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Celebrating Success at Esher Sixth Form College
Outstanding results open doors for our A Level and BTEC students
Esher Sixth Form College is pleased to
report a 99.3 per cent pass rate at A Level
for our 2019 alumni with 80.9 per cent
achieving A* - C grades. Students studying
BTEC courses also achieved excellent
results.
Ben Jureidini, who gained four A* grades in
English Literature, Biology, Psychology and
Classical Civilisation says, “I’m thrilled with
my results! Not only do I have my teachers to
thank for my grades but also for motivating
me to apply to Oxford in the first place.”
Ben is one of seven students to accept a
place at Oxbridge this year. Ben, formerly
from the Hall School and our former Student
Union President, is off to St John’s College,
Oxford, to study English. He is joined by
Freya Thomson, formerly from Teddington
School, who will be studying Law; Paula
McGechan, from Three Rivers Academy, who
will be studying Psychology and Linguistics
and Luke Geoghegan, formerly from
Sunbury Manor, who is studying History.
Students accepting their offers to Cambridge
are Maddie Lynes, formerly from Teddington
School, to study English; Sam Whelan, from
Three Rivers Academy to study Engineering
and Lois Whitelegg, from Ricards Lodge, to
study Medicine.
Lois, who gained three A* grades in
Chemistry, Biology and Maths says, “It was
only when my Biology teacher put me
forward for the Satro Scheme and I was
given a placement at St George’s Hospital,
that I realised that I wanted to study
medicine. I can’t believe I have got my place
at Cambridge – I am so excited!”
The Satro Scheme is a long-established
educational charity working across the
South East to inspire young people into

Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM).
Esme Amos, formerly from Howard of
Effingham School, gained a Di* in BTEC
Applied Science and two B grades in
Physical Education and Psychology and is
off to Sheffield Hallam University to study
Physiotherapy. She says, “My BTEC Science
teachers really encouraged me to apply for
my course as I didn’t know that I could apply
with a BTEC. I’m really pleased.”
We are also proud of our three vets-in-themaking, Marcus Hoban, Julia Tait and Holly
Roberts who all took up their places at Bristol
and Nottingham to study Veterinary Science.
Dan Dean, the College Principal, says, “It’s
immensely rewarding to see all the hard
work of both students and teachers pay off.
Achievement at this level opens doors for the
future and we look forward to hearing about
the wide range of pathways our students
will now follow. Well done to the 2019 Esher
Sixth Form College cohort!”
Students in the above photo
(from left to right)
James Jacques – achieved three A grades
Olivia Hancock – achieved three A grades.
Freya Thomson – achieved three A* grades.
Esme Amos – achieved a Di* award and
two B grades.
Lois Whitelegg – achieved three A* grades.
Zahra Hutton – achieved two A* grades
and an A grade.
Michael Cottom – achieved three A* grades
and a Di* award.
Ben Jureidini – achieved four A* grades.
Daniel Abraham – achieved four A* grades.
Paula McGechan – achieved two A* grades,
an A grade and a Di* award.
Honey Postle – achieved three Di* awards.
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Letter from Dan Dean
Dear Parents, Students and Friends
We have had a great start to the 2019/20
academic year. Strong exam results have
been followed by a healthy enrolment,
with lots of new students from a wide
variety of schools. The progress our
departing students made in the second
year of their programmes is encouraging
and it was good to see A Level results
continue to exceed national benchmarks.
Students on BTEC courses (which come
in many forms as we are in the middle
of a reform process) have also surpassed
themselves. We wish all our leavers the
best for the future and, for those heading
to university, we are confident that
they will live up to the achievements of
2017/18 ex-Esher graduates. The latest
data from the Higher Education Statistics
Agency shows that the proportion of
our former students achieving a first or
upper second is well above the average
for state school sixth forms (by 10.2%)
and the independent sector (by 1.2%).
This is important both for our students,
as it enhances life opportunities, and
for the College, as it confirms that the
nature of the learning experience here
is excellent preparation for higher
level study.
I really enjoyed meeting and welcoming our
new students at enrolment and induction.
With teaching now well underway, I am
encouraged by the way in which the 6.1s
have settled into a new environment and
by the positive comments made by their
teachers. The first year of their study
programmes will fly by and I urged them
to hit the ground running and to make
productive use of the study periods on
their timetables. For A Level students,
sights should be set on initial examinations

in January and the formal, end of year
assessment (Progression Exams) in May.
For BTEC students, assessment is
continuous, so they will have a clear sense
of the progress they are making.
We were very grateful for the support
many of you have given to the Raise the
Rate campaign, aimed at finally securing
an increase in the unacceptably low level
of funding for 16-18-year-old education
(there has been no increase in the funding
rate since 2013). We were pleased to hear
the chancellor acknowledge that the 16-18
phase is underfunded and to announce
an increase of £188 per student for
2020/21. This is some way short of the £760
necessary to ensure schools and colleges
can sustain effective sixth form education in
the medium term, but it is, at least, a start.
There are some exciting developments in
the pipeline for this academic year. Over
the summer we gave our rather tired
tennis/netball courts a makeover and we
are delighted with the result. The facility
has been transformed! As significantly,
we were the only sixth form college in the
country to successfully bid to the Condition
Improvement Fund and, as a result, we will
be starting a building project at October
half term to expand the College Café and
add three classrooms on the first floor
above it. This will represent a significant
enhancement to the estate and we expect
the project to be completed for the start of
the next academic year. Finally, you may
have noticed that Esher College has become
Esher Sixth Form College. On 1st September
we became a 16-19 Academy and we have
taken advantage of the change in legal
status to clarify our core purpose and to
update our logo.

New Netball Courts
The start of the new academic year saw
the unveiling of our newly refurbished
Netball and Tennis courts, part funded
by the College General Fund.
The courts are used by our two Netball
teams, who finished second in the Surrey
Sixth Form League, beating college rivals
Godalming College. With Netball squads
now selected – we are raring to go for
another great season.
Alan Reed, Head of PE and Sports, says,
“The new courts are a great addition
to the department. We have two high
quality Netball teams and the new facility
provides an excellent provision from
which our experienced coaches can

develop the technical and tactical aspects
of the sport. Last year we came second
in the league and progressed through a
few rounds of the National Cup, which
we hope to improve on this year. We are
also able to offer a complementary study
in racket sports which provides a great
alternative opportunity for many students.
Additionally, the courts will be used to
support lessons in BTEC Sport, A Level PE
and Sports Leadership.”
The courts are also now available
for lettings. For more information
please email Derek Hempston at
dhempston@esher.ac.uk or
call 07833 526986

On administrative matters, if you have
recently had a change of address, telephone
number or email could you please ask your
daughter/son to check their student records
on the portal, as a matter of urgency, and to
use the link to email our MIS Helpdesk with
any amendments, so that we know where
to contact you if necessary.
I must make my regular mention of the
Esher College Africa Trust, the official Esher
College charity, and our adult education
portfolio. Any support you are able to give
to the former would be much appreciated
and please do pick up a prospectus for
the latter. We are constantly adding to our
evening courses and there may well be an
opportunity you find hard to resist!
I would like to finish by wishing all our
students an enjoyable and successful year.
I look forward to meeting many of you at
the various College events over the course
of the academic year.

Dan Dean
Principal

Whole College enjoys the fun of the fair
The hotly anticipated Esher Sixth Form College Summer
Festival took place following the fantastic After Esher Day,
on Thursday 4 July.

inflatable assault course and last man standing games brought
out the competitive side in everyone –even the Student Union,
(we couldn’t resist a few rounds!)

The Summer Festival is in celebration of a great first year for
the 6.1s and the end of exams for 6.2s, so the whole College
was welcome! The day was filled with food, rides and music.
The Student Union ran a temporary tattoo stand and organised
pickups for the 6.2s leavers’ hoodies, while burgers, slushies,
candyfloss and delicious chop and roll ice creams were served.
The free rides were irresistible, with most people braving the Spin
Ball and Sizzler countless times, including Vice Principal Dan Hards
and SU co-ordinator Natasha. On the other end of the field, the

A combination of perfect weather, great company and music
all contributed to an amazing atmosphere and a fitting end to
commemorate a great year. To see some more photos and videos
head to our Instagram and Twitter (@eshercollegesu). Thanks to
everyone who helped and everyone who came to celebrate with
us. We can’t wait for our next big event.
Sophia Pascoe, 6.2 Student and SU committee

Buddhist Monk Visits Esher
In June, Esher Sixth Form College
welcomed Sokrath, a Buddhist monk
from Cambodia, to come and talk to
students and staff about his work with
Green Umbrella.
Sokrath set up Green Umbrella, which uses
education to support families and children
living in poverty. He told us how many high
school students drop out of school because
of poverty and how the scars from the
Khmer Rouge means many adults aged
40 and above are un-educated and do not

understand the value of education.
Sokrath drew a few gasps from students
when he mentioned that the Karuna
Kumar School he founded starts its day at
5.30am! He also explained why he wanted
to become a monk at the age of 12 (he
wanted to wear the orange robes and
ride a bike).
The talk ended with a guided meditation
session, that had everyone leaving rested
and fulfilled.
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A Blast from the Past! - Meet Abba Bruce
Formerly from Tolworth Girls School, Abba Bruce came to
Esher to study Psychology and English Literature A Levels and
an Applied A Level in Health and Social Care. Initially wanting
to study midwifery, Abba explains how she made the difficult
decision to change direction and swap courses at university.
She talks about how she made the decision and the journey
she’s since been on to find her true calling to become a
counselling psychologist for young adults and children.
Year left College?
2016
What were the highlights of your time at Esher Sixth
Form College?
Esher was an incredible experience for me. It was just nice being
in a new environment with new people, studying subjects that I
enjoyed. One of the advantages of coming here is that you have
the freedom to come in just for lessons and then use the free
periods to catch up on anything you don’t understand, which was
great. Esher was a time of growing and realising my potential.
How did your teachers inspire you?
One teacher stood out in my two years at Esher. My Psychology
teacher, Katherine, really pushed me to achieve my best. She also
believed in me, which was what I needed at such a stressful period
of my life. I’d say she’s probably one of the sweetest, kindest,
teachers that I’ve ever met. It was a pleasure to be one of her
students and bask in her knowledge.
What did you go on to study after Esher?
I planned to study Midwifery at The University of East Anglia, but
the course just wasn’t for me; I realised that in a couple of weeks. I
was feeling incredibly low and anxious and I concluded that leaving
university was the best idea for me.
I took a gap year and travelled to Colombia, Greece and Australia.
I also had the chance to work in a primary school as a teaching
assistant in Windsor. I returned to study Psychology and
Counselling at the University of Roehampton.
I’m just going into my second year. Counselling requires you to look
in depth at your character, your behaviour and actions. It can be

very overwhelming at times. But there are skills that I have gained
that are applicable to my everyday life. It’s a wholesome journey
that I am glad I am on.
There are no placements involved in the course, but I am looking
at volunteer placements outside of the university that will involve
working in a primary school or secondary school, alongside other
practitioners.
What advice would you give someone going onto university?
My advice to anyone going to university will be to seek assistance
whenever you need it. Whether it be for your emotional or
academic needs, there is always help available and you can use
it to your advantage. Asking for help or guidance is not a sign of
frailty, so if you are struggling with an essay or even a placement,
go and seek that support. It can help greatly.
What advice would you give to your 16-year-old self?
My advice to my 16-year-old self will be: life may not turn out the
way you have planned and it may shock you in ways you did not
foresee, but you will make it through. You will look back and realise
that even if things didn’t work out the way that you wanted them
to, it still all turned out okay. There is beauty in the unknown and
there is beauty that awaits you.

Students inspired at Alexandra Palace
Three A Level Fine Art students were selected to exhibit work at
the ‘Cloud Land’ exhibition celebrating the creativity and high
standards of sixth form colleges across the country.
Students Charlotte Riddel, Ruby Shephard and Lily Witchell had
their work displayed as part of a three-day National Arts Exhibition
at Alexandra Palace in North London. The theme ‘Cloud Land’ was
chosen to inspire students with the history of this Victorian People’s
Palace, overlooking London. Early balloon flights were made from its
slopes in the 1880s and the first BBC TV broadcasts were made from
here in the 1930s. The students attended a private viewing hosted
by Harringay Council and the Sixth Form Colleges Association in the
magnificent Victorian gallery.
Ruby says, “My painting was about capturing the movement and
history of the Spitfire. The Cloud Land theme inspired me to think
of other historic events and symbols. I worked from a model plane,
making many sketches and suspending it from heights to imitate the
flight. I also took inspiration from futurism, using fragmentation and
alternating viewpoints, the futurism movement also chose to glorify
the advances in industry rather than oppose it.

“Seeing my painting displayed in the exhibition was fantastic and a
really wonderful opportunity, but the exhibition itself was outstanding.
Seeing the different interpretations of the brief was inspiring, some
students did paintings, others made installations and others had
photography.” The exhibition’s purpose was to advance arts in
education, to recognise and celebrate excellence in the arts and to
stimulate our thinking.
Tim Foxen, Head of Art and Design
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Sobering lessons on the rise and fall of the Nazi Party
Students’ verdict on their recent History trip to Munich
This trip greatly helped me better understand the content of
our coursework. It was my first trip to the city and after arriving
at the hostel, we had a walking tour of ‘Munich before World
War II’ before travelling to the Nymphenburg Palace. Both
activities meant we quickly got our bearings as well as learning
about the history of the city. My favourite activity was definitely
the day trip to Hitler’s Eagle Nest. Despite a fairly long coach
journey, the view and tour of the Eagle’s Nest was well worth it.
We saw first-hand the rooms which Hitler and his guests would
discuss Nazi policies and ideas. The pretzel on the top of the
mountain later was also a bonus.
In the evening, after attending activities at BMW World and a
walking tour of Munich Under National Socialism, we had some
free time in the city centre to eat out. This unique experience
of eating in German restaurants with my friends was perfect in
the sense that the trip combined leisure time with educational
activities during the day. The hostel had comfortable beds that
were well needed after the fun but tiring days.
The visit to the Dachau concentration camp was as interesting
as it was sobering. It helped me understand the current
generation of Germans’ attitudes towards the Nazis and
their willingness to come to grips with their country’s past by
informing visitors on an international scale about the atrocities
that took place at Dachau. The organisation of the trip was
excellent, as I always knew what time I needed to be at certain
locations as well as the activities during the days running
smoothly. I would highly recommend that current 6.1 History
students take the opportunity to participate in this trip.
Zac Goodsell, 6.2 Student

Jam-packed trip to Berlin
Students discover the rich history of Germany’s Capital City
As soon as we landed in Berlin, we wasted no time in setting off straight into our first
activity of the trip by touring around the main attractions of Berlin and getting a brief
impression of the city’s history. Although exhausted from the early flight and FOUR-hour
walking tour, we all seemed to perk up just before our first night out in Kreuzberg.
The following day we visited Germany’s federal parliament, the Bundestag, that was
packed with many political associations to our course. This was followed by a vigorous bike
tour around the city, my highlight was getting to see the street art on the Berlin Wall where
the people had decided to take back the power, which had opposed them for so long.
The Stasi Prison was next on our agenda where we began to understand the harrowing
experience of being a political prisoner in East Germany. The group then split into two
dividing tours, one to explore queer Berlin and one to discover an alternative Berlin.
The next day we were offered a choice between a street art workshop or exploring the
Unterwelten of Berlin. During the street art workshop, we had the opportunity to get into
our creative side, whereas the students venturing into the bunkers saw the personal effect
of the war. Finishing off the day was a trip to the only natural lake in Berlin, the closest we
got to a beach holiday!
On the Thursday, we took a trip to the scenic location of Potsdam, including Frederick the
Great’s potato-covered grave, before our last night in Berlin. We were all sad that our week
had so quickly come to an end. However, that didn’t stop our teacher, Meir, from getting
us up early to see the Topography of Terror, an interesting visit that was sadly cut short
because of our flight. I know that everyone who went on this trip will look back to Berlin
with fond memories.
Emily Patient and Emma Graham, 6.2 Politics Students.

Wider Skills Week 2019
WIDER SKILLS WEEK in July brought a memorable year to a close, with First Year Students taking part in a wide range
of activities from kayaking and horse-riding to more exotic highlights, including the curriculum-linked trips to Iceland
(Geography), Berlin (Politics), Lanzarote (PE and Sport) and our Volunteering Abroad experience in Nepal. As well as
cooking, tennis and music activities, here are some highlights of what students got up to closer to home…

The Animal Experience
A four-metre long Burmese Python, a Harris Hawk and an
Argentine Giant Tegu were some of the more unusual guests to
Wider Skills Week. Students enjoying the Zoology Wider Skills
Week course met reptiles, meerkats and birds of prey from The
Animal Experience in Stretham, Cambridgeshire. Unfazed, the
students met Slytherin, the albino Burmese Python which, is
one of the six largest snakes in the world and Nagini, a Royal
Python, supposedly named after the snake that Cleopatra wore
around her wrist.
Ed Jones, Teacher of Biology

Gallery visits to Shoreditch &
Somerset House
Students explored the unexpected in London’s art
galleries, visiting East End independent shows of
experimental work, huge international galleries in the
West End and the World Illustration Awards at Somerset
House. The tour revealed the vast array of art available
for free on our doorstep.
Tim Foxen, Head of Art and Design

WSW Photography
The Photography Wider Skills Week was jam-packed with visits
to University Arts London and Arts University Bournemouth.
University lecturers talked through student portfolios and gave
technical workshops including studio lighting. Highlights also
included a visit to the many different faces of Cindy Sherman
at the National Portrait Gallery and a trip to the Photography
Centre at the V&A.
Kelly Bathgate, Teacher of Photography

History Trip to the National Archives
History students gained access to millions of British historical
documents, carrying out investigations on everything from Anne
Boleyn’s trial and murder cases to the Suffragettes and American Civil
War, all at the National Archives. Student Emma Green researched her
family history and found a picture of her 5th great grandmother, who
was at one point, the oldest woman in England.
Below, Pyschology WSW students got their hands on a sheep’s brain
and enjoyed visits to the Freud Museum and London Zoo.
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Peaky Blinders actor Finn returns
In Wider Skills Week the Drama department ran a course to support
students applying to Drama School or to study a Drama degree at
University. In addition to finding out where to apply and building CV/
personal statements, students also completed practical workshops
on monologue pieces to prepare for auditions.

Fashion students go to the tailors
Fashion students experienced the sophistication of the Savile
Row tailors Gieves & Hawkes, where they learnt about the
History of the company and visited the room where they hold
the ‘Honourable corps of Gentlemen at Arms’ uniforms, as well
as having a talk in the cutting room from the head tailor.

It was great to have three previous Drama students return to Esher
to talk to current students about their experience of Drama at
University, Drama School and professional acting. Holly Williams left
Esher in 2015, completed a Drama degree at Exeter University and
is now studying Directing at LAMDA. Finn Cole left in 2014 and has
been working as an actor ever since. Finn is currently in TV series
Peaky Blinders and Animal Kingdom. Skye Hallam-Hankin left Esher
in 2013, trained at RADA and is working as an actor, appearing in
The Crown.
Esher students were lucky enough to also get some direction,
feedback and top tips on their acting and performances from the
returning students. At the end of the course, it was wonderful to see
the students’ final showcase of their audition pieces.
Jayne Taylor, Head of Drama and Theatre Studies

A highlight was a visit to Vivienne Westwood’s shop, the Worlds
End, where the store manager gave a lively commentary on
Vivienne, the history of the brand and its customers. The students
also had a couple of workshops with practising designers, Steve
Cole and up and coming ex-Central Saint Martins designer
Patrick McDowell. A fun but exhausting week!
Nicola Walker, Teacher of Fashion

Futures with Physics

Film Studies gets the SFX treatment
Special Effects Make Up Artist, Monika Swiatek, gave
Film students a master tutorial in creating horror
prosthetics on a budget. Not for the faint-hearted,
students got to see what happens behind the camera
and create their own realistic werewolf bites, zombie
scratches and cuts.

As part of the Futures with Physics Wider Skills Week activity,
a group of 23 Physics students spent a day at the Emirates
Aviation Experience in London. In the morning the students
enjoyed a guided tour, a “How Aircraft Fly” workshop and a
chance to explore an interactive exhibition. The students
explored the physics of flight and fluid dynamics, investigating
the effects of drag and lift forces in the wind tunnel and looked
at the inner workings of a Rolls-Royce engine. After lunch they
all had a chance to experience being at the controls of a
commercial aeroplane in either a Boeing B777 or an Airbus A380
fixed-based simulator. The day ended with a return trip on the
Emirates Air Line over the Thames to the Royal Victoria Dock.
Louise Perry, Teacher of Physics

Making a splash
Students spent three days at Albany Sailing Club in
Kingston, where they completed sessions in kayaking,
raft-building and stand-up paddle boarding. They all
behaved impeccably and had lots of fun.
Lori Peel, Head of IT

First Aiders
Congratulations to the 36 students who achieved their
Activity First Aid certificate as part of our St John’s
Ambulance First Aid course in Wider Skills Week. The
four-day course taught students about how to deal with
specific conditions in leisure and sporting activities,
including recognition and treatment of low blood sugar.

Introduction Evening:
Fashion Show And Exhibiton Art Day
Parents and carers enjoyed a sunny evening
of fashion, music and art as part of our
Introduction Evening on 25 June. This event
is for parents and carers whose children
have applied to start in September and it is
a great chance to hear from the Principal
and senior leadership team, as well as talk
to college managers and current students.
Our friendly Student Ambassadors were on
hand to help with any queries and parents
were invited to browse our impressive Esher
Exhibition as well as visit one of two Fashion
Shows, run by our Creative department.

Economics students get
the big short
From football to Forex, Economics students study
some of the biggest successes and events in
recent times.

Open Evening: Mayoral Visit
As always, our Open Evening in July for Y10 students and their
parents and carers is a wonderful opportunity to tour the College,
visit all departments and speak to students and staff. Our Student
Ambassadors and members of the Student Union were on hand
to help with queries and also showed around two special visitors,
Mayor of Elmbridge, councillor Mary Sheldon and her husband
John Sheldon, and deputy mayor councillor Tony Popham, pictured
were enjoying our art exhibition.

As part of Economics Wider Skills Week, we got
to watch The Big Short, the 2016 movie starring
Christian Bale and based on the bestselling book by
US investor Michael Burry about the 2008 housing
meltdown. It was intriguing to watch and provided
us with a greater understanding of a very significant
economic event. We also did some in-depth research,
ranging from Chelsea FC’s business history to
information on hedge funds and Forex trading.
The second day included a trip to Stamford Bridge
and the Chelsea FC business tour, where we learned
some of the economics behind one of the biggest
English football clubs. Later that day we went to
Fuller’s Brewery in Chiswick where we had a tour
around the equipment used in the process of
brewing Fuller’s different beers and found out about
their recent Asahi takeover.
Finally, for the last day we travelled to Greenwich
University for a talk about studying Economics at
university and what kind of job prospects it has. We
also took part in a trade simulator where we bought
and sold stocks using virtual currency based on
fictitious news which, personally, I found thoroughly
enjoyable.
Jamie Munby, 6.2 Student
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Student Union – Who’s Who
Meet your new student representatives:
Florence Kilby: President
What are you studying: 		
Politics, Economics & French
Secondary School: 		
Esher Church of England High School
Role in the SU:		
As President I raise concerns from around
the College and give suggestions as to
how to improve life for existing and
upcoming students.
Most likely place to find me:
The library, keeping up to date with the
next day’s homework!

Amira Chaoui: Equality and
Diversity Exec
What are you studying: 			
Politics, History & English Literature
Secondary School:
Richmond Park Academy
Role in the SU:			
I work with groups like the GSA to put
on meetings and organise information
campaigns. I’m also currently working
with the rest of the SU to organise
Freshers with our first year tutor reps.
Most likely place to find me:
With my A Levels coming up soon, the LRC!

Harry Hayley: Vice President
What are you studying:
Philosophy, English & History
Secondary school:
Reed’s School
Role in the SU:		
Primarily supporting the rest of the team
as they work their magic.
Most likely place to find me:
LRC 1 or the canteen

Alex Pitt: Events and Charities Exec
What are you studying: 		
History (Equality & Oppression), Politics &
English Literature
Secondary School:		
Coombe Girls’ School
Role in the SU:		
I’m one of two Charities & Events
Executives. Kai and I work together to
fundraise for charities including ECAT and
to raise awareness for causes, such as
Green For Grenfell. We also play a big role
in organising events for everyone including
the Summer Festival and Freshers’.
Most likely place to find me:
In the Yellow Block or LRC1.

Madeleine Pattison: Health and
Wellbeing Exec
What are you studying:
English Language, Drama & Theatre
Studies & Sociology
Secondary School: 		
Notre Dame Senior School
Role in the SU:		
I want Health and Wellbeing to not solely
be about physical or mental health alone;
but to balance all the aspects of self-care
enabling you to be the best version of
yourself.
Most likely place to find me:
In the LRC1
Kinga Kowalkowska: Eco Exec
What are you studying: 		
Economics, Business & Spanish
Secondary School: 		
Three Rivers Academy
Role in the SU:			
Keeping the College as environmentally
friendly and sustainable as possible.
Most likely place to find me:
Canteen or LRC1

Sam Lefebvre: Finance Exec
What are you studying: 		
Art, Maths & Politics
Secondary School: 		
The Hollyfield School
Role in the SU:		
I control the budget for all SU business
and make sure we don’t overspend. This
includes events like Freshers’ and any
charity events.
Most likely place to find me: Canteen
or the Art Block

Kai Allen: Events and Charities Exec
What are you studying: 		
Psychology & BTEC Applied Science
Secondary School: 		
Whitgift School
Role in the SU: 		
Raising money for ECAT – the Esher
College Africa Trust – and provide fun
events for the college such as Freshers’
and the Summer Festival.
Most likely place to find me:
LRC1 or the canteen
Sophia Pascoe: Marketing Exec
What are you studying: 		
Politics, Classics & English Literature
Secondary School:		
Three Rivers Academy
Role in the SU:		
I look after all our social media on
Instagram and Twitter @eshercollegesu
and make sure everyone is kept up to
date on events like Green For Grenfell
and the Summer Festival. Follow us and
keep an eye out for more news about all
our events!
Most likely place to find me:
Always in Yellow Block

Follow the SU on Twitter and
Instagram at EsherCollegeSU

Meet the Teacher
	Why
have you chosen
2
to work in a Sixth Form
College?
I’m from an area of the country where
school sixth-forms don’t really exist. The
only options I had were attending a sixth
form college or an FE college; I chose
the former. This partially influenced my
decision. I think sixth form colleges are
the unsung heroes of our educational
system. We consistently deliver better
results than all other non-selective
providers.
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 hat are you most
W
proud of ?

From: September 2018

A few years ago, I decided to undertake a
MPhil in Film Studies while still holding a
full-time teaching position. I’d work all day
and then spend my evenings, nights and
weekends researching and writing. It was
a real challenge but something I’m really
pleased I did. By the time my graduation
rolled around, I’d also become a father,
which meant that my eight-week son got
to see me don my robes and accept my
degree.

	
1 What inspired you to
go into teaching?

	
4 What book or film has
inspired you the most?

The challenge. I’d been working in a series
of, largely unfulfilling, jobs and I found
myself becoming quite under-stimulated.
I decided to move into education partly
because I knew it would push me; partly
because I thought it would be amazing
to spend most of my working day talking
about films and other works of popular
culture.

That is probably the wrong question
to ask a Film Studies teacher! Where
do I start? While it’s not necessarily my
favourite film, Hunger - Steve McQueen’s
film about hunger striker, Bobby Sands is incredibly inspirational. Politics aside,
it’s essentially a story about a man who is
prepared to sacrifice himself for a bigger
cause.

Name: Lee Bone
Position: Head of Film &
Media Studies





	
5 When you were
younger, what teacher
inspired you the most?
How did they?
I was fortunate enough to have had some
very good teachers, particularly while
taking my A Levels. However, the teacher
who inspired me the most was someone
who never actually taught me; Mr Roy
Ashbury was the Head of the Film & Media
Studies Department and I knew of him
because several of my friends were in his
classes. I was, however, lucky enough to
work with him early in my teaching career.
In fact, he interviewed me for my first
teaching position. Years later I offered
him the following acknowledgement in
my dissertation: ‘Since our first meeting
he has displayed an unwavering belief
in me that has never gone unnoticed or
unappreciated. The insightful words he is
always able to offer will forever illuminate
my own thinking.’

6

It may sound strange, but not having
the time to get bored. In case you hadn’t
guessed, mental stimulation is really
important to me.

	
7 What words of wisdom
would you pass on to
your 16-year-old self?
Mean what you write. Write what you
mean. And always proof-read carefully.
Top left: Lee gets his hand on two real Oscars on
the Sony Production Tour.

Studying Media & Film at Esher
At Esher Sixth Form College we offer two different A Level courses, one in Film
Studies and one in Media, as well as two BTEC courses: a National Diploma in Film
and Television Production (equivalent to two A Levels) and the BTEC National
Extended Certificate in Film and Television Production (equivalent to one A Level).
For those students outside the department still wanting to study something media-related,
we also offer a range of complementary courses, including two that are brand new this
year: Introduction to Film Journalism and Introduction to Film Making. As well as
industry-standard camera and lighting equipment, the department has a dedicated
studio space with green screen technology. We’ve also recently invested in a new box
of tricks that will allow students to shoot live green screening and try their hand at
multi-camera shooting and editing.
Head of Media and Film, Lee Bone, says, “Having eight members of specialist staff within
the department means that we can offer both A Level and BTEC courses. This means
that we can provide our students with the course that suits them best. Media Studies is
an important and fascinating subject that will help our students to engage with media
texts, and the wider world, in a more critical and informed way. Film Studies will deepen
a learner’s understanding and appreciation of the world’s most ubiquitous art form. On
the other hand, our two BTEC courses offer invaluable training to anyone thinking of
progressing into a career in any of the media sectors.”

 hat’s the best thing
W
about your job?
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Esher goes to The Oscars
Media and Photography departments roll out the red
carpet for students
Every year the Media and Photography departments hold
their very own Oscars to celebrate the work of its students.
This year’s event, attended by over 130 guests, took place at
the prestigious Everyman Cinema in Esher. Award categories
included Best Short Film, Best Music Video, Best Fine Art
Photography, Best Fashion Photography and more.
A special shout out must go to the student presenters:
Joshua Black, Megsy Knowles, Elin Jones and Joel Cooper, who
stepped in last minute to save the day. During the first half, we
had Joshua Black and Joel Cooper represent Media and in the
second half, we had Elin Jones and Megsy Knowles represent
Photography. They did an amazing job introducing the show
and their fellow presenters.

For every one of the 15 categories, we had the
respective teachers announce the following winners:
Best Short Film (BTEC) – ‘Killer’ by Mac Gulland
Best Short Film (Film Studies) – ‘Flight’ by Sophie Giroux
de Foiard
Best Script (BTEC) – ‘Dystopia’ by Natalie Bjerke
Best Script (Film Studies) – ‘Symptoms of Time’ by
Jonathan Bray
Best Documentary – ‘Extreme Diets’ by Georgia Arnold
Best Music Video (BTEC) – ‘Perfect Day’ by Jun Cao
Best Music Video (Media Studies) – ‘Under Your Spell’ by
Dimitar Dimitrov
Best Print Work (Media Studies) – ‘IndieGal’ by
Isabella Maspes
Best Studio Photography – Megsy Knowles
Best Portrait Photography – Elin Jones
Best Documentary Photography – Keira Pender
Best Urbanscape Photography – Joe Heap
Best Photographic Manipulation – Lily Ratty
Best Fine Art Photography – Eve Dickson
Best Fashion Photography – Alice Newland
This was the first year the student Oscars were held
outside the College. The Everyman Esher made a perfect
backdrop for this momentous occasion and it was very
impressive to see all the nominees’ work on the 2K
projected screen. It was the perfect way of celebrating all
the hard work our students have put in over the last two
years. We wish them every success on the next stage of
their journeys.
Mark Lever, Media Technician

Students’ Top Film of 2018
For the first time in the Media Department, a survey was run
to find out the Best Film of 2018 amongst staff and students.
The winner of the coveted prize of ‘Best Film 2018’ was
‘BlacKkKlansman’. The film, directed by Spike Lee, is based
on a true story about the first African-American detective
in Colarado Springs police department who exposed the
local Ku Klux Klan chapter. The Best Film voted by students
was BlackKkKlansman; The Best Film voted by staff was
Avengers: Infinity War.
Here’s the overall Top 10
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

BlacKkKlansman
I, Tonya
Deadpool 2
Incredibles 2
Avengers: Infinity War
Isle of Dogs
Bohemian Rhapsody
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri
Love, Simon
Lady Bird

Creative Media Student of the Year
Congratulations to double Art
and Media BTEC student Jun Cao
who was awarded Bronze in the
National BTEC Creative Media
Student of the Year Awards.
Pictured left is an image from
Jun’s music video, A Perfect Day.

D of E goes to the Palace
Congratulations to our Sixth Form students
who celebrated the completion of their
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award with a trip
to Buckingham Palace. Danielle House,
Katie Wilson, Lily Hedley, Carys Webb,
Lauren Provinsal and Issy Pennington
(L-R) completed their expedition in the
Annapurna region of Nepal in July 2018.
They were then invited to attend the D of E
Gold Award Presentation in May, hosted by
the Earl of Wessex and HRH The Countess
of Wessex. Olympic Gold Medal winning
English Hockey player, Crista Cullen MBE,
presented the students with their Gold
Award certificates.

35 More Esher
Aquanauts
We’re happy to announce another successful year in the Scuba
Diving Complementary Studies group, with 35 students successfully
completing the final stage of their PADI Open Water Course.
Annalisia Siggery and Alex Lynch have gone on to obtain their
Advanced qualification during the summer and a number of others
began using their qualification on holiday. Alissa Pinkus was praised by
her instructor for demonstrating such good skills that he thought that
she could go all the way to Instructor level, which is quite an accolade
after so few dives.
Bradley Rigby, who demonstrated exemplary commitment throughout
the course, recently emailed to say, “Just wanted to say I went on my
first proper open water dive yesterday here in Spain in Cartegena and
my god was it beautiful. Thank you so much for teaching me how
to dive.”
Almost 250 Students have now qualified through Esher Sixth Form
College in conjunction with Aquanaut Scuba and with this year’s cohort
we will be approaching 300. We don’t know all of their stories but
several have gone on to study Marine Biology, at least one is now a
Commercial Diver and many have used their qualification to explore
the underwater world, including fast disappearing coral reefs.
Norman Glennard, Scuba Diving Complementary Studies

College Nurse Service
The College Nurse service provides advice and guidance for all students with
physical and/or mental health needs.
We have two professional nurses, Lisa Herouvin and Sara Doak, who are on site every
day to ensure that students’ health issues are supported throughout their time at Esher
Sixth Form College. We would encourage any students who have not yet disclosed
medical information to please do so in confidence so that we can ensure they get the
appropriate support throughout their time at College. Some students will be emailed
appointments in the next few weeks to discuss their health and we kindly ask that
these are attended.
There has been a lot in the press recently about the decline in uptake of childhood
immunisations. Please do check that you are up to date. More information is available
from us or at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-completeroutine-immunisation-schedule
Lisa and Sara can be contacted on 0208 398 0291 ext. 1033 or 1005,
lherouvin@esher.ac.uk or sdoak@esher.ac.uk
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NEPAL 2019 – Volunteering Abroad
In July this year 19 students went to Nepal as part of their
Volunteering Abroad extension studies to help with the
rebuild work after the devastating earthquake of 2015.
In conjunction with the charity Volunteer Initiative Nepal,
the students went for 10 days to work on a building site in
Tarakeshwar, about an hour north of Kathmandu. You can
watch a video of their trip Nepal 2019 on YouTube,
https://youtu.be/djvO4ePWfZM
6.2 Student, Aailia Rizvi, gives her thoughts about the trip: “I
chose Volunteering Abroad as my extension study because
I’ve always wanted the chance to travel and this was the
perfect opportunity to make a difference in a local community.
Experiencing this with friends made the entire trip so much
more memorable and fun.
“There were so many highlights but going into the school and
playing with the children there was so heart-warming. They
were so welcoming and energetic, they really made the whole
trip unforgettable.”

Lanzarote 2019
As part of Wider Skills Week, 24 PE
and Sports students stayed in Club La
Santa, a world-renowned sport and
active holiday resort in Lanzarote.
The students participated in many
different sports throughout the week
and got to live like sportsmen and
women. Activities include: paddleboarding and kayaking, mountain
biking, surfing, spinning, paddle
tennis, tennis, 5-a-side football,
volleyball and a host of fitness classes.
They also had to cook for themselves
in rooms of three for breakfast and
lunch, so it was a good way for them
to experience what university living
might be like.
Dani Knight
Teacher of PE and Sport

‘Child of Europe’ causes heated debate with students
A visit from the Brexit Party’s Prospective Parliamentary
Candidate for Esher and Walton, Axel Thill, opens up a new
dimension of political debate within the College.
One student gives her personal view below.
“Brexiteer Axel Thill’s recent visit to Esher Sixth Form College
sparked a multitude of controversy as his ardent ‘leave’ stance
was met by a plethora of increasingly liberal perspectives among
our students.
Thill began by describing himself as a ‘Child of Europe,’ which
seemed somewhat perplexing given his political stance as well
as the fact he grew up in Germany, Belgium and speaks five
languages that span the Continent. Our first remarks were
murmurings of ‘Why are you trying to ruin our future?’ as we
pondered why a ‘Child of Europe’ would be so desperate to leave
the EU. Thill went on to argue that the EU isn’t what it used to
be and we need to get out of this toxic supremacy that it seems
to hold over other collaboratives across the globe, before this
political hegemony becomes too overpowering for us as British
citizens and residents alike. Thill continued explaining why Brexit
will apparently have little to no impact on our future regarding
university fees, job markets, travelling and international trading
– but it was met with little satisfaction as plenty of us felt he
was directly avoiding our questions and perhaps, digressing to
deflect a deeper anger that we, as young Remainers, possess.
As the hour went on, some of Thill’s comments resulted in
sighs, some eye-rolls and faces of disbelief as our challenging
only became more intent with a slight flaw of natural hostility
stemming from our pure disbelief of what we were hearing. One
that particularly resonated with me was his remarks about Nigel
Farage. Thill said, “There is nothing wrong with Farage, he isn’t
nasty, isn’t radical and isn’t extreme at all.” At this point, many
of us including myself who had stayed fairly quiet prior, erupted
with a doggedness to prove him wrong as we believe Nigel
Farage can be radical, nasty and extreme.

Thill was further left slightly silenced by a 6.2 student that had
collected a list of Tweets from his own official Twitter account
to use them against him and found fragments in his comments
on the economy and Brexit - using some of his own words from
2009 against his claims now. As we moved onto the topic of
immigration, the discussion became heated over the paradoxical
idea of Thill - who only became a British citizen a few years ago
- claiming that Brexit has not propelled racial hate crimes at all,
only allowed certain people to get away with it. This was strongly
argued against with facts and statistics as well as a personal
experience of racial / cultural disharmony which ultimately
proved him wrong and showed that Brexit has in fact increased
and allowed a surge of racism.
Although we maintained a large level of respect within this
meeting (without substantial agreement as such), by the end,
we showcased as a student body our view on the hypocrisy of
the Brexiteers and the feeling of neglect it leaves for our futures.
Nevertheless, we treat Axel Thill’s visit with extreme gratitude
for giving us a chance to hear his opinions and exacerbate our
own. However, I am certainly sure that even the strongest of
Remainers who entered that room left as even stronger and
prouder Remainers.”
Fleur Feehan 6.1 Politics student

Students get to work in France
Esher A Level French students travelled to Toulouse to spend a week living and working in France. Working in a wide variety of
placements, they put their language skills to work in real situations, dealing with all the many types of interaction and skills
required day-to-day in the workplace. They showed themselves to be adaptable, friendly and hardworking, and all found that
they got opportunities to use their language that they would not encounter in the classroom.
Some of them came away with job offers and have firm plans to spend time in Toulouse on completion of their studies!

Catherine Wilks, Teacher of Modern Languages
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Imber Court Runners
Esher Sixth Form College entered several staff teams into
the local Imber Court relays for the first time this year,
organised by the 26.2 Road Running Club in Surbiton. Each
leg of the relay is a mere 1.6 miles and each team has 4
members. Congratulations to all staff who took part.

Success at Princess Alice Hospice
Summer School
Six Health and Social Care students attended The Princess
Alice Hospice (PAH) Summer School and achieved a City &
Guilds Level 2 Award in End of Life Care. Over five days, the
students met with professionals working in the Hospice,
talked to patients in the Wellbeing Centre and received
training from PAH nurses and specialists gaining practical
experience to feed or brush patients’ teeth. One student
said, “I really enjoyed the summer school as it was a fun
experience that changed my perspective on death and
made me realise that caring for patients is so much more
than physically helping them. I hope to apply this when I
become a doctor.”
The course was hosted by St. Christopher’s Hospice, a C&G
registered centre, with PAH acting as a satellite base.
Meanwhile Diploma Health and Social Care students also
completed Work Experience placement this summer,
shadowing care assistants at Meadowside Care Home in
Staines, classroom assistants at Thames Ditton and Collis
Primary School and taking part in nurse training schemes at
Kingston University.

Geography Rocks
Students swim in thermal pools, visit black balsalt
beaches and walk through a volcanic eruption as they
discover Iceland’s geographical wonders.
This summer, 32 Geography A Level students got to go on an
adventure of a lifetime when they went on a residential field
trip to Iceland as part of Wider Skills Week. The group flew
to Reykjavik where they were able to immerse themselves in
Iceland’s rich and stunning landscapes.
One of the highlights was a journey into Raufarholshellir, one
of the longest and best-known lava tubes in Iceland. Students
were able to witness the inner-workings of a volcanic eruption
as they walked in the lava paths that flowed during the
Leitahraun eruption that occurred nearly 5200 years ago.
The trip also took in one of Iceland’s world-famous black-sand
beaches with its enormous basalt stacks standing majestically
above the roaring Atlantic waves.

Dates for your Diary
Autumn Term 2019
Monday 28th October to
Friday 1st November

Half Term

Thursday 21st November

Progress Review Evening (surnames A-F)

Tuesday 26th November

Progress Review Evening (surnames G-N)

Thursday 5th December

Progress Review Evening (surnames O-Z)

Friday 20th December

End of Term

Spring Term 2020
Monday 6th January

Term begins

Thursday 9th January

‘Catch Up Day’ – no lessons

Thursday 6th February

Progress Review Evening (by invitation only)

Monday 17th to Friday 21st February

Half Term

Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th March

Higher Education Evenings

Thursday 26th March

Higher Education Day and
Evening Convention

Thursday 2nd April

6.2 Progress Review Evening
(by invitation only)

Friday 3rd April

End of Term

Social Media
For more information on what’s
happening at Esher College, follow us
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
EsherSixthFormCollege

@EsherSixthForm

EsherSixthFormCollege

Summer Term 2020
Monday 20th April

Term begins

Wednesday 22nd April

Employment Seekers Evening

Wednesday 6th May

6.1 Exam Leave

Friday 8th May

May Bank Holiday

Monday 18th to Friday 22nd May

6.1 Study Week

Monday 18th May 6.2

Exam Leave

Monday 25th to Friday 29th May

Half Term

Monday 1st June

6.1 students return to College Start of Year 2 study

Friday 12th June

INSET

Tuesday 30th June

Progression Exam Clinic (by invitation only)

Thursday 2nd July

After Esher Day

Monday 6th to Friday 10th July

Wider Skills Week Activities

Friday 10th July

End of Term

Dates for Prospective Y11 Students and Parents (September 2020 admissions)
Thursday 16th January

Information Evening (parents) by invitation

Thursday 30th January

Information Evening (parents) by invitation

Tuesday 23rd June

Introduction Evening (parents)

Thursday 25th and Friday 26th June

Introduction Days (students)

Start of Year 2020/21
Monday 24th to Wednesday 26th August

Enrolment for new students

Tuesday 1st September

Start of 6.2 Day

Dates for Prospective Y10 Students and Parents (September 2021 admissions)
Wednesday 1st July 2020

Open Evening

Chuck out the Chintz in
2020 – Interior Design for
Beginners starts Jan 14
Ever wondered how a Designer can
make a room seem larger or have a cosy
atmosphere?
In our Adult Evening Course, Interior Design
For Beginners (IDB2), find out how you can
manipulate space using lighting and different
optical illusions to change the mood of a
room. Over the 10-week course you will
learn how to use visual effects to change the
proportions of a room or rectify problems.
Other topics covered include designers’ tricks,
storage, furniture layout and drawing a room
to scale.
To book a place or for more details about all
our Adult Education evening courses starting
in January visit www.esher.ac.uk/adulteducation .
Alternatively call 020 8335 2544.

