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New Sociology Block Opens this Autumn
The Sociology Department is at the ready to begin teaching students
in its new £2 million block after half term.
At the time of writing, the final touches were
being put in place for three new sociology
classrooms and extended café space on the
ground floor. The new building provides 190
sq ft of additional social space for students
and is part-funded by a successful bid
through the Education and Skills Funding
Agency (ESFA) for Government funding.
Emily Parnell, Head of Sociology, pictured R-L
with her team Emma O’Brien, Alex Oladiti
and Claire Scott (as well as Jack Brockless –
insert) can’t wait after another record year of
students signing up to study the subject at
A Level.
Emily admitted one of the things she is
most excited about in the new building is
the extra display space the department will
have. “With 500 sociology students, we now
have the space to show what we get up to.
Sociology is so relevant in society right now
because of the issues going on, not just the
impact COVID will have on family life, crime
and society, but also the Black Lives Matter
movement and climate change. It is the
ultimate humanity subject, incorporating
history, geography, psychology and
economics.
“One of the most common questions we
get asked is ‘What’s the difference between
Sociology and Psychology?’ They are both
the scientific study of people but, while

Psychology is the study of the mind of
the individual or small group, Sociology is
the study of groups of people – looking at
specific issues with inequality, identity, the
education system and crime.

Year 11 - Applicants’ Special

& much more!

10-11
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Letter from Dan Dean
Dear Parents, Students and Friends
This has been a start of year like no other.
First, there was the fiasco over A level
exam results (and the less publicised
about turn by the exam board on BTEC
results). Then the need to plan for the
safe re-opening of the College. It has been
great to have students back on site, but
we have had to consider carefully how to
minimise the risk of the virus spreading,
whilst ensuring students are able to make
the expected progress on their courses.
We have also had to adapt the College
calendar to deal with the realities of
Covid-19. Large gatherings are clearly not
possible for the time being, so many of our
events will be taking place online for the
immediate future.
On exam results, we are delighted for our
outgoing 6.2s, who, after an anxious few
days, were finally awarded the grades they
deserve. It also means that the College
has achieved another set of outstanding
outcomes and you can find full details
on our website. We are in the process of
collating the destinations of this year’s
leavers, but, by mid-September, over 700
students had been placed at university.
The priority for this term is to focus on the
differing needs of our two year groups.
We have a good sense of where our
second years are (the 1-1 interviews on
Microsoft Teams at the end of the summer
term were invaluable in this) and we will

be working closely with 6.2s to ensure
they are on track on all courses and that
A level students are prepared for exams
next summer, whenever they may be (as
I write these notes, we are still waiting for
clarification from the government on the
possibility of delaying the start of A level
exams to later in the summer term). Most
of our new 6.1s have not actively engaged
in learning for nearly 6 months, although
we hope our Study Guides, published
in the spring, have helped students to
maintain positive study habits and to
prepare them for learning at Esher. We
will be working with 6.1s to ensure they
build on their GCSE grades and adapt
quickly to studying at a higher level. A new
programme has been introduced this year,
part of Your Start at Esher, with this goal
in mind.
Some of you will be aware that we have
been working on two projects to develop
the facilities on offer to our students. The
first, a 3G football pitch, has transformed
the sports fields at the back of the College.
This all-weather, floodlit facility will not
just benefit our students as it will also
be available for community letting. The
second, a suite of 3 classrooms at the
front of the College (the new base for the
Sociology Department) and a significant
expansion of the College Café, has
been slightly delayed by the pandemic.
However, the classrooms will be ready
for use by the end of September and we
expect the improved café facilities to be

available after
half term.
On
administrative
matters, if
you have
recently had
a change of
address, telephone number or e-mail
could you please ask your daughter/son to
check their student records on the portal,
as a matter of urgency, and to use the
link to e-mail our MIS Helpdesk with any
amendments, so that we know where to
contact you if necessary.
I must make my regular mention of the
Esher College Africa Trust, the official Esher
College charity, and our adult education
portfolio. Any support you are able to give
to the former would be much appreciated
and please do pick up a prospectus for
the latter. We are constantly adding to our
evening courses and there may well be an
opportunity you find hard to resist!
I would like to finish by wishing all our
students an enjoyable and successful year.
I hope to have the opportunity to meet
prospective students and their parents at
events later in the year.

Who’s Who
in the SU:

Meet your new student representatives
Last term, the College held its first ever online Student Union election. Well done
to everyone who took part and if you haven’t met them already - here’s the new
SU line up. SU President, Faith Owiny, says, “We’re keen to get going and will
go through great efforts to ensure that all students feel secure in returning to
College given the circumstances and that the new 6.1s feel welcomed.”

P

PRESIDENT: Faith Owiny
Studying: Psychology, Sociology and English
Literature
Former School: Coombe Girls’ School
Role in the SU: I want to make sure that
every student in the College feels safe and
has a lot of fun with the future events that
the SU will plan. I also want to make sure
that there will be an annual Prom at the end
of each 6.2 year.
Most likely place to find me: The Music
Department (Magenta Zone)

EVENTS & CHARITIES Exec: Joe Richman
Studying: Fashion, Fine Art and Philosophy
Former School: Teddington School
Role in the SU: I love to find new and
involving ways to solve problems and I hope
to bring this to Esher Sixth Form College so
we can raise as much money as we can for
charities like ECAT.
Most likely place to find me: The Art
Department (Purple Zone) or LRC2

MARKETING & COMMS: Rachel Blackburn
Studying: Maths, English Literature and
Drama
Former School: Gumley House Convent
School
Role in the SU: I keep students up to
date on all the SU activities and help raise
awareness and participation in College
events. Follow us on Instagram
@EsherStudentUnion
Most likely place to find me: LRC2

VICE PRESIDENT: Evie Bennison
Studying: English Literature, History and
Sociology
Former School: Grey Court
Role in the SU: I’m committed to ensuring
that the College is as inclusive and
supportive as it can possibly be. My role is to
help come up with ideas that will benefit all
the students at Esher, alongside supporting
all the other SU members in their roles.
Most likely place to find me: In LRC1

EQUALITY & WELFARE Exec:
Annabel Howat
Studying: Politics, English Language and
Psychology
Former School: Holyport College
Role in the SU: I hope to make the college
more engaged in movements such as Black
Lives Matter, as well as promoting diversity
and inclusivity even more than the college
is already doing to ensure everyone feels
heard and represented.
Most likely place to find me: Cafe or LCR2

ECO & SUSTAINABILITY Exec:
Veronika Boost
Studying: Biology, Chemistry and Fine Art
Former School: Esher C of E High School
Role in the SU: Some of my roles include;
organising Green Week (in March), and
attending the college’s environmental
committee meetings. I would also like to
achieve the Green Flag Eco School award
and reduce our paper usage.
Most likely place to find me: Either LCR 2
or the Art Quad

New 3G Pitch – ready for play
Over the summer our playing field has been transformed with a new
full size floodlit 3G football pitch.
The synthetic turf offers high quality play in all weather conditions, and
the pitch can also be split into three 7-a-side pitches too. Funded through
a combination of Esher Parent donations, Elmbridge Borough Council and
College funding – the pitch will be used by our own football teams and
available to external clubs for hire.
Alan Reed, Head of PE, said, “We can’t wait to begin playing on the pitch. It
is an incredible facility to have at Esher and marks the end of waterlogged/
cancelled games. Our players and local teams can now play on one of the
best pitches in the area.”

New Parent
Trustee
We are pleased to announce that
Cindy Dawes is elected unopposed
as Parent Trustee to the Esher Sixth
Form College Academy Trust. We
look forward to working with Cindy
over her two-year term of office.
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Success for Class of 2020
They had one of the most challenging summers awaiting
their results, but our 2020 leavers have excelled, achieving
outstanding results that will propel them to their next
chapter – whether that’s university, apprenticeships or
employment.
The U-turn by the government to give students their Centre
Assessed Grades (CAG), rather than use Ofqual’s computer
algorithm meant the College’s pass rate went from 99.3% to
99.8%, with 67.9% gaining A*-B grades.

Kinga Kowalkowska (below), who gained three A* grades in
Economics, Business and Spanish is off to Kings College London
to study Management and Spanish. Kinga, who came to Esher
from Three Rivers Academy, said “I am so thankful to all my
teachers for always pushing me to do my best and giving me
constructive criticism because with their help I can now study at
my dream university.”

Michael Cottrill (above), achieved three A* grades in Chemistry,
Maths and PE. He is now following his dreams and going to the
University of Birmingham to study Chemistry. Michael who came
from Sunbury Manor, said, “I’m very pleased with the results I
got and I’m thankful for the teachers and college for supporting
me through my time at Esher. It will allow me to get into a field of
chemistry I enjoy - although I’m not sure exactly which area that is
yet, but I should have a good idea after the four years.”
Holly Boreham (right), who gained Di* in BTEC Performing Arts,
A* grades in French and English Language, said, “Esher’s been
a brilliant experience for me. I know I couldn’t have got this far
without the help of my wonderful teachers. I’m excited to head on
to my English Language and Linguistics course next month and
continue to learn about the things I’m interested in.” Holly, who
came to Esher from Grey Court School, will be studying at the
University of Kent, Canterbury Campus.

During lockdown, the
Progression Guidance
team continued to provide
students with lots of
opportunities to find out
about what they could
do after Esher Sixth Form
College.
‘After Esher Day’ was held
completely online, and
the entire first year group
accessed information
sessions including how to
write personal statements
and how to choose a
university and a course. Some
students took part in an assessment centre exercise of the sort used
by employers to select apprentices, and others accessed specialist
sessions on applying for medicine, law or Oxbridge.

An impressive 177 students achieved three or more A Levels at
A* or A grade, including 44 students who were awarded three or
four A* grades.
Dan Dean, Principal of Esher Sixth Form College, who lobbied for
the CAG change so that pupils received the grades they deserved,
said, “We are thrilled that our students’ hard work has paid off with
another exceptional year of A Level and BTEC results for Esher Sixth
Form College. They reflect not just the students’ resilience in what
has been an extraordinary challenging year, but also the enormous
efforts by our teachers who approached the unprecedented task
of determining CAG grades with the utmost professionalism and
integrity to ensure all students were assessed fairly on a range of
evidence. I am thrilled that our class of 2020 can now move on
confidently to the next chapter in their lives.”

Progression Guidance News

Throughout the term there were subject seminars offered, ranging
from Nursing and Midwifery to Maths and Law. Some of these
seminars were due to be held on Higher Education Day in March but
instead were delivered via Microsoft Teams virtually.
Demitris Zacharia (below), who gained an A* grade in Fashion
and Textiles and two B grades in Drama and Theatre and English
Literature is off to UCA Epsom to take an Art Foundation Course.
Demitris, who came to Esher from Teddington School, also received
a Fashion and Textiles design award 2020. He said, “I am extremely
thrilled with my results! This year has been a very strange and
surreal experience for all of us and I have my teachers to thank for
constantly reassuring me and helping me through this time. I’m so
excited for the next chapter!”

The seminars were advertised in the Progression Bulletin and
students were able to listen, watch and ask questions of the
academics who presented. Between 15 and 30 students typically
attended each seminar, and there was always a member of our
team present online. We are grateful to the academic staff from
a number of universities including Royal Holloway, University of
London, the Universities of Brighton, Sussex and Portsmouth and
the University of Law.
Apprenticeship talks from WhiteHat and from former students, now
at BP, and in the real estate industry were also held. Throughout
lockdown, virtual careers advice appointments were offered and
provided by our careers team and going forward we will continue to
have a mix of face-to-face and virtual support.
The main focus in the autumn term is for 6.2 students to
start making their applications to university through UCAS, or
apprenticeship applications. An early application is advised and the
College UCAS deadlines are published on the portal and the website.
Students should pay close attention to the Progression Bulletins
which are published and emailed regularly and contain details of all
the opportunities and activities available.
Nicola Wilberforce, Director of Progression Guidance

Work Experience goes Virtual
Over 120 placements were organised
through Progression Guidance this
year. Although many were unable to
go ahead because of the pandemic,
30 students gained vital insights into
professional life with virtual work
experience opportunities.
Ella Zach had a two-day virtual
work experience at Deloitte and
found herself delivering an ‘elevator’ pitch about her own
personal brand and a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats). Ella, who is studying History,
Spanish and French A Levels, said, “Overall the experience
was really helpful and it was fun being able to speak to all the
workers and see what they do on a day-to-day basis. It was
daunting having never studied maths, business or economics,
but I quickly learned loads of new terms and it showed me your
career path doesn’t have to be based on your A Level choices.”
You can watch Ella’s Vlog Diary of her 2 Day Deloitte Virtual
Work Experience https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVj0UOCcyo

Student Destinations 2020
The University of Bristol tops our list as the No.1
choice for Esher students this year.

Katie Fasken-Hall, who studies Classics, English Literature and
Chemistry A Levels, spent five days with Elmbridge Council,
learning about the significance of research and communication.
Her ‘can-do’ attitude received praise from Doug Perkins,
Economic Development Officer at Elmbridge, who said, ‘Ella was
the first of our virtual work experience placements and set a
high bar for all that follow. Ella had a fantastic positive attitude –
her great ‘can do’, open-minded approach to any task, challenge
or debate will definitely help her to be a big success in anything
she chooses to do.”

Our Progression Guidance team processed 800
UCAS applications, with over 700 students starting
university this September. Here are their Top 10
destinations:

There are many more opportunities coming through later on
this year at L&Co Design Agency and Colliers International real
estate firm to name but a few. If you have any work placements
in your organisation, or could recommend a company that
might be interested in facilitating a work placement please email
Cat Elmes on celmes@esher.ac.uk or call on 020 8335 2511

1:

University of Bristol

2:

University of Manchester

3:

University of Sussex

4:

Nottingham Trent University

5:

University of Birmingham

6:

University of Leeds

7:

University of Southampton

8:

Oxford Brookes University

9:

St Mary’s University, Twickenham

10: Bournemouth University

7

A Blast From the Past – Louis Kaplan

Snap Happy in Lockdown
Esher’s Photography Department captured a snapshot of life
under lockdown – and at the same time raised nearly £4000 for
local foodbanks.
Stephen Andrews, Head of Photography, with his wife Amy, set
up the Shepperton Lockdown Doorsteps and started offering
neighbours and local businesses a chance to have their photo
taken. Within a few weeks they raised enough money to feed 48
households with local food bank, Bags of Food.
Stephen says, “We wanted to provide a snapshot of this unique
moment in history for the residents of Shepperton. Households
wanting to be photographed contacted us. I then popped round
and photographed them on the doorstep of their home (at a safe
distance), and then gave them a digital copy of the picture and in
return we asked for a donation. We have been overwhelmed by
the support and interest in the project.”
To date they have shot more than 150 families as well as students
at Thamesmead School and Halliford School, and the local
butchers. Things have got so busy that they had to call in the
help of ex-Esher student and former photography student,
Hetty Quirke. The funds raised meant Bags of Food were able
to prepare 277 food parcels, ranging in size from one to
eight people.

In 2013, Louis Kaplan came to Esher from Hinchley Wood
School to study Double Media BTEC Production, Business
Studies & Product Design.

out hundreds of CV’s and only received one acknowledgment. Put
another hundred out there as it only takes one to get your foot in
the door.

After crediting Esher for giving him a strong work ethic, he
explains why he decided not to take the university route and
instead, how he used it to his advantage. He is now a freelance
graphic designer and has worked on films including Blade
Runner 2049, The Incredibles 2 and Jurassic World;
Forbidden Kingdom.

How did you find a job after A Levels?

Why did you choose a sixth form college:
They offered a much better range of courses, the campus and
facilities were nicer than most places.
What was the first thing that struck you about Esher?

Through people I knew and my own research.
What has been your career highlights so far?
Working on films such as Blade Runner 2049, The Incredibles 2,
Paddington 2, Isle Of Dogs and Jurassic World; Forbidden Kingdom.
What advice would you give your 16-year-old self?
You have more to offer than you think, but you alone will have to
prove that to the working world.

It was a cross between school and how I imagined university to be.
What were your course highlights at Esher?
Creating/editing music videos, stop motion adverts and short films.
How did your teachers inspire you?

Grow your own for ECAT

Lucy Beeharry and Mike Niland were both brilliant teachers and
mentors. They pushed and guided me to do the best I can. A lot
of what I learnt in that classroom, in terms of teamwork and work
ethic, was cultivated with them.

Biology’s Hilary Thomson raises £500 for our Esher College
Africa Trust by selling homegrown veg from her garden.

What did you do after Esher?

Fundraising for our College charity continued through lockdown
thanks to one green-fingered member of staff. When Hilary was
unable to sell her produce to fellow staff due to the Covid closure,
she used her doorstep to sell her homegrown flowers and veg.
Offering everything from charlotte potatoes to courgettes - the
response was amazing and Hilary raised a lot of money for ECAT.

I went travelling around Canada as a mini-break before getting a
job with Empire Design, a Film, Print & Trailer company. I stayed in
the online and digital department for three years, then left to go
travelling around South America. Now I freelance for among others,
a graphic design firm called The Set Up Design in Thames Ditton.
What advice would you give someone not thinking
about university?

ECAT is our UK registered charity that supports the Dope School in
rural Zimbabwe and raises money to help pay the school fees for
children who are AIDS orphans. Money also goes to help them buy
necessities such as pencils and even shoes as well as enabling the
children to take their exams. You can donate online through our
website www.esher.ac.uk

If you aren’t going down the uni route then you’d better make
sure that you’re a self-motivated, hard worker who uses every
opportunity given to you. You have three years to learn as much
as you can and impress as many people as possible before the uni
students with degrees show up. Don’t give up when you’ve sent
Follow Esher Sixth Form College
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What ‘Chavs’ teaches us about the
A Level fiasco
Before leaving Esher this summer to read History and Politics at Cambridge University, Politics student Bella Cross, reveals
her lockdown reading and how Owen Jones’ 2011 book Chavs, about the demonisation of the working class, is just as relevant
today in the wake of the A Level debacle.

Like many of my fellow students, I found the sudden break from
studying due to the national lockdown quite a surreal experience. It
gave me the opportunity to rediscover a love of reading. One of the
books which particularly captured my interest was ‘Chavs’ by Owen
Jones. Although written almost a decade ago, Jones’ analysis rings
true to today. Jones’ scathing criticism of the demonisation of the
working class effectively exposes the tactics used to convince the
public that “we are all middle class” and simultaneously those left
behind are a new underclass who are “feckless, non-aspirational,
scroungers, and disorderly” and thus undeserving of a place in this
new “middle England”. Clearly austerity could only be defended
by convincing the electorate they wouldn’t be the ones who would
bear the consequences. The evidence of the devastating effects of
austerity has never been clearer with an underfunded NHS which
struggled unnecessarily desperately during the pandemic.
As students, we have had our
whole education disrupted by
a severe lack of resources. But
not only this, the recent scandal
with A Level results made it
abundantly clear that issues
of class are still at the core of
society’s problems today. It was
revealed that the algorithm
initially used to determine
grades was punishing students
from working class areas and
state schools and colleges.
Figures published by exam
regulator Ofqual showed that
the uplift of A* and A grades
compared to last year was far
less in sixth form colleges at
0.3%, whereas the figure for independent schools rose by 4.7% (for
‘other’, which includes free schools, tutorials colleges and training
providers the uplift was 3.6% and for secondary comprehensives
2%) - meaning that places at the top universities were filled on
results day by private school students. They were also less likely to
have their grades adjusted. Coincidence? I’ll let you come to your
own conclusion.
Nevertheless, it has been encouraging watching students mobilise
on the issue of A Level grades, participate in protests and create

Your Start at Esher
Big welcome from our 6.2 Student Ambassadors.
To welcome new students to Esher Sixth Form College our
fantastic ambassadors were out and about on campus to
help with the transition to College life. Whether it was just
helping with directions or a friendly chat, our team of 50
students were armed with biscuits and a big smile to make
sure students get off to a flying start.

positive change. Similarly, it’s been exciting to see great numbers
take part in the Black Lives Matter and climate change movements
which have gained traction over the past year. I hope that this
generation will utilise the lessons learnt and keep the fire fuelled
in the battle against inequality as we move on from Esher Sixth
Form College.
Bella studied Politics, History and Music at Esher achieving
A* A* A (even before the government’s U-Turn on grades).
Pictured above chairing the College’s 2019 GE Hustings with
the Elmbridge candidates including Dominic Raab (Cons);
Monica Harding (Lib Dems) and Peter Ashurst (Lab).

Biology’s Hilary Thomson raises £500 for our Esher College
Africa Trust by selling homegrown veg from her garden.
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Applicants’ Special

I’ve Applied But I Want To Change My
Subject Choices?
The best time to discuss any subject changes to your Study
Programme will be at your admissions interview. There will
be a further opportunity to update your courses at the end of
Introduction Day in June. You will then finalise your choices at
Enrolment. You can also make changes by logging onto your
online application account.

A guide to entry in September 2021 for our Year 11 applicants.

Online Applicants’ Evening
Tuesday 10 November 2020

Interviews

November 2020 - April 2021
Interviews take place between November
and April and are usually with a subject
teacher from one of your chosen subjects.
The purpose of your interview is to discuss
your course options and agree your study
programme. Interview invitations will be
sent out by email around 10 days before
the date.

At Esher Sixth Form College we are looking forward to welcoming
all our Year 11 applicants and wish we could have met you under
normal circumstances at our Open Evening event. However, there
will be many opportunities throughout this academic year, virtual
and in person, designed to give you a real feel for the student
experience we offer.

Our Most Frequently Asked
Questions at Open Evening:

What’s The Difference Between PE
A Level And BTEC Sport?
In PE A Level you are assessed on a combination of written
examinations (70%), a practical performance assessment
(15%) and an extended interview (15%). While our
BTEC courses are 100% course work. They also differ in
application. A PE A Level takes a more scientific approach
and looks at the applied anatomical and physiological
factors that underpin performance, leading to university and
careers in bio-mechanics, physiology anatomy and sports
therapy. Both our Sports Coaching and Development BTECs
are nationally recognised, vocational qualifications that will
give you the foundations to a career in the sports industry,
eg sports psychologist, sports coaching or a sport scientist.
Both are very demanding and require a lot of self-discipline.

Online Information Evening
Thursday 28 January 2021

For parents by invitation. This will be an online
event, where you get to hear from our senior
leadership team and a student panel about
Esher Sixth Form College and the advantages
of coming to a Sixth Form College.

Introduction Evening

What Extension Studies Can I Do?

22 June 2021

What’s The Difference Between
Maths And Maths With Further
Maths A Level?

For parents to visit the college to find out
how we plan transition from school to sixth
form college with senior staff and our expert
student services team.

Introduction Days
24 and 25 June 2021

For students by invitation. Experience a day
at Esher Sixth Form College where you will
have the opportunity to attend a tutor group
session and have taster sessions in each of
your subjects, plus a fourth ‘free choice’
if there is any subject you are still
undecided about.

Enrolment

31 August - 2 September 2021
We will write to you with a specific date at
the end of August to come in to College and
finalise your study programme.

What’s The Difference Between
Business And Economics?

Students wanting to take Maths With Further Maths
(equivalent to two A Levels) will need a minimum grade
7 in Maths GCSE. They won’t necessarily need to have
done Additional Maths at GCSE, but a love of maths and
a sufficiently strong maths ability to enjoy a fast-paced
approach means taking two A Levels Maths should be easier
than taking two separate subjects, because the various parts
of Maths With Further Maths reinforce each other.

Economics is a social science that attempts to explain how the
actions and decisions of firms, consumers and workers and
governments affect the operation of the economy.
Business Studies is more concerned with the actions and
decisions taken by firms and focuses on topics such as
marketing, staff in the organisation, accounting and finance,
management, strategy and production methods.

Because of this, most students who take Maths with Further
Maths would normally take four A Levels.

Eleanor Gray, Head of Economics, adds, “Although Business
Studies is not free from theory, it is less theorectical than
Economics but it is by no means an easy subject. With Business
Studies you have more breadth with a lot more learning and
new terminology to grapple with. While Economics has more
depth and requires a fair deal of analysis.”

Can I Do 4 A Levels?
Only students with a high level of GCSE passes (at least
7 GCSEs, grade 7 or higher) are offered a four-course
programme.

You will pick one Extension Study subject in your first year
and another in the second year, these are usually for one
timetabled lesson a week. Some subjects do require more
time per week such as scuba diving, sports teams and
college production. First year students can choose from
more than 40 complementary studies, while second year
students choose specific Progression Pathways such as
Extended Project Qualifications (EPQ), Creative Arts Portfolio
and Sports Leadership Award.

Did you know?
The English department now offers THREE English A
Levels. As well as English Language and English Literature,
last year we offered a new combined, English Language and
Literature. It’s an ideal course for anyone wishing to develop
skills in analysing both fiction and non-fiction texts but also
provides the opportunity to write creatively too.
Up to 90% of our students go onto University or Art
Foundation. Typically we submit more than 750 UCAS
forms every year but in 2020 we hit 800 for the first time!
With 182 applying to Russell Group institutions.
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Meet the
Teacher

STEM work placement is
a success

Fashion student raises £415 for
Black Lives Matters

the progression guidance team to
promote talks or invite speakers into
the department to help students decide
career options. As a department we also
work closely with other schools, building
links and running Explore evenings and
Masterclasses.

Esher A Level student, Joe Richman, tells how he put his design skills to
work to raise awareness and funds for #BLM
Earlier this summer, Joe and two friends, Fred Gowers and Sam Balch, decided
to use the Everpress platform to raise money and awareness for Black Lives
Matter.

	
4 What achievement are
you most proud of?

Name: Ruth Nicklin
Position: Head of Biology
	
1 What inspired you to
go into teaching?
I have always been passionate about
Biology and the natural world. I studied
Zoology at Manchester University and
worked in Mexico as part of my placement
year where I undertook conservation
projects at Guadalajara University. During
this time, I promoted conservation to local
schools and the public and found this very
rewarding. I continued to enthuse others
about the natural world through working
as an outdoor educational leader, as a
SCUBA diving instructor and finally as a
classroom teacher. I believe that these life
experiences enable me to bring science to
life for many young people

	Why
have you chosen
2
to work in a sixth form
college?
Throughout my career in the education
sector, I have enjoyed teaching students
at post-16 the most. To be able to teach
Biology to students as their chosen
subject, who show a similar enthusiasm
and dedication, is highly rewarding. It’s
fantastic being able to delve deeper into
the content with students who are keen to
explore these areas.

3

 hat’s the best thing
W
about your job?

Working in a college enables me to
develop other aspects of the course which
are highly tailored to the students. This
may include working closely with

Meeting Sir David Attenborough and
filming a few underwater scenes for the
BBC. It was an amazing moment. I got to
meet a lot of fantastic wildlife cameramen
and presenters.

This summer, Biology, Chemistry and
Spanish A Level student Moremi Loye,
completed work experience with
the In2scienceUK Virtual Placement
Programme

	When you were
5 younger, what teacher
inspired you the most?

‘In2scienceUK provides students with
the opportunity to be mentored by
world-leading scientists and engineers
at university level research in Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Maths
(STEM). I was part of the Roche
Scholars programme where additional
developmental talks were given about
personal statements, various careers in
Medicine, and small mentoring groups
where we discussed our short term and
long-term goals in future life with other
like-minded students. My mentor was
Jai Main, the Medical Team Lead (Breast
Cancer Franchise) at the pharmaceutical
company Roche, who was very
inspirational and knowledgeable.

My science teacher Mrs Colman was
fantastic. She would often spend time
answering our numerous questions and
taking time to encourage our ideas. She
showed a lot of patience with us and
always had time if we needed help.
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What book or film has
inspired you the most?

There are so many, however, the films
which have really inspired me are true life
documentaries. The most recent one I saw
was ‘Free Solo’ about a free climber who
was the first to climb ‘El Capitan’. I think
anyone who pushes the boundaries really
does show us what we can all achieve if we
put our mind to it.

	 W
 hat words of wisdom
7 would you give your
16-year-old self?
Always be true to yourself and don’t forget
you can achieve anything if you work hard
for it.

I attended live online lectures and
we learnt about what goes wrong in
the brain in Parkinson’s disease and
how we could use our faeces to treat
inflammatory bowel disease using Faecal
Microbial Transplants (FMT). I was able
to develop my researching skills and gain
more confidence in the interpretation
of data. It was a great experience. I
encourage any students interested in
STEM to apply for a placement with
In2ScienceUK.’
Moremi Loye, 6.2 Student

Biology wins GOLD for Esher
Congratulations to 30 of our first-year A-Level Biology students who took part in
the British Biology Olympiad during lockdown. All did extremely well, achieving
one Gold (Warwick Wagner), two Silver (Lola Bell & Zach Kirkham), seven Bronze,
seven Highly Commended and four Commended awards!
The BBO challenge is open to student in post-16 education studying at school or
college. The competition consists of two, 45-minute multiple choice papers to be taken
online under staff supervised conditions.
Ed Jones, teacher of Biology, said, “As a department we are keen to make a big thing of
this - we believe it may be our first gold!”

The three friends, who met at Teddington School, made the design in
Photoshop using a mix of Joe’s art and photography. Thanks to the support
from Esher Sixth Form College students, they sold over 50 T-shirts and raised
£415 for Black Lives Matter UK, a coalition of black activists and organisers
looking to dismantle the power structures that disproportionality effect black
people in Britain.
Joe, who is in his second year at Esher studying Fashion and Textiles, Fine
Art and Philosophy, says, “The money we raised will go directly to supporting
grass-root organisations across the UK that
are severely underfunded. The Black Lives
Matter UK Twitter (@ukblm) and Instagram
(@blmuk) is a great way to get notified about
how your money is helping those who need
it most, as well as how you can support in
other ways.
“We’re extremely grateful to all the Esher
students who bought a T-shirt and hope to
see a few of them around College. It’s really
important we continue to support the Black
Lives Matter movement in anyway we can.”

English Department Writing Competition Winners
Thank you to all our entrants and congratulations to the
winners of the English Department Writing Competition.
Rachel de Wachter, Teacher of English, said, “The field as
a whole was of outstanding quality and it was difficult to
come up with a final judgement. We hope the students
enjoyed writing their pieces as much as we enjoyed
reading them.”
A booklet of the winning entries has been uploaded onto the
College Portal.

Creative writing
First Prize: Em Power for ‘Flower Girls in Gehenna’
Second Prize: Fleur Fehan for ‘The Day the Rain Stopped’
Third Prize: Elizabeth Thatcher for ‘Confessions of a
Bedside Table’
Honourable Mention: Remi Borrer

Essay Writing
First Prize: Eleanor Kirkland for ‘A faithful adaptation enriches
the original text’
Second Prize: Alice Webster for ‘“Old texts have no relevance
in the modern world” – an exploration of the psychology
behind corrupt leadership’
Third Prize: Amy Dixon for ‘The best literature holds up a
mirror to the fears of its time’
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Alex wins Young Reporter of the Year
6.2 student Alex Pyatnytska writes about her experiences on Newsquest’s Young Reporter Scheme.
monthly articles by a given deadline. I was lucky enough to win
tickets to see three incredible shows: The Lovely Bones, Curtains
and The Red Shoes. All of these theatre productions were
amazing, with talented actors, stellar sets and complementary
music. Although I have always loved theatre, it is thanks to
The Young Reporter Scheme that I have discovered a love for
theatre journalism. I also bought tickets to see The Snow Queen
at the Rose Theatre, so four out of my eight articles were
theatre reviews.

Taking part in The Young Reporter Scheme has been a
thoroughly enriching and enjoyable experience - not only
have I had the opportunity to improve my writing skills,
but also to explore different types of journalism. I do not
study English literature or language; I am taking Biology,
Chemistry and Maths A Levels. However, I have always
loved English, and getting the chance to write monthly
articles was the perfect pastime to break up the
challenging workload of three STEM subjects.

Each week, an Article of the Week is selected, and each month,
students can compete for theatre tickets by submitting their

Many current and former staff as well as former students were
saddened to hear of the recent death of Patrick Miller, Principal
of Esher College from 1981 to1998.

Unsurprisingly, after his first year as Principal, instead of a decline in
student numbers, new admissions were up by 35%.
Another change was the College ‘Focus’ – a series of talks for
students and staff from a variety of visitors. Over the years Patrick
invited an eclectic mix including Prunella Scales, Cliff Richard,
Neil Kinnock and Cardinal Hume and to everyone’s delight and
amazement a campaigning sex worker known as Miss Whiplash!
Patrick had entered the teaching profession after ordination into
the Church of England, and brought the best qualities of both
church and education to his management of the College. Head of
Performing Arts, Gail Deal, says, “Patrick Miller was a family man
and I felt that we were quite privileged to work in a college where
the principal cared about his staff and their families. At Christmas,
he would swap his signature bow tie for a Santa beard and dress up
to give presents out to the children of staff at the Christmas party.
He fostered a caring attitude and instigated the pastoral system we
have today.”
He was most loved and respected by the students not least because
he understood their concerns. He gave them a “smoking hut” strictly
guarded as the only place to smoke, introduced lunch time groups
to pick up litter and frightened anyone from misbehaving by having
the police stage a surprise search of students and their cars early in
the morning, watched by all.

Topics I wrote about in my other four articles include
materialism, technology and the salary debate sparked by
the coronavirus. Writing about a range of different topics
enabled me to improve my writing skills as well as my research
skills, as I required a variety of information ranging from the
average athlete salary, to the use of technology in education.
Moreover, the scheme has contributed to my organisation and
time management skills, since I balanced article deadlines with
homework deadlines and college lessons.
At the end of April, students can submit three articles into
the final competition. The judges then choose a top reporter
in years 10-11 and 12-13, and winners of the five categories.
Although I haven’t studied English since GCSEs, my success in
The Young Reporter Scheme shows that a passion for English
and journalism, supported by writing skills refined over the
years, is more than enough to do well. I have had a wonderful
time taking part in the scheme - it’s something I’d recommend to
everyone who loves to write. Regardless of the subject you want
to pursue at university, the scheme is great to put on a personal
statement, and can give your CV a real boost. Personally, I will be
going down a science pathway, but I will continue to write in my
leisure time.

The Young Reporter Scheme has been running since 2008 and
is open to students in years 10-13. Students are required to
write one article a month from September to April in any of the
following categories: breaking news, event, feature, interview
or photograph. Having the freedom to write about any topic
is extremely liberating and one of the greatest aspects of The
Young Reporter Scheme. With such a wealth of subjects and
themes available to discuss in the 21st century, choosing the
topic of my article each month was definitely not easy! All articles
are published on the online newspaper This is Local London,
which provides students with excellent exposure and could
potentially be the first stepping stone towards a career
in journalism.

Tribute to Esher College’s former Principal,
Revd Dr Patrick Miller

Director of Progression Guidance and former Esher student herself,
Nicola Wilberforce, says, “Whilst the College has undergone some
further change since the Millera, its unique ethos and approach
were, without doubt, established in these formative years. It was
an immense privilege to work alongside Patrick and see the changes
that he managed, most successfully, to establish the outstanding
place of learning for young people Esher Sixth Form College is
today.”
Staff under his leadership called it the ‘Millera’ and in that time
Patrick led the College through its formative years, growing from
530 students to 1,350 when he retired in 1998.
When Patrick took over from retiring Principal Eric Waller, Esher
College was still transitioning from its time as a boys’ grammar
school (Surbiton County Grammar School) to a fully-fledged sixth
form college.
When Patrick joined Esher, the College still had the rules,
atmosphere and structure of a school. In his first week he had to
nominate five members of staff for redundancy. With a low A level
pass rate (68%) and student numbers predicted to fall the following
year, he knew he had an immense task ahead. Hindered more
than helped by the local education authority, Patrick achieved this
by setting up a steering group whose ‘determination, resilience
and good humour’ restructured the College into the outstanding
community facility it remains today (with a 99.8% pass rate in 2020).
Some of the most effective changes he oversaw were Introduction
Day and Enrolment Day and a review of the curriculum, introducing
Business Studies, Psychology, Philosophy and Media Studies onto
the timetable. He improved pastoral care by clearly defining the
role of the tutor and Esher was one of the first colleges to appoint
a counsellor. The counselling scheme evolved with the help of
Vivien Louizos into a training programme for counsellors as well
as a comprehensive facility for students and staff to receive free
counselling. This was regarded as a very progressive move in those
days. Former Head of Drama, Rick Perrins, says it was clear that
Patrick wanted Esher to be more than just an exam factory. In
1987 he asked Rick to introduce A Level Theatre Studies and GCSE
Drama to 33 students, a number that has continued to grow with
the department now overseeing 250 Drama A Level and BTEC
Performing Arts students.

Patrick leaves wife Susanne as well as, from a previous marriage,
son Richard and daughter Louise and their families. Susanne said,
“Patrick has finally found peace. He had some of his happiest years
at Esher College and naturally the staff made it all a success. Patrick
would be pleased to see you all drink a toast to him.”
Patrick’s career
• Completed his National Service in the Navy.
• 1st Degree at Cambridge in Theology (Christ’s College).
• Trained for ordination at Cuddesdon Theological College, Ripon.
• Curate of Great St Mary’s Church, Cambridge.
• Head of Religious Studies and Assistant Master at Manchester
Grammar School.
• Canon Librarian at Southwark Cathedral.
• Director of Studies at Queen Mary’s College, Basingstoke.
• Principal of Sunbury College.
• Principal of Esher College.
• PhD on the nature of Dilemma.
• Project Director of Learning for Living.
• In retirement he assisted at St Mary’s Parish Church, Ewell.

Dates for your Diary
Due to the COVID pandemic, please be aware dates published here may have
to change. We will email any changes to students and applicants, but please do
keep checking our website for any updates

Autumn Term 2020

Social Media
For more information on what’s
happening at Esher Sixth Form College,
follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.

Monday 19 October to Friday 30 October

Half Term

Thursday 19 November

Progress Review Evening (surnames A-F)

Tuesday 24 November

Progress Review Evening (surnames G-N)

Thursday 3 December

Progress Review Evening (surnames O-Z)

Friday 18 December

End of Term

@EsherSFCollege

Monday 4 January

Term begins

EsherSixthFormCollege

Thursday 4 February

Progress Review Evening (by invitation only)

Monday 15 to Friday 19 February

Half Term

Tuesday 16 March

Higher Education Evening

Tuesday 23 March

Higher Education Day and Evening
Convention

Thursday 1 April

End of Term

Spring Term 2021

Summer Term 2021
At the time of going to press we are still awaiting confirmation of the A Level
examination timetable. Please refer to our website for the latest dates.
Monday 19 April

Term begins

Monday 3 May

May Bank Holiday

Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June

Half Term

Friday 16 July

End of Term

Dates for Prospective Students and Parents
(September 2021 admissions)
Tuesday 10 November

Online Applicants’ Evening

Thursday 28 January

Online Information Evening (parents)

Tuesday 22 June

Introduction Evening (parents)

Thursday 24 and Friday 25 June

Introduction Days (students)

Start of Year 2021/22
Tuesday 31 August to Thursday
2 September

Enrolment for new students

Monday 6 September

Start of 6.2 Day

Paper Butterflies by Lisa
Heathfield
I found this to be a truly moving book that could
appeal to anyone, but especially anyone with an
interest in human behaviour. The psychology is
both heart-breaking and fascinating. I read it in one
afternoon as I was so keen to see what became of
the different characters. The storyline exposes some
unpleasant truths and by showing that things are
not always as they seem, gnaws away at common
preconceptions of ‘family’ whilst offering insight
into less orthodox concepts of what family really
means. Although at times incredibly sad, I found
‘Paper Butterflies’ ultimately to be a story of hope. A
beautifully written story that entwines a heady mix
of deep anger and pain with a generous helping of
kindness and compassion.
Rachel Shaw, LRC assistant

EsherSixthFormCollege

LRC Book Reviews
Our Learning Resource Centre (LRC) Team
have highlighted some of their favourite
reads for this term. Available to borrow from
the LRC. Email LRCrequests@esher.ac.uk

Where The Forest Meets
The Stars, by Glendy
Vanderah
When a young girl is found alone in the forest,
author Glendy Vanderah takes the reader
on a heart-warming journey about the magic
that happens when lives intertwine. Vanderah
reminds us that love can be found in the most
unlikely of circumstances, and when it is least
expected. Forgiveness and self-acceptance
are key concepts to the storyline and as the
characters develop, Vanderah shows that no
one should (or can) be defined by their past.
The characters deal with the conflict of whether
to follow their hearts or their heads and secrets
are ultimately exposed. Consequently, as the
stakes become higher, rules (and love) become
rewritten. I found this book to have a very
imaginative, almost sci-fi feel at the beginning
but it is so cleverly written that it simultaneously
remains utterly real throughout. An original and
beautiful read with plenty of depth to the plot.
Rachel Shaw, LRC assistant

