masoapatali

& much more!

Letter from
Dan Dean
Dear Parents, Students and Friends
Where else to start this first update
of the 2017/18 academic year, but
with our record-breaking examination
results? You can find a summary on the
front page and a detailed breakdown
of results by course on the website,
but I wanted to take the opportunity
to congratulate our students and
their teachers on this momentous
achievement. To see an increase in
both the pass rate and high grades at
A level (62.3% of entries were at A*- B,
compared to the national average of
53.1%) is remarkable, particularly in the
context of A level reform. It shows that
the hours spent preparing to deliver new
specifications in our first 16 reformed
courses has paid off. It also means
that, whether students are studying A
level or BTEC study programmes (or a
mixture of the two), they will be well
placed to progress to higher education
or employment.
As I write these notes, a successful
enrolment has been completed and the
College is full for the academic year
ahead. After two days of induction to
ensure that our new students make a
smooth transition to College life, lessons
are underway and the campus has its
usual positive and vibrant atmosphere.
There is a real sense of purpose as

College Africa
Trust (ECAT)
The College continues to raise funds for
the Esher College Africa Trust (ECAT),
our registered charity 115651. The
charity supports the Dope School, out
in rural Zimbabwe, and raises money to
help pay school fees for children who are
AIDS orphans. Money also goes to help
them buy necessities, such as pencils,
and even shoes in some cases, as many
of them walk miles to and from school
every day. School fees are $50 per child
per term and we have recently had to
scale down the number of pupils as our
funding is not sufficient, even with the
Student Union fundraising and help from
the Trustees. For further information, or
to find out how you can help support the
charity, please contact Vreni Oleram, a
Trustee of ECAT, by e-mail:
voleram@esher.ac.uk

students adjust to a new level of study
and I have been impressed by the focus
shown by both first and second year
students. This all bodes well for the
year ahead.
The range of extension opportunities
underpins the success of the Esher
College learning experience and you will
find plenty of examples throughout this
newsletter. I would like to give July’s
Wider Skills Week a special mention.
Students choose from a huge number
of exciting options and these help to
build skills and expand experience,
supporting both personal development
and applications for higher education and
employment. The week is also a terrific
way to draw a demanding year to a close.
You will find a summary of some of the
activities elsewhere in these pages.

I am delighted to inform you that Adrian
Mills has been elected as the new Parent
Governor and we look forward to working
with Adrian over his two year term.
On administrative matters, if you have
recently had a change of address,
telephone number or e-mail could you
please ask your daughter/son to check
their student records on the portal, as
a matter of urgency, and to use the link
to e-mail our MIS Manager with any
amendments, so that we know where
to contact you if necessary.
I must make my regular mention of
ECAT, the official Esher College charity,
and our adult education portfolio. Any
support you are able to give to the former
would be much appreciated, and please
do pick up a prospectus for the latter.
We are constantly adding to our evening
courses and there may well be an
opportunity you find hard to resist!
Finally, I would like to wish all our
students an enjoyable and successful
year. I look forward to meeting many of
you at the various College events over the
course of the academic year.

Dan Dean
Principal
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Ambassador Study Visit to Israel 2017

The Esher College History department
presented me with the opportunity to visit
Auschwitz with the Holocaust Education
Trust back in November 2016. After
completing this visit and the follow up
seminars I became an ambassador for
the Trust. Shortly after this, applications
opened to become regional ambassadors
and I was honoured to be chosen from
hundreds of applicants as one of six
regional ambassadors for the London area.
The role gave me more responsibility to
raise awareness of the Holocaust and
the chance to visit Israel to study at Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem in July 2017. It is
an experience I will never forget.
The first two days in Israel were excursion
days. First we visited Masada, the former
home of King Herod the Great and a
former refuge for Jews hoping to resist the
Romans. Then, in 40 degree heat, we took
a dip in the Dead Sea. It was a very surreal

feeling as, due to the incredibly high salt
content, I had no option but to float on my
back; you really do feel weightless! The
following day was spent entirely in the old
city, giving us a great insight into Jewish
life and what they consider holy sites, as
well as how they interact with other groups
like Christians and Muslims. We were also
given some time to wander the intricate
markets and try some Israeli cuisine.
For the rest of the week, we received
lectures from some of the world’s best
researchers on the Holocaust and covered
a wide range of themes, from the origins
of Judaism itself all the way through
to modern-day Nazi hunters. The most
interesting seminar for me was focused
on the ghettos and how photographs
were used as a weapon of propaganda
to promote hatred of Jews: for example,
photos in ghettos were staged and were
often subject to reshoots. It was also

Great Britain Team for Coupe de
la Jeunesse (Hazewinkel, 28-30 July)
Congratulations to Esher College student,
Scott Cockle, and his coxed four (JM4+)
rowing team who won two gold medals
after competing at Hazewinkel, Belgium,
this summer. Great Britain took home
eight gold medals as they topped the
Coupe de la Jeunesse points table.
Under-18 rowers from across England and
Scotland took to the water in the two-day
competition, which saw twelve European
countries come together to battle it out
over thirteen events on each day.

fascinating looking at Judaism as both
a religion and a form of nationality, and
how the term “The Children of Israel”
originated.
The long flight back to the UK was a
time for reflection on an incredible and
eye-opening week that has given me a
new found drive to spread the knowledge
I have gained. I want to help the Holocaust
Education Trust as much as possible in
reaching as many teachers and young
people as possible, so that the Holocaust
is taught respectfully and in a way that
ensures the individual stories of the
victims are never forgotten.
Louis Fell
Louis is pictured above - fifth person to
the right of the Ambassador to Israel
(back row)

A Blast from the Past!
Former student, Finn Cole, came back
to tell us about what he has been up to
since leaving College. We have been very
fortunate to have Finn return to College a
few times since leaving in 2014, to talk to
our Drama & Theatre Studies students.
Earlier this summer he very kindly spoke
to some of our students during Wider
Skills Week, telling them about the process
of auditioning and working in the film
industry and the differences between the
UK and USA. He also provided feedback
for audition monologues. Whilst at Esher,
Finn studied A Level Theatre Studies,
English Language and Economics. Finn is
most famous for appearing in ‘An Inspector
Calls’ (2015), ‘Animal Kingdom’ (2016) and
‘Peaky Blinders’ (2013).

What did you do after leaving
Esher?
“Whilst I was at Esher I was working on
my first professional acting role in ‘Peaky
Blinders’. That was three years ago now,
and since then I have managed to maintain a

What are your plans for
the future?
“I plan to carry on working as much as
possible. I never know where I’ll be in the next
few months or what I’ll be doing, which both
terrifies and excites me.”

What hobbies and interests
do you have?
“ I love water-sports, music, creating and
story telling.”

body of work in an unpredictable yet
exciting business. I’m currently in an
American show called ‘Animal Kingdom’,
I’ve just finished filming the lead in a new
Simon Pegg and Nick Frost picture, and
I’m flying out to New Mexico next week to
start a film with Margot Robbie. I’m also
working with another former Esher student
at the moment - Izzy Loughland, who left
in 2009. I’ve had fantastic opportunities and
been lucky enough to work with some of my
greatest idols.”

Esher College Oscars
The Esher College annual Film, Media and Photography Oscar
Ceremony event took place on Wednesday 24th May. This
event showcases the best 6.2 Film, Media and Photography
work across A Level and BTEC. It is also an opportunity for the
students to celebrate their achievements before going on study
leave and completing their final exams. As always, it was a very
glitzy and well attended event!
Students were awarded prizes within the following categories:
Best Portrait Photography; Best Creative Photography; Best
Digitally Manipulated Image; Best Daylight Fashion Image; Best
Studio Image; Best Manually Manipulated Image; Best Creative
Moving Image; Best Screenplay (BTEC Media Production); Best
Film (Film Studies & Media Studies); Best Music Video (BTEC);
Best Music Video (Media A Level); Best Film (BTEC); and Best
Screenplay (Film Studies). Congratulations to all of our very
talented Media, Film and Photography students!

What advice would you give to
your 16 year old self and anyone
hoping to get into acting?
“If I could go back and speak to myself as a
16 year old aspiring actor I’d say: “Chill. No
rush. Stay creative, confident, and learn from
every possible experience. Know your place.
Know your worth... Oh, and friends and
family are more important than anything.
Good luck.”

Meet the Teacher
Name: Bob Woollins
Position: Teacher of Maths
From: 2014
	
1 What inspired you to go
into teaching?
There are two answers to this question.
The first is that I did an internship in an
office once and found it deadly boring,
and knew I needed to do something
more engaging. The second is that when
I was in school I was never pushed hard
enough. Nothing ever challenged me and
so when I arrived in Cambridge expecting
to do the same amount of work I was
in for a big shock. I had no idea what
working hard was and it took me almost
two years to really learn how to work
effectively. I became a teacher to make sure that didn’t happen
to anyone else, which is why I make my students work so hard.
It’s for their own good, I swear!

2 Why have you chosen to
work in a Sixth Form College?
We don’t have any sixth form colleges in Scotland, and when
I heard about their existence when I was in uni I was really
envious - I was sure I’d have loved to go to one. Having
worked here for three years I’m now certain that a sixth form
college would have been perfect for me. I have classes full
of enthusiastic further mathematicians who will enjoy the
problems I give them almost as much as I do - in a regular
secondary school you’re lucky to have one enthusiastic
mathematician in a class. I know when I was in school I was the
only one!

3 What is the best thing about your job?
I get to spend all day doing maths! I think sometimes there are
some other people in the room who do maths too.

4 What are you most proud of?
I once ate an entire cheesecake by myself in a single sitting.

5 When you were younger, what teacher
inspired you the most? How did they?
Mr Nisbet taught me maths in 2nd year and 5th year - that’s
year 9 and year 12 in England! He had a way of going off on
tangents about all these really interesting areas - different types
of infinity, complex numbers, the lot. He made me realise that
it was okay to admit to finding maths fun, which I am eternally
grateful for. I found his YouTube channel a few years ago and
was pleased to see that even though he’s retired he’s still doing
plenty of maths.

6 What book has influenced you most?
I read my way through a gigantic pile of fantasy when I was
younger - I may have even taught a lesson or two on the history
of Middle Earth. But it feels like a sin to give any answer that
isn’t a book by Terry Pratchett - many of my attempts at humour
are stolen from him. The question is which one - the whole of
Discworld is marvellous. If I was pressed to pick one I’d have
to lean towards one of the Vimes books - Thud or Night Watch
would edge it, I think.

7 What words of wisdom would you pass
onto your 16-year-old self?
Some things are more important than winning. But not many!

Nestlé Work Experience Competition
Many congratulations to Amy Cooper, Madeleine Jones and
Izzy Mettan-Ure for winning a week’s paid work experience
with Nestlé, at their headquarters in Gatwick.
To win one of the five places on offer, the students were
invited to attend a Nestlé run workshop and complete an
“apprentice” type task to produce and market a new coffee.
Previous work experience candidates have performed well
and secured places on Nestlé Apprenticeship schemes!

Wider Skills Week at Esher College 10th - 14th July
Wider Skills Week is an annual Esher College event which
aims to provide students with an opportunity to get involved
in activities that will help them develop their skills, introduce
them to new skills or benefit their A Level studies. Taking part
in Wider Skills Week also helps to strengthen the students’
university or employment applications. With approximately 50

Chemistry Adventures
During Wider Skills Week, the Chemistry
Department gave students an excellent opportunity
to visit sites across London and further afield to
broaden their understanding of chemistry. Activities
that dealt with core chemistry included a visit to
the UCL Chemistry Department to synthesize,
purify and analyse specific chemicals, and a trip
to the Laboratory of Government Chemists in
Teddington to witness how the government test for
narcotics in urine and blood samples. Students also
witnessed use of Mass Spectrometry in the research
laboratory, working at the metrology end of science.
In addition to this, students also visited Fullers
Brewery in Chiswick to see behind the scenes of
a famous working brewery, covering history and
heritage, and an insight into ale-making.
A Biomolecular and Pharmacy conference at
Brighton University provided students with
a chance to experience taster lectures and
hands-on experiments as part of two laboratory
sessions. Chemistry students also met current
undergraduates and academics to learn about
routes into Pharmacy and Biomolecular Sciences
courses and careers.
Seema Madan

Creative Cooking
Using equipment and the sort of facilities found
in shared kitchens and kitchenettes in typical
student accommodation, students were taught
how to plan, budget, shop for, prepare and cook
tasty, cheap and nutritious meals. They also got
the chance to be creative with a “Ready, Steady,
Cook” meets “MasterChef” challenge on the
final day.
Nicola Wilberforce

different courses to take part in, students are able to choose
from a range of trips and activities, including ‘Braille for
Beginners’, ‘Exploring Maths and Science in the Real World’,
‘Creative Writing’ and ‘An Introduction to Counselling Skills’.
Here are just a few of the courses that took place this year:
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Berlin Trip
Our first Berlin activity was a visit to the
compelling Stasi (East German) prison. It
was here that we heard the plight of some
of the prisoners first hand, as our tour
guide had actually been incarcerated there
himself for failing to join the communist
party. Next was my favourite destination
of the trip, Lake Weißensee. The facilities
attached to the lake were great - it had
everything from changing rooms for
swimmers to a bar and food stands for
those who were hungry. I spent the evening
swimming and socialising with my friends
on deckchairs.
The following day started with a visit to
Checkpoint Charlie; this was part of our
‘Discovering Berlin’ walking tour. Various
buses and trains took us around the city
and the odd dash for a bus kept us on our
toes! We visited the site where the famous
Potsdam Conference took place as well
as the surrounding area including the
“Belvedere on the Pfingstberg”. Despite us
having a long day, we were all enthusiastic
to go out in Friedrichshain. This district was
tailored to our every “night out” need with
numerous bars and restaurants that made
the evening very enjoyable.
Bundestag, the German parliament
building was the first destination on the
agenda for the third day. I particularly
enjoyed this part of the trip, not only for
the obvious political associations but
also because of the immense historical
significance of the building. What struck
me the most was the fact that the writing
from the Soviet soldiers, who took over
Berlin in 1945, was still there. Photos were
taken of the presidential building before
we scaled the impressive victory column.

The group then split and I was involved
in a revolutionary tour, which focused on
the actual historical prevalence of Berlin’s
revolutionary politics and the techniques
that are involved in protesting. This was
all explained to us by an experienced
protester, who actually attended the
G20 protests in Hamburg. Our evening
adventures took place in Kreuzberg which
is a very lively and hip part of Berlin.
The next morning started with a bang as
the groups split and I was on a graffiti tour.
What I found especially interesting was
the message behind the works of these
talented artists. Our guide took us to the
best spots where it wasn’t just spray paint
but posters as well. My personal favourite
was the dancing confetti girls by the street
artist SOBR. The highlight of the day,
however, was the Cold War bike tour which
we completed in the afternoon. Our guide
was friendly and, despite the weather, we
were able to cycle around the streets of
Berlin and learn a lot in the process.
On our final day we went on the ‘Berlin
from Below’ tour, which involved getting a
guided tour of the bunkers that were used
by civilians in World War 2. We spent the
afternoon shopping and getting lunch in
Alexanderplatz, which was easily done as
we were spoilt for choice. The afternoon
was especially interesting for me as my
group visited a museum which had an
exhibition of photographs. The display of
photos taken during the Nazi occupation
were of most interest to me. A huge thank
you to Meir for organising such a great trip!
Harry Sarginson-Bloom and Rebecca
Voysey

Drama – Preparing for
university and auditions
We were very fortunate to welcome back former Esher College
students, Skye Hallam and Finn Cole to the College for our Drama
and Theatre Studies Wider Skills Course. Both Skye and Finn have
gone on to become very successful after leaving College and on the
last day they were able to work with our current students and offer
advice, top tips and feedback on material performed.
Cathy Hudson

History Trip to the National Archives
handle these documents which
have such significance in British
history. Collectively we researched a
variety of different historical periods,
with topics ranging from Land Girls,
the killer Fred West, Richard I, and
the suffragettes. We found some
interesting sources such as Richard I’s
seal, and some original World War Two
propaganda posters.

During Wider Skills Week a group
of students interested in history had
the opportunity to visit the National
Archives at Kew to carry out a research
project about any area of British history
we could think of! These government
archives stretch back to 1086 and up
until 1984 and contain over 11 million
historical government and public
records. We were able to access a
range of different sources, including
parchment, posters, maps, paintings
and even digital records and websites,
as soon as we received our reader’s
tickets. It was amazing to be able to

My particular area of interest was
the industrial revolution and I found
some fascinating sources from the
period, including documents with
photographs of new innovations,
such as Stephenson’s ‘Rocket’,
and the Spinning Mule, one of the
first inventions to produce cloth
mechanically and so making a
significant impact on society in
industrial Britain.
Furthermore, after spending two
days at the Archives, we collated the
research into presentations, which we
gave to the group. They were really
engaging as well as being informative
about our respective areas of research.
Overall the trip was a success and
I would really recommend it to 6.1
students next year!
Annabel D’Monte

St John
Ambulance
First Aid
Course
The four-day course was an extremely
informative and “eye-opening”
experience. Having a family member with
a medical background, and also being
interested in molecular biochemistry on
a pharmaceutical level myself, I was very
keen to learn these essential life-saving
skills, as well as to understand human
anatomy and its direct relationship to
certain medical conditions and injuries.
Jack Fendley
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Health and
Social Care
A number of first year BTEC Health and
Social Care students chose a variety of
work placements for Wider Skills Week,
which included Reception Classes,
Nurseries and the School of Nursing at
Kingston University.
The students provided valuable
assistance to the staff who were
particularly effusive in their praise of the
students’ contributions. A few quotes
about the students were; “great help”,
“worked very well with the children”,
“integrated well”, “interested”, “worked
as part of a team”.
We are immensely proud of the students
for the positive reflection on the College
and for the high standards they have set
themselves.
Annie Teoh Williams

Literary London
London has been the base for a huge
range of renowned writers, playwrights
and artists and we began our first day
with a visit to Samuel Johnson’s house,
the original draughtsman of the first
English dictionary. Situated in the heart
of London, the house gave us an insight
into the life of Johnson and the works he
produced throughout his career, as well
as his personal life.
We met early the next day, outside
Holborn station, in order to explore the
neighbouring Bloomsbury historical
area, including locations where writers
who were part of the 1920’s Bloomsbury
Group, such as Virginia Woolf, lived. Led
by an eccentric guide, we visited the
homes of many distinguished poets and
authors and discovered the influences on
their work, as well as their private lives
(which we found rather disturbing). The
tour concluded at the British Museum,
where many writers have found

inspiration within the vast structure that
continues to motivate many creative
minds today.
On the final day of our Literary London
experience we were lucky enough to
go on a tour around London’s most
famed theatre: the National Theatre.
The tour began with a brief history of
the theatre followed by a quick view of
all the auditoriums (and an encounter
with Andrew Garfield, who was warming
up before his matinee show: Angels in
America). After seeing where the sets,
costumes and props were designed
and made, we dashed off to the Duke of
York’s Theatre where a National Theatre
production (Our Ladies of Perpetual
Succour) had recently transferred. The
show was a fun, energetic and hilarious
production; a brilliant way to end our
Wider Skills Week course.
Luke Ainger & Kc Gardiner

History Trip to Munich
In the final week of the College year an
amazing group of History students took a
ridiculously early flight to Munich (thanks,
Declan, I really wanted to get up at 3AM!)
The trip was an excellent opportunity to get
a head start in this year’s coursework by
giving us an on the ground insight into
Nazi Germany.
One of the most impressive sights of
the trip was from Hitler’s personal tea
rooms the ‘Eagle’s Nest’ where we had
an amazing view of the Alps. We also got
to see the ruins of Hitler’s holiday home
that became the second seat of the Nazi
government because Hitler spent more
time at the Berghof than anywhere else
before World War II.
The trip to Dachau concentration camp
and the guided tour was deeply moving.

Everyone was affected by seeing the
terrible conditions that inmates were forced
to live and die in, because of how real the
horrible facts were.

to BMW’s hologram poster as the videos we
posted on it may not have been what BMW’s
marketing team exactly had in mind, but
they were very funny.

The mood was not lightened by the NS
Documentation Centre, where we did
further research into Munich before, during
and after Nazi rule. The Documentation
Centre is built on the ruins of the Brown
House, the headquarters of the Nazi party.
The huge amount of detailed information
in the Documentation Centre is fascinating
as it covers everything from the Bavarian
Soviet republic in 1919 to Neo-Nazi and
anti-fascist activity still going on in the city.
To unwind at the end of the day we went
to the Tollwood Festival (where many of
us enjoyed the silent disco), BMW, and
the 1972 Olympic Stadium. Here I must
apologise for the improvements we made

On our final day our guide took us on a
fascinating and incredibly well-informed
tour of Munich, revealing the city’s links to
Hitler, Nazis, and the Third Reich. We got to
see everything from the Sony store where
Hitler first encountered the Nazi party
(it was a beer hall back in the day) to the
building designed to house Aryan art, as
well as many more interesting sights.
Overall it was an incredibly useful and
insightful trip where we learnt many
valuable lessons (not all History-related)
and we got to enjoy the lovely city of
Munich, past and present.
Joel Spires

Physics Trip to CERN

Twenty-four Physics students went
to CERN (Conseil Européen pour la
Recherche Nucléaire) in Geneva during
Wider Skills Week this year. We spent four
beautifully sunny days exploring the CERN
site, and the physics behind the Large
Hadron Collider (LHC), and looking
round Geneva.
On day one, after landing at Geneva airport
and checking into the hotel, we caught
the tram to the CERN site and explored
the microcosm exhibition. This is an
interactive exhibit that tells the story of
the LHC from the hydrogen bottle, which
provides the protons, to the particle
detectors in the LHC itself where the
proton-proton collisions take place. There
was a life-size mock-up of part of the
ATLAS (A Large Toroidal Lhc ApparaTus)
detector as well as many pieces of
equipment on display. The students then
expanded on what they had learned using
the booklet they were given for the trip,
producing impressive A3 posters which
can now be seen in the physics lab.
The second day was spent on the CERN
site. The weather was beautiful and
after a morning of answering questions
on the physics behind the LHC, we had
lunch in the sun at the CERN restaurant

surrounded by the research scientists and
staff who work there. After exploring the
globe exhibition, we were taken on a tour
of some of the facilities. We started at
the control centre for the ATLAS detector
where we learnt a bit about how they
detect the particles and the challenges
involved in doing so, including a short
3D film about it. We were then taken by
bus to the cryogenic test centre over
the border in France. This is where the
superconducting magnets are tested
before being put into the LHC. They have
to be cooled to a temperature less than 4
degrees above absolute zero! After dinner,
we all met up for a quiz. The teachers’
team was winning at the end of the physics
rounds but quickly lost ground in the later
general knowledge rounds.
The sunny weather continued into day
three. We spent the morning exploring
the History of Science museum which
is situated in a stunning park by Lake
Geneva. There were all kinds of pieces of
equipment on display, including some very
early batteries, sundials, microscopes,
electrostatic generators and much more.
In the grounds we tried out the Magdeburg
hemispheres (why not google this) and
parabolic mirrors which allowed us to
talk to each other at a very great distance

across the gardens. After eating lunch
by the lake, we walked past the United
Nations building to the Red Cross Museum
where the audio guides told us all about
the work undertaken by the Red Cross
throughout the centuries. After a quick
trip back to the hotel to freshen up, we
gathered at the quay for a boat trip up
Lake Geneva. The breeze and spray from
the lake provided a welcome relief from
the heat of the sun. We finished the day
with dinner in a local restaurant.
We flew home on day four, but not before
we spent the morning exploring the town.
The students went off in their friendship
groups to different areas of Geneva. Some
opted for a relaxing morning on the beach
and more boat trips while others explored
the botanical gardens or some of the
museums and architecture.
The photographs from the trip are
on the Esher College Physics
Facebook page.
If you want to learn more about the work
that goes on at CERN, why not read
“Understanding the Higgs Boson”, a free
117 page booklet from the Royal Society*.
Jon Poole

*Ref: www.understanding-the-higgs-boson.org

Music and Performing Arts Course
Musicians, actors, dancers and Performing Arts students took
part in various trips and workshops run by visiting musicians
and performers this summer.
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Volunteering in Iceland
In July the Volunteering Abroad group
travelled to Iceland to take part in an
environmental volunteering project. The
students worked hard independently to
fundraise the amount needed to take part
in the trip and they all did fantastically
well. On Friday 7th July we flew to Keflavik
airport before driving South to Vik where
we stayed the night. On the second day we
broke up the long journey east by stopping
off to see black sandy beaches and lava
fields, and to walk behind waterfalls!
The views were stunning. We reached
Eskilfjordur very late and the in-country
volunteers had left us dinner, which was
well received!
The following three days we walked to
areas that were badly affected by lupins,
a pretty but invasive species that destroys
indigenous plants. We were shown how
to use various tools to remove them
effectively. Everyday the students were
tired but were given free access to the
local, naturally heated swimming pool,
which helped ease aching limbs! Over
the three days we cleared a huge area of

lupins and all the hard work was worth
it. On our fourth day of volunteering we
walked 8km of coastline clearing eight
large bin bags of rubbish! At the end of
our walk we visited a quartz mine before
walking home again. Suffice to say after
16km – everyone slept well! Finally we
headed north to Raufarhöfn, the most
northern settlement in Iceland, where
the light at 2am was identical to 11am so
we were very glad we had brought our
sleeping masks! Whilst there we saw
Heimskautsgerðið, otherwise known as
the ‘Artic Henge’ (built in 1988!). We then
headed south again, visiting more fabulous
waterfalls, volcanoes and lava fields along
the way.

Blue Turner

We finally arrived at the hostel in Reykjavik
which felt like luxury, with blackout
curtains and hot showers you could use for
as long as you wanted! We spent the day in
Reykjavik touring the city and sightseeing
before doing a bit of shopping and having
pizza for dinner! The next day we travelled
home to the UK but not before seeing the
fissure where the Eurasian and American

Introduction
to Zoology
Students spent three days exploring the anatomy,
behaviour, physiology and evolution of a range of different
organisms. They had the opportunity to handle a range
of live organisms, including meerkats, snakes, bearded
dragons, blue tongued skinks, birds of prey and many more.
They took part in a rat dissection masterclass at College
and visited the Grant Museum of Zoology and the London
Aquarium. The students also volunteered to do a day’s
conservation work, removing an invasive species from the
banks of the Thames at Ham House, to help develop a more
suitable habitat for the endangered water vole.
Hilary Thomson

plates meet. All students returned home
safe and well and should be very proud of
the amazing effort they made to make a
difference to a small community far away!
We very much enjoyed the trip. Thanks to
Fiona Thornton for coming with us and all
her help on the trip.

Photography and
Media visit

During Wider Skills Week, the Photography and Media
Departments took thirty-five students on a university taster
experience, focused on creative degree options. Forging further
links with Southampton Solent University and the Arts University
Bournemouth, students completed a series of workshops at both
institutions. On day one and two these included: a crash course in
effective storytelling, linked to the TV Production course at Solent;
an introduction to editing with award winning ex BBC editor,
Trish Morris; and a lighting workshop, where students developed
understanding of the principles of lighting and how it alters the
look of the human form. Photography students also completed a
portfolio building workshop, helping them understand the best
way to present their work for university interview.
Staying overnight in Deanery Halls, Southampton, gave students a
further taste of life after Esher.
On day three, Arts University Bournemouth offered similar
insights, with lecturer and award winning photographer, Paul
Wenham-Clarke, outlining the value of choosing degree courses
with strong industry links, particularly when interested in the
creative arts.
The three-day intensive offered students the chance to reflect on
higher education options and ask those all-important questions
about career pathways: an invaluable experience for all.
Becky Voller

Esher College Exhibition 2017
Visitors to the Esher College Exhibition
were in for a treat this year, with the
large collection of magnificent work on
display. The following departments were
all involved in the exhibition: BTEC Art &
Design, Fashion and Textiles, Fine Art,
Graphic Communications, Photography
and 3D Design. There was also a
Celebration of Achievement Evening and
Prize Giving Ceremony on Wednesday
28th June, together with the annual
Fashion Show. Congratulations to all of
our very talented students and teachers
for all their work in putting this huge
exhibition together.
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Progression Guidance
New opening times:
Booked 1:1 appointments only:
10.30am-1.30pm (to 11.45 Wednesday)
and 2.00-3.00pm (Wednesday)
Drop-in sessions:
9.30-10.30am every day and 2.00-3.00pm
every day except Wednesday.
Employment/apprenticeship advice:
Friday 9.30am-4.00pm
The Progression Guidance Department
arranges a full programme of activities to
help you plan for your future. All students
are entitled to receive impartial advice
and guidance to help them make the right
choices for progression. Students may
request individual interviews at any time
and parents are welcome to attend if they
wish to.
The staff in the Progression Guidance
Department are available to advise you
from your first visit at Open Evening, to
helping you choose subjects at enrolment
interviews, right through to your last

day at College when you receive your
examination results. We have experience
in giving advice on all aspects of university/
higher education and employment, and
have personal contacts at the majority
of British universities as a result of our
Higher Education Day, which proves to be
invaluable when we are helping you make
decisions about higher education.

provide specialist support enabling
students to explore their subject in greater
depth, often outsides of the confines
of the syllabus. In addition to support
offered within the College, visitors and
representatives from both Oxford and
Cambridge visit and run workshops on
interviews, the application procedure and
life at the university.

Progression Guidance Events
In addition to all of the help and support
offered on a daily basis, the Progression
Guidance Department organises four
key events throughout the College year:
Higher Education Parents Evening, Higher
Education Day, After Esher Day and Wider
Skills Week.

Mock interviews are also arranged and
run within departments, although, in some
cases, experts within the student’s chosen
field volunteer their time to run mock
interviews. We can’t thank them enough
for their contribution to the students’
success. The students applying to Oxford
have admissions tests and Heads of
Departments and Divisional Heads run
separate sessions to help them prepare.
The Oxbridge programme at Esher College
is run by our Oxbridge Coordinator,
Shai Moghul. For further details, please
contact smoghul@esher.ac.uk

Oxbridge Programme
As part of the Oxbridge Programme, the
College offers students regular sessions
helping students with the following areas;
writing personal statements, interview
techniques and preparing for interviews.
We also offer subject specific support
within departments, where heads of the
department or designated staff members

Chemistry Cambridge Challenge 2017 Winners
Once again this year, Esher
College year 1 Chemistry students
entered the Cambridge Chemistry
Challenge. This challenge provides
a great opportunity to test indepth understanding of a student’s
knowledge and their ability to solve
problems that are presented in a
demanding context.

We are delighted to announce that
Anna Alderson and Mattea Goalen
each won the Gold certificate, while a
further thirty-four students achieved
Silver or Bronze certificates.
Many congratulations to all
the winners!
Seema Madan

BTEC Creative Media student of the Year 2017
Congratulations to talented former Esher College
student, Quinn Wells, who was recognised as
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The Student Union
Since being elected last summer, the
Student Union has been busy organising
a number of events as well as helping the
transition of new students into their first
year at Esher.
“Esher College refuses to ignore people
in crisis.” – British Red Cross. Following
the tragic disaster that was the Grenfell
Tower fire, the Esher College Student Union
clubbed together to organise a collection
day on 23rd June, following national
encouragement, ‘green for Grenfell’.
Students were encouraged to wear green
in honour of those who had lost their lives
in the event, as well as the survivors, and
raised a whopping total of £477.36 towards
the British Red Cross’ London Fire Relief
Fund. Our donation has helped to provide
vital support and assistance needed to
recover and rebuild people’s lives after
this devastating incident. Without our
passionate and loving student body and
staff, we would not have been able to make

It was great to start off the Sports Season,
on Wednesday 20th September with a
block friendly against Godalming College.
The following teams played at home:
Men’s Football 1st Team, Ladies’ Netball
1st Team, Ladies’ Netball 2nd Team,
Men’s Rugby Team and Men’s Basketball
Team. We managed to catch a few of the
teams for a quick photo before the games.
We wish all of our sports teams the best
of luck for the new season!

such a difference, and on behalf of the
Student Union we say a massive thank you
to all.
On Thursday 29th June we organised an
end of year celebration, inviting both 6.1s
and 6.2s to come and join the fun. We had
booked several fairground-style rides for
our peers to enjoy, including a Spinball ride,
an assault course and a “total wipeout”
style Last-Man-Standing game. We also set
up two stalls selling mocktails and sweets
to add to the atmosphere of a festival. Our
produce sold like hot cakes, so we were
able to donate the proceedings (£69.20) to
ECAT. All in all the day was a great success,
creating a fun final day for the leavers
and helping to establish us amongst the
student body.
From a marketing perspective, advertising
and promoting this year’s 6.1 Freshers is a
key part of creating the ‘hype’! This year’s
shortlisted themes by the Student Voice

Adult Education

2017-2018

We offer a diverse range of courses in a
variety of subjects. Our shorter courses
start each term and include:
• IT
• Languages
• Counselling and Life Coaching
• Art, Design and Photography
• Health, Fitness and Lifestyle
Full details of all our courses can be
found on the website
www.esher.ac.uk/adult-education
or by, phoning Maureen or Leena on
020 8335 2544

are very exciting and we can’t wait to see
what the student body choose when voting
opens! This year’s Freshers will once again
be held at the Hippodrome, and it is a great
opportunity to make friends outside the
classroom.
Our aims for the rest of the year are to
promote ECAT, raise awareness of the
fantastic support available at College and
provide extracurricular opportunities
so students can broaden their College
experience.
The Student Union (from left to right, photo
on bottom left): Max Bateson (Finance
Executive), Amy Benton and Riona Roy
(Events and Charities Executives), Lily
Hedley (Health and Wellbeing Executive),
Niamh Beatty (Equality and Diversity
Executive), Emily Thomas (Vice President),
Emily Wilmot (Eco Executive), Freddie
Brown (Marketing Executive) and
Ben Williams (President).

Dates for your Diary
Autumn Term 2017
Friday 20th October

INSET

Monday 23rd to Friday 27th October

Half Term

Thursday 23rd November

Progress Review Evening
(by invitation only)

Friday 15th December

End of Term

Open Evening
for entry in
September 2019

Spring Term 2018
Wednesday 3rd January

Term begins

Monday 8th January

‘Catch Up Day’ – no lessons

Monday 12th to Friday 16th February

Half Term

Thursday 22nd February

Progress Review Evening (surnames A-F)

Thursday 1st March

Progress Review Evening (surnames G-N)

Monday 5th March

Progress Review Evening (surnames O-Z)

Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th March

Higher Education Evenings

Thursday 22nd March

Higher Education Day and Evening
Convention		

Thursday 29th March

End of Term

Monday 2nd July 2018, 4.30-8.00pm
Open to all - no need to book

Summer Term 2018
Monday 16th April

Term begins

Thursday 19th April

Progress Review Evening
(by invitation only)

Monday 7th May

May Day Holiday

Monday 14th May

6.1 Exam Leave

Wednesday 23rd May

6.2 Exam Leave (pm)

Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June

Half Term

Monday 11th June

6.1 students return to College for
start of Year 2 Studies

Friday 29th June

Summer Festival (pm)

Thursday 5th July

After Esher Day

Monday 9th to Friday 13th July

Wider Skills Activities

Friday 13th July

End of Term

Dates for Prospective Students and Parents
(September 2018 admissions)
Thursday 11th January

Information Evening (parents)

Thursday 25th January

Information Evening (parents)

Tuesday 26th June

Introduction Evening (parents)

Wednesday 27th & Thursday 28th June

Introduction Days (students)

For more information on what’s
happening at Esher College, follow us on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
eshercollege

Start of Year 2018/19
Tuesday 28th to Thursday 30th August

Enrolment for new students

Monday 3rd September

6.2 students Re-enrolment Day

Dates for Prospective Students and Parents
(September 2019 admissions)
Monday 2nd July 2018

Social Media

Open Evening

@eshercollege

eshercollege

