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They may have only known each other for
one term – but our cast of 26 first years
came together to deliver a knockout
performance of Magic, Mayhem and
the Meddling Mums. With our talented
students saying it was one of the most
memorable experiences of their lives
to date!
College Production is a complementary study
option for all 6.1 students. Over an 11-week
period, students from across the College
auditioned, devised a script and rehearsed
together while second year students took on
leadership roles such as directors and stage
managers. A mixture of first and second
year students were also involved as the
production and technical crew.
	“Although it’s hard work, the rush
you get from performing a show
you helped create is unbeatable.”
Rachel Blackburn, who played Sister
Gerlinda, says, “Being a part of College
Production has been one of the most
memorable experiences of my life; not
only was I able to challenge and develop
my acting skills but I came out with a
cast of new friends and memories I’ll
never forget. The College Production
wasn’t created by one person but by the
whole company, every student had their
own input into how they believed a scene
should be performed, developing our
understandings of the multiple elements
that come together in creating a show.”

Jonathan Adepoju, who played Gaston,
added, “We were all fairly new to College so
for us to be given scripts and thrown right
in was exceptional. By the end, I honestly
felt like we had become a little family. The
connections and bonds we made during
that first term at College will last a lifetime.
It was sad when it ended because we felt
as if we could do anything. Take on
“Broadway” even.”
Maisy Dodd, who was in the ensemble cast,
auditioned for College Production in August
because she thought it would be fun to be
part of something great at College. “I wanted
to meet new people. Throughout the term
I met some amazing people who I usually
wouldn’t talk to. I feel like I’ve gained a lot
of confidence and friendships by doing this
production and would do it all again if
I could. “
See more from the show inside...
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Letter from Dan Dean
Dear Parents, Students and Friends
I hope that the new decade has got
off to a promising start. It won’t have
escaped your attention that the last one
ended with a general election (you will
find a review of the College’s hustings
elsewhere in this newsletter), which
finally resolved the Brexit stalemate,
at least. The government now has the
opportunity to focus on the domestic
agenda and we will be paying close
attention to developments in education
policy. The Queen’s Speech committed
an additional £7.1 billion to education
spending over the next few years, but
there was no specific mention of the
16-18 sector which has borne the brunt
of cuts to the DfE budget since 2011. The
£188 increase in funding per student
for 2020/21 announced in September
was welcome, but it doesn’t come close
to undoing the impact of a sequence
of funding cuts and a previously frozen
funding rate. The campaign to Raise
the Rate, ahead of the budget and the
proposed spending review, will
therefore continue.
The term began with mock exams for
most of our A Level students and these
are a helpful mid-year check on progress.
The outcomes of the mocks feed in to the
second Progress Review round, which
includes an individual interview for each
student in each of their subjects. This
dialogue is crucial to allow the students
the opportunity to reflect on their work
and to agree priorities for improvement
with their teachers. After all, we are about
halfway through the year and Progression
examinations and A Level examinations
will be here before we know it. This close
monitoring of student progress is one of

the reasons Alps (an external, independent
assessor of value-added performance) has
awarded us a Certificate of Outstanding
Progress for the second year in a row.
For BTEC students, the focus is a little
different as these courses are, for the most
part, assessed continuously. So, it’s about
ensuring that coursework submission is of
the highest possible quality and that, where
feedback on draft assignments is permitted,
this advice is followed closely.
Looking ahead, Higher Education Day (one
of my highlights of the Esher Sixth Form
College year) takes place later this term.
With over 90 exhibitors (mainly from UK
Higher Education institutions), the event
marks the start of planning for progression
After Esher and a range of seminars in the
morning will help students decide whether
university or other types of pathway, such
as an apprenticeship, will be their preferred
option. As far as Higher Education is
concerned, I am delighted to report that the
latest cohort of former Esher Sixth Form
College graduates continues to outperform
sector benchmarks in terms of degree
outcomes. The Higher Education Statistics
Agency informs us that the proportion of
2017/18 graduates receiving a first or an
upper second was 88.3% (compared to
an average of 78.1% for state school
sixth forms).
Work on our café extension and new
classroom block is progressing smoothly
and the structure is really beginning to take
shape at the front of the College. We are
very excited by this significant piece of estate
development, which will be operational
at the start of next academic year. As
always with building projects of this nature,
there have been some logistical issues to
overcome. Site access is more restricted

than usual and we have temporarily lost
access to a small part of the existing café.
A temporary marquee has been installed in
one of the courtyards to provide alternative
social space for the students.
Finally, I would like to raise awareness
of ECAT, the College’s registered charity,
which support AIDS orphans with school
and examination fees at a school in rural
Zimbabwe. The situation in Zimbabwe
continues to deteriorate. Inflation is
out of control and school fees continue
to increase. When a disadvantageous
exchange rate is added in, it means that
the charity’s resources are worryingly
stretched. You can find more information
on the College website, as well as an online
donation facility. Any support you are able
to provide would be much appreciated.

Dan Dean
Principal

Building Work begins in earnest
Recent visitors to the College will have noticed rather a lot
of activity by the main entrance. In October work began
on a £2million building project to extend our Café and
adding three new classrooms.
The new space, expected to be completed by the summer
and in time for the new academic year, will add 190 sq ft of
additional social space for students and is part-funded by
a successful bid through the Education and Skills Funding
Agency (ESFA) for Government funding.
As a result, access to the College has been more restricted
than usual and we would like to thank everyone for their
patience during this time.
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College Production: Behind the scenes
This year’s College Production of ‘Magic, Mayhem and the
Meddling Mums’ was a witty and exuberant adaptation of La
Belle et la Bête by Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve, first
published in 1740. Jean Cocteau’s film and the original Greek
myth of Cupid and Psyche have also influenced this modern fairy
tale, which you may recognise from Disney’s adaptation of Beauty
and the Beast.
The students devised their own comic take on the story,
managing to include the works of the Two Ronnies and Les
Dawson, as well as adding their own twist on characters, including
Salt n’ Pepper and Teaspoon. The script was devised by all the
students, making it a wonderful collaborative project.
Sophie Burchill, who played Belle, added, “Participating in College

Production was a really great experience. I’d definitely encourage
drama students or people who enjoy acting to sign up. It provided
a great break from my studies and was really rewarding.’
Jayne Taylor, Head of Drama, says, “This year’s production was
not only a great success in terms of the final performances, but
it was also a fantastic show to work on in the process. It was a
truly collaborative creative piece with students and staff working
together to contribute to the creative process - whether that was
making props, writing script or directing. The cast was extremely
enthusiastic and talented and the whole team was a pleasure to
work with due to their dedication, flair and professionalism.
It was brilliant to be able to showcase what the students had
accomplished in only 11 weeks of rehearsals. Congratulations to
all those involved!”

Snitches & Screenwriting
30 English Language students enjoy screenwriting course at Harry
Potter Studios.

ROSE students get the
TASS treatment

First Year A Level students were taught how to structure a story using stills
and actual props from the films (including snitches and Hagrid’s face).
They then worked together to produce film pitches of their respective
story ideas, from zombie-apocalypse movies to fantasy and environmental
disaster comedies. These ideas will, for some, form the foundations of
their Crafting Language coursework pieces which will be written in their
second year. After the lesson we went (literally) behind the cinema screen
into the Great Hall of Hogwarts and explored the studios.
We were impressed by the special effects of Gringotts and the Ministry
for Magic, had a go riding a broomstick and took a seat on the life-sized
Hogwarts Express. We only wished we were allowed to take our Butterbeers
into the Gryffindor Common Room and sit by the fire with them.
Natalie Cotterill, Teacher of English

Biology Olympiad
This year saw a record number of Esher students enter the
Biology Olympiad - an online international competition
comprising of challenging exam questions designed to test
Biological skills and understanding.
26 Esher students entered the competition, winning a bronze
and two silver medals, plus six highly commended and three
commended awards. All students who entered will be able to
use the competition for discussion at University/job interviews.
Well done Esher Biologists!
Jason Rynn, Teacher of Biology

Students on our Roll Of Sporting Excellence (ROSE)
programme have had a great start to the academic year.
They attended two workshops at King’s College London
where they met other like-minded, high-level competitive
students.
Run by the Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme (TASS) which
helps athletes in education, they were introduced to some of
the specialist coaches and trainers that they are going to be
working with throughout the programme. They met British
Paralympian swimmer and Olympic medallist, Ellie Simmonds,
who gave an inspirational speech about her journey in sport. In
a second workshop in December, they then had the opportunity
to meet a qualified sports nutritionist and make their own
protein balls. Students learnt about the importance of pre, mid
and post competition nutrition and how supplementation can
be the magic ingredient to success.
This Spring term they will be involved in some vigorous strength
and conditioning testing which will help format a personalised
training programme for all our athletes.
Lianne Purvis, Teacher of PE and Sports

Biology students pick winning mix of zoological, botanical
and medical museums
A Level Biology students rose to the challenge of independently
visiting a biological place of interest to complement their studies.
The students were encouraged last summer to take advantage
of the amazing zoological, botanical and medical museums,
exhibitions and collections right on their doorstep.
From visiting world-renowned institutions such as Kew Gardens to
smaller, lesser known collections such as the British Dental Museum
– they were then asked to complete a short review about what they
learned and the best reports would receive a prize.
Anna Viytovych, Sofia Hampton and Rebecca Greensmith were
commended for their individual reviews of the Old Operating Theatre
Museum in Southwark; the Florence Nightingale Museum by St
Thomas’ Hospital and the Who Am I? gallery at London’s Science
Museum.
Ashraf Uddin won first prize for his write up of his visit to the Fleming
Museum, St Mary’s Hospital, where in 1928 Alexander Fleming
discovered the antibiotic penicillin, earning him a Nobel Prize. Ashraf
says the visit helped him write his EPQ (Extended Project Qualification)
on antibiotic resistance. He won a copy of The Beautiful Cure by Daniel
M Davis, which is about the body’s immune system and part of the 6.2
Biology syllabus.
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Fang-tastic Freshers 2019
Halloween was the official theme of Freshers 2019, when the
Esher Student Union organised a night out for our First Years
at Kingston’s Pryzm. This is a regular and well-attended event
for all our first years – and a great chance for the new cohort
year to get to know each other. Top of the agenda was the
costume competition with everyone entering the ‘spirit’ by
sporting some spooky (and not so spooky) outfits – with the
best winning some ASOS vouchers. Thanks to everyone who
came and supported the event. A portion of the ticket sales will
be donated to the Esher College Africa Trust (ECAT).
Photos. Mia Sittonen, 6.2 Student

Esher SU News
* To raise awareness for Road Safety Week at the end
of November, the SU held a small-scale event in the
café , including a free hazard perception test (online),
with a prize that was up for grabs for any student who
achieved full marks on the test (unfortunately the test
is still waiting for a 100 per cent winner). However, they
did raise money for BRAKE, the road safety charity.
* In December, the SU held a successful Open Mic event
for the student body to showcase their talent. Watch
out for more of these in the future.

Blast from the Past! Meet Eli and Krystyna
So where could an A Level in Dance take you? Meet two Esher
students who followed their passion for all things tap, jazz and
modern when they took A Level Dance at Esher Sixth Form
College in 2014. Now six years on they have found themselves
dancing with Zombies in Barcelona and performing their own
choreography at Disneyland Paris.
Eli Dean, formerly from Sutton High School
A Levels: Dance, Spanish, Media Studies and Psychology
Why did you choose a sixth form college?
I felt changing from an all-girls school to a mixed college would be a
great step for me and also the leap in independence that a college
offers would challenge me more.
What was the first thing that struck you about Esher?
I was amazed at the workspaces and facilities in the more
vocational subjects.
What were your course highlights at Esher?
I loved getting involved with both years for the dance shows. It was
a real accomplishment when they came together. Another highlight
was the Spanish Exchange I did with our teacher César in Segovia,
Madrid. It was an immersive experience and greatly improved my
Spanish. I’m still in contact with my exchange family, Miguel.
How did your teachers inspire you?
Becky and Gareth from Media Studies were always encouraging
me to think outside the box. Having never previously studied
Media, they gave me all the tools to create amazing things and I
achieved an A*.
Gail (pictured centre with Eli and Krystyna) and Susie in the Dance
department inspired me with their passion for analysing dance
pieces and shows. They encouraged me to go beyond the surface
of choreographies, particularly those created by Jerome Robbins,
which we studied in great depth at A Level.

What did you do After Esher?
After Esher, I went to the Institute of the Arts Barcelona, a
vocational dance and performing arts school, to do a BA Hons
Degree in Dance. Performing in the Horror Film Festival there and
dancing in the streets, dressed up as zombies would have to be
up there.
What advice would you give your 16-year-old self?
Don’t be afraid to go out of your comfort zone. Reflecting back, I
wish I’d pushed myself more. A quote by Dhaval Gaudier, which
resonates with me, is, “The only thing that is stopping you from
where you are to where you want to go is your comfort zone.”

Where are they now?
Here’s where you can spot some of our Drama A Level and Performing Arts BTEC alumni:

Sophie
Matthews
West End debut
in Mamma Mia!
in July 2019.

Lily
DodsworthEvans
The Good Liar
with Helen
Mirren and
BBC’s Poldark.

Finn Cole
Peaky Blinders
and Animal
Kingdom.

Skye
Hallam-Hankin
The Crown
season II
playing Jackie
Kennedy’s sister
Lee Radziwill.

Ruth Wilson
Mrs Wilson and
the BBC’s Our
Dark Materials,
as well as
Luther and
The Affair.

Lewis Corney
West End’s
Book of
Mormon,
Titanic The
Musical and
Roles We’ll
Never Play.

Ellen Evans
As Princess
Heidi in ITVs
Victoria.
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Krystyna Brennan, formerly from Holy Cross
A Levels: Dance, Performance Studies, English Language, Sociology
What were your highlights at Esher?
Taking part in the dance shows, sharing the stage with my friends
and performing work we were proud of. We were able to showcase
our own ideas and choreography to an audience and receive
feedback. I also enjoyed the theatre trips up to London - at a much
cheaper price.
How did your teachers inspire you?
My teachers were always encouraging us with lots of rehearsal tips
and advice. I enjoyed listening to their anecdotes from the industry.
What did you go on to do After Esher?
At Esher I was encouraged to look into universities. It felt really
daunting at the time, but I am so grateful for all the help and
guidance I received. I did a Dance degree at Bath Spa University.

What has been your
career highlights so far?
I have been lucky enough
to present and perform
my own choreography in
Disneyland Paris. I’ve also
worked alongside famous artists such as James Wilton, The Hiccup
Project and Kapow for intensive periods, resulting in large scale
productions and site-specific work at The Holburne Museum in
Bath, as well as the Bath Fringe Festival.
What advice would you give your 16-year-old self?
To stay organised! Sometimes it was difficult managing so many
important projects with different deadlines. Learning how to
organise my time was a challenge to begin with, but once I learned
how, it was a really useful skill - especially during exams. Overall,
the more you can believe in yourself, the more it is possible to
achieve your goals.

Em wins the biggest Young Poet competition in the World
Esher student Em Power has beaten more than 6,000
poets from around the World to win top prize in the
Foyle Young Poets of the Year competition for the
second year running.
Em wrote her first poem, which was commended in
2017, while still a pupil at Bishop Wand School. Her next
poem was a Top 15 winner in 2018, and she was thrilled
to win the top accolade again in 2019 with her poem
Meritocracy.
Now studying English Literature, Classical Civilisation
and Film Studies at Esher Sixth Form College – she says,
“This poem is about private schools and the inequality
in education. It took me about a week to write. Everyone
argues that poetry is dying but through social media I
really think it is having a revival. Poetry is quicker and
eaiser to write than a novel, yet you can still get your
point across and not be too veiled or rambling.”
Em says she’d like to study English at University with a
view to writing for films in the future. But for now, after
winning the top prize, she is aiming to make it three in
a row and will be entering the Foyle Young Poets of the
Year Award 2020.
The Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award is open to
young poets aged 11-17. In 2019 more than 11,000
poems were entered from 76 countries including
Vietnam, Romania, Mexico and Japan.

ESHER SPORT
In addition to our A Level and BTEC courses, the PE and
Sport department run competitive teams in fixtures locally,
regionally and nationally. Affiliated to AoC Sport, here’s a
round up of what students have been up to so far…

Men’s Football

Men’s Rugby

Esher Rugby are currently sitting third in the Surrey Sixth Form
League with some strong performances behind them. With a
long list of injuries at the start of the season, the team have
had to show strength of character on several occasions and
play with a depleted squad. However, some recent strong team
performances suggest a positive second half of the season and
some exciting things to come. The team has been lucky to have
received additional training sessions from Cobham RFC coaches,
which has injected more cohesion into the team.

Women’s Netball

It’s been a mixed first half of the season for the three football
teams. The 1st and 2nd teams haven’t drawn a league game,
but have won close to half of their league fixtures scoring a
whopping 41 goals between them in their 12 Surrey Sixth Form
League (SSFL) games combined. Most notable results for the 1st
team include a 9-0 thrashing of Woking in the SSFL and a 4-2 win
against Glenthorne in the English Schools FA Super League.
The 2nd team enjoyed a 6-5 win away to Strodes in the SSFL Cup
to progress through to the next round where they were drawn
against our own Esher 3rd team. The game was played in good
spirits and the Esher 3rd team found themselves 2-0 up at the
break. The 2nd team dominated the 2nd half but only managed
to score once with the game finishing 2-1 to the 3rd team. Esher
3rd’s now face Reigate 3rd’s in the Semi Final
Esher’s 2nd team have had success in the AoC National Cup
beating West Thames College 2-1 in Round 2, followed by 2-1 win
against Berkshire CofA in Round 3. They now face City & Islington
College in Round 4.

Our two Netball teams have had some testing matches
this season so far. The first team have played a number of
challenging games against rival colleges, including Godalming
and Collyer’s College, they have managed to pull through with a
win on many occasions. Moving forward into the new year, we
are hoping to secure our lead at the top of the S7 Surrey Sixth
Form league table. This year was also the first time the girls
played in the Regional Schools Tournament where they again
faced some challenging opposition. The day was a huge test of
character and perseverance, placing 8th overall.”
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Women’s Football

Men’s Basketball
The team recently welcomed new coach in Mario Trela, head
coach from Richmond Knights Basketball Club. Originally from
Milwaukee, Mario has been playing basketball since the age of
eight and claims not to have put the ball down since! The Esher
team are now busy developing their skills and are putting into
practice the team philosophy of dedication and hardwork.

The women’s football team have had an exceptional start to the
season with seven wins and just one defeat in all competitions.
With a 100% league record, the team are on track to challenge
for the Surrey Sixth Form College champions title. Highlights of
the season include a last second winner from Jasmin King in the
National Cup against Worthing College and a 4-1 away victory
against rivals Godalming in the league. The team have scored
39 goals and conceded seven across their eight games. Some of
the key players from last season have continued to perform well
again this year. Midfielder and captain, Megan McGarvey has had
a big influence on the team, dominating in possession in most
games. While Emily Pinkess has been a composed influence in
defence. New players into the team have added technical quality
to the group, with Alice Frise consistently producing dominant
defensive displays and Pheobe Head has led the attacks superbly.
Congratulations to our current top scorer, Evie Blackledge, who
has scored eight goals in seven games.

Mixed Hockey

Women’s Rugby gets a
boost from Cobham RFC
Demand for a Women’s College Rugby team got a
welcome boost when coaches from Cobham RFC held
several training sessions at Esher Sixth Form College.
First year students, Fleur Feehan and Rana Ralton who
play for Wimbledon Girls and Imogen Lunn who plays with
Cobham’s U18, wanted to introduce the game at Esher.
With support from Dani Knight in the PE department the
girls have arranged regular training sessions, with the aim
of playing in their first tournament soon.
The fledgling team got a boost when coaches Vicky
Alexandra and Matt Lunn from Cobham RFC hosted some
mixed training. Fleur says, “It doesn’t matter if you’ve
never played before, you used to play or still do play.
We’ve got girls with all levels of experience joining the
team and finding a passion for rugby. Training with the
boys has helped and brought our skills up considerably.
We’re hoping to get our first fixture and build the team up
for next year.”

The Esher Mixed hockey team started the season playing against
Reigate, squandering a 4-0 lead to end up drawing 4-4. Revenge
was shortly gained, as we were crowned champions of the
Hurtwood House mixed six-a-side tournament. We also had an
impressive win with a mixed team against Kingston Grammar
School boys. We were unfortunate to lose to a strong Havant
team in the AoC Mixed Cup by a single goal, and several other
single goal losses followed, including against Peter Symonds
and Barton Peveril. The display against Barton Peveril was so
impressive that our opponents didn’t realise we had only fielded
10 players until after the full-time whistle had gone! Special
congratulations go to Maddie Blinkhorn-Jones who was chosen to
represent England Colleges after attending AoC trials.

Vicky Alexandra, adds, “It’s great to see the girls involved
and building their confidence for the game. The boys
are used to playing with their mates but playing with the
girls means they have to learn to communicate better.
It benefits both teams and there is a great vibe here
between them.”

Wake up call for Raab
One Politics student gives his take on the College hustings
just before the General Election, when the three political
candidates for Esher & Walton came under fire from students.
On Monday 25 November, Foreign Secretary and former Brexit
secretary Dominic Raab, Liberal Democrat’s candidate Monica
Harding and Labour candidate Peter Ashurst went head-to-head in
the College’s hustings.
Students, many of whom were voting for the first time, scrutinised
the parties’ manifestos and challenged the personal records of the
candidates standing for election including the voting record of the
Liberal Democrats former leader, Jo Swinson. Many felt her voting
record on austerity and the tripling of university tuition fees was an
unforgiveable act, especially after running up to the 2010 election
when the Lib Dems had vowed to abolish tuition fees.
Dominic Raab promised to “get Brexit done” and invest in the NHS
alongside other public services that have been completely damaged
by the Conservatives austerity policy.
Peter Ashurst urged that “Brexit is distracting us from all the other
issues” including the cost of austerity on our public services, tackling
child poverty, mental health and promoting equality for the LGBTQ+
community. Monica Harding ran into a heated moment after

Esher Students
vote Lib Dem
The College held two polls during the election period,
one in LRC1 where students were encouraged to read up
on the parties and experience voting. The second was an
online poll run by the Politics department. Overall 881
students voted. Here are the combined results.

she promised to revoke Article 50 and do anything to stop Brexit
following a Liberal Democrat majority.
Dominic Raab said it was “outrageous” that a party that calls itself
democratic would ignore the mandate given by the 17 million
people who voted to leave the EU. Raab added, “It was the smart
thing to do to get Brexit done.” Asked whether a renegotiated deal,
as proposed by Labour, to protect workers’ rights and safeguard the
NHS was the smart choice, Raab emphasised the need now is for
direction and certainty.
Overall, reflecting on the 2019 General Election results, it is clear that
this was a Brexit election and voters wanted to “get Brexit done.”
Raab eventually won the seat, however a surge for the Lib Dems
saw his majority fall from 23,298 to 2,743. Personally, as a Labour
supporter, it was a disappointing election. Jeremy Corbyn gained
a huge number of seats in 2017 showing there is popular support
for his socialist policies, but this time it was the single issue of Brexit
and the voice of democracy that prevailed. However, we do need a
sustainable vision for the environment and a vision that encourages
wealth distribution amongst all, not a few.
Adam Quarda, 6.1 Student
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Chemistry in Action

From arsenic and the apocalypse to Crystal Meth and
Coca-Cola, students enjoyed a spectacular programme of
Chemistry in Action at the Emmanuel Centre, London, inspired
by talks from leading chemists in academia and industry.
Following on from an enthusiastic introduction from our host
Steve Cross, the day started with an informative talk by chemist
and author, Kathryn Harkup, about poisons, the chemistry of these
chemicals and their effect on the body - accompanied by some
gruesome (but fascinating) case studies.
We then explored the chemistry of drugs with David Smith, a
professor of chemistry at the University of York, by investigating the
real science behind the TV series, Breaking Bad, and by considering
cutting-edge research that could change medicine as we know it.
Rachel Bolton-King, from Staffordshire University, specialises in
forensics and introduced us to the world of forensics and ballistics
with her talk on ‘Making the Invisible Visible.’ Rachel explained

the investigation of shotgun shells and how advanced scientific
equipment can accurately provide information on the range of a
blast based solely off the residue.
After lunch, we were given information on common exam mistakes
and how to avoid making them ourselves. Then Lewis Dartnell,
an astrobiologist from the University of Westminster, told us
how we can utilise chemistry to survive after the apocalypse and
demonstrated his own homemade camera. Finally, Jamie Gallagher
asked us, ‘Do you smell almonds?’ Jamie took us through the
chemistry of flavour and what surprising chemicals go into our
food and drink, encompassed by the umbrella term of ‘natural
flavourings’.
Overall, it was a very enjoyable and educational day, and we couldn’t
have asked for a better range of lectures.
Amy Inglis, 6.1 Student

Esher Students best non-selective state
school in Maths Challenge
Every year some of our Maths students take part in the
Senior Team Maths Challenge events. This year Maisha
Motlib-Siddiqui, Teodor Petrov, Daniel Venables and Gus
Taylor (L to R in the photo) represented Esher Sixth Form
College in the team challenge. We achieved our best result
yet, by coming third (and best non-selective state school).
A massive well done to the team and to their Maths teacher,
Bob Woollins, for helping them to prepare. All Further Maths
students sat the written Maths Challenge and we achieved
11 Gold, 23 Silver and 23 Bronze awards – congratulations
to all involved. 11 students qualified for the Kangaroo round
and extra congratulations go to Teodor Petrov, Oscar Krieble,
Franco Magjuni, Oskar Day and Daniel Venables who all
achieved a Merit.
Anna Mawson, Head of Maths

Students Journey into the Underwater World
39 students are now over halfway into their training
to become qualified Scuba Divers. As part of their first
year complementary studies, the students have all now
progressed past the most challenging second pool dive and are
miraculously transforming from clumsy individuals to elegant
semi-aquatic mammals.
The practical sessions are once a month at Putney Leisure Centre,
which boasts a 3.8m deep pool. As you can see by Jasmine and
Mel’s expressions, the sessions are great fun, although Amelia has
already learned not to have too much fun, smiling underwater
makes your mask leak!
Once the students have completed their five pool sessions and
demonstrated that they have all of the skills to be competent and
safe in open water, they will have the opportunity in June to show
their instructors that they are ready to be let loose on the marine
world where they can begin to explore our underwater planet.
Norman Glennard, Scuba Instructor

Bonjour! Ciao! Hola!
Brush up on your language skills for the summer hols with an essential survival course.
Adult Evening Courses at Esher Sixth Form College include three short ‘Survival’ courses
in French, Italian and Spanish. Over five weeks you will learn how to greet somebody, ask
for help, exchange simple information about yourself, make some simple requests, and
find your way to a specific place. The courses are also ideal tasters for the Level 1 language
courses starting in September 2020.
Survival French
Survival Italian
Survival Spanish
Course fee:

Starts Tuesday 2 June, 7-9pm
Starts Tuesday 2 June 7-9pm
Starts Wednesday 3 June 7-9pm
£75

Sign up
online now at
www.esher.ac.uk/
adult-education
or call us on
020 8335 2544.

UCAS offers rolling in
The Progression Guidance department submitted a record 731 UCAS applications by the January 15th deadline.
Already 319 students have received all their offers and are in a position to decide which to accept.
“This is a very exciting time for our 6.2 Students and we are thrilled to see their hard work paying off with offers to all the
top universities, including six Oxbridge offers,” says Nicola Wilberforce, Director of Progression Guidance. “Up to 90% of our
students go on to higher education, with 88.3% gaining first and upper second degrees according to data from the Higher
Education Statistics Agency HESA. This is higher than the national average for sixth form colleges (79.91%) and state schools
(78.16%).”
In addition to all the help and support offered by the department, we are holding
our Higher Education Information Evening on March 17 and 18. First year
parents will be invited to a presentation about our Progression Guidance system,
the UCAS application process, with advice on finance, and how to choose the right
course and university.
Students can attend Higher Education Day on Thursday 26 March. This is a
unique opportunity for students to explore and research all the various options
for progression. Representatives from 100 different universities will come to Esher
Sixth Form College, leading seminars and running information stands to give
students a taste for university life and study.
For those who are looking to apprenticeships we have the Apprenticeship and
Employment Evening on April 22 for parents and students, which precedes our
Next Steps Careers Fair on April 29.
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Meet the Teacher

Name: Catherine Wilks
Position: Teacher of French
From: January 2018
	
1 What inspired you to
go into teaching?
It was something I fell into very naturally.
I did a year abroad as a part of my
French Degree, working in a secondary
school (Lycee Jean de Pange) in North
East France. Then I did more teaching
at the University of Burgundy, in Dijon,
for my Masters and just loved it. It is the
combination of being in a class and all
the interaction and fun that happens in
a lesson, plus the experience of learning
a language and giving students the
opportunity that I had, to go and be
immersed in a different culture.

		Why
have you chosen
2
to work in a Sixth
Form College?

Another personal achievement for me is
that I wrote a chapter about translation as
a way of teaching languages for Student
Culture and Identity in Higher Education.

I love French literature and teaching
at a Sixth Form College gives you the
opportunity to introduce students to the
literature of a country for the first time.
Every time I open them up to a new piece,
their reaction is always different and
that fascinates me. In the first year of A
Level we study Intouchables, which is a
delightfully warm-hearted comedy about
a Parisian aristocrat who has to hire a
live-in carer after an accident left him
paralysed.

	When
you were
5
younger, what teacher
inspired you the most?

Then in complete contrast we study
L’Etranger which is a 1942 novel by French
author Albert Camus, which is a much
darker and more thought-provoking
affair.

3

 hat’s the best thing
W
about your job?

The students! At Esher they are so excited
about what they are learning. They are
ready to make the most out of whatever we
offer them and of course, there is a lot of
laughter and fun in the classrooms.

	
4 What achievement are
you most proud of ?
For the first time I organised the Toulouse
Trip last year for 13 students to do a
work placement and live in France. They
were able to put their language skills to
work in real situations and some of them
even came away with job offers for the
summer. This year we’ve got 19 students
wanting to go.

There were two teachers that stood out.
Miss Pitkin who was my French teacher
at secondary school in York. She was
funny, a bit sarcastic, but with very high
standards and she just seemed so cool to
me. At Manchester University, it was my
poetry teacher, Anne Berry, who helped
me with my thesis. She was a very old
French lady and was always so calm and
kind.

6

 hat book or film has
W
inspired you the most?

“Memoirs of a Dutiful Daughter”- which
sounds very boring! In fact it is the
teenage memoirs of Simone de Beauvoir
as she competed fiercely to become the
free, empowered woman who wrote the
Second Sex. She is sharp, funny, honest
and open about her attempts to escape
from her dutiful bourgeois existence. She
became one of France’s most influential
thinkers, at the heart of a glamorous
group of intellectuals in Paris, trying to
live by her own philosophy. I read it (in
English!) when I was studying A
Level French.

	
7 What words of wisdom
would you pass on to
your 16-year-old self?
“Don’t wait too long to start
working hard.”



Why study languages at Esher?
Studying languages at Esher Sixth Form College will give you
the analytical skills and ability to help you discover the World.
In the Modern Foreign Languages’ department, we offer A Levels
in French, Spanish and German and we are passionate about
developing your communication skills through listening, speaking,
reading and writing. You will develop your analytical and creative
skills, presentation and interpersonal skills and cultural awareness
– so you can express yourself clearly and with confidence.
In addition to our excellent teaching staff, we also have three
dedicated native speakers who meet students in small groups
for weekly conversational sessions. The Oral exam is 30% of the
course and our native speakers - Carmen Pascual (Spanish),
Annie Birch (French) and Jo Barker (German) - provide excellent
support to prepare for this exam.

A language laboratory and extensive resource materials in our
Learning Resource Centre, where we stock the latest films, fiction
(Harry Potter in German anyone?) and eBooks, means students
can access a wide range of materials to enhance their studies
at home or College. We also run a French work experience
programme as well as cultural and exchange trips for our
German and Spanish students, which complete the learning
experience.
Justine Brown, Head of MFL, says, “It is well documented that
being proficient in a language gives you broader career options.
Employers value the transferable skills, which the study of a
language provides. Over two years at Esher we will build your skills
in a way that is both challenging and fun, so you can earn yourself
a ticket to travel and work confidently in whatever language
you choose.”

World-class collection of historic dress
In November, we went to the Fashion Museum Bath
to help with the design process for our form and fabric
manipulation project. The museum has a world-class
collection of garments dating back as far as the 1600s,
right up to present day. The majority of the exhibition
was made up of womenswear, menswear and lots of
accessories. They also had a dress up area where we
could try on period dress.
The range of garments was very useful to our research
and provided inspiration for our designs. We spent the
morning drawing and taking photos in the museum and
the afternoon sightseeing at the Roman Baths. Overall,
we all thoroughly enjoyed the trip and gained a lot of
inspiration and knowledge from the exhibition.
Gosia and Grace, 6.1 students

Making designs on the Fashion industry
Rosie D’Ercole from Alexander McQueen and former
Esher student, inspires with her own label .

Kane and Alexander McQueen, where she is now Womenswear
Design Assistant Atelier (Pattern Cutter).

Fashion students had a special treat when they went to the
Alexander McQueen’s Roses exhibition in Bond Street.

Rosie also showcased in ModaPortugal design competition
2018 in the city of Porto and her final collection was showcased
at the London College of Fashion Press Show.

They met up with former student, Rosie D’Ercole who left Esher
Sixth Form College in 2016. Rosie went on to study Fashion
Design Technology Womenswear at UAL London College of
Fashion where she achieved a first-class BA Hons. During her
years studying she has had internships at Erdem, Christopher

She is also already creating her own label, the Jean D’Ercole
collection being represented by Fashion Crossover London. You
can check it out here at www.fashioncrossover-london.com/
rosie-dercole-london-college-of-fashion-2019-i1931

Lessons from Auschwitz project
As the World marks the 75th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz, four History students write
about their experience with the Holocaust Educational
Trust’s Lessons From Auschwitz project (LFA)
LFA is an organisation which engages young people from
all over England, in learning more about the Holocaust and
modern genocide. As part of this project students visited
Oświęcim, Poland, in November, where both Auschwitz 1
and Auschwitz 2 Birkenau are based:
“Before our trip we met the 200 other students and teachers
who would be joining us on this emotional experience, at an
LFA conference in London. The day consisted of: getting to
know our individual groups and highly knowledgeable team
leaders; preparing for how we might struggle with witnessing
a death camp and amazingly hear from an Auschwitz
survivor, Zigi Shipper (pictured below). Zigi, who is 93, was an
inspiration. His story is haunting yet as expected an incredibly
brave one – more can be found on the Holocaust Educational
Trust website www.het.org.uk

however empty these tainted buildings seem, it is impossible
not to imagine the chaos that would have filled it.
We then drove nearby to the daunting famous entrance
to Birkenau.

	“To walk along the rail tracks to Birkenau,
which led so many people to their painful
deaths was a complete eye opener;”
Standing where they had slept, cramped next to each other
surrounded by infection, feeling the cold seep through the
wooden huts. While there we also had a speech by a Rabbi
who talked of retaining faith and dignity even at the hardest
times, something many victims had the bravery to do. Many
of the wooden huts had been destroyed to hide evidence,
with only chimneys and bricks left to identify where they had
once stood. The huge wall of barbed-wire fencing enclosing
each section of the camp, with unmissable watch towers,
stuck with us to highlight just how invasive life was here.
A memorial now stands on the site of a gas chamber with 27
plaques put in the 27 different languages of the victims of the
Holocaust. Knowing what had happened below our feet in
the haunting gas chambers; gave us a moment
of reflection.
Our visit to Auschwitz began at 2:30am, with rain throughout
the entire day, which impacted hugely on how we saw the
victim’s conditions - and made our own complaints of being
damp no match for what Jewish prisoners would have
experienced. After landing and driving an hour from Krakow
Airport, we reached the town of Oświęcim. In our groups
we split up in the town centre and were given pictures of
our surroundings from 1941- 45. It was an insight into how
the town had changed and developed from the Holocaust.
We were given pictures of Jewish people being driven out of
their homes and dragged through the town centre - where
we were standing. This was important for us to see before
we went into Auschwitz, as it gave us a sense of reality that
when entering a concentration camp all is lost. Experiencing
this helped us to see each victim as an individual. All of these
faces shown to us at Auschwitz, had lives before this atrocity.
Auschwitz 1 was previously a WW1 German military quarters,
so the area had trees and a pavement, which created such
an unmissable poignancy: there was a piercing silence that
made this prison feel like a cold movie set. We were given
a guided tour and saw some of the upsetting artefacts left
behind or taken from the victims of Auschwitz, including:
hair, pots and pans, shoes and suitcases. Entering the gas
chambers there also sparked a sense of realism, that

This trip is one we will never forget. Writing about our time
there helps us process exactly what we saw and how it
affected us. We hope our pictures, videos and writings help
encourage more awareness not only for the Holocaust and
the victims but for the victims of genocide in general.”
Romy Fitzpatrick, Charlotte Timmins, Abbie Furness,
Sophie Wallman
6.1 Students
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How the Nazis gained power
Lecturer from King’s College delivers his research
on Nazi Regime.
In November, Dr. Christopher Dillon, from King’s
College London, came to talk to Dictators and
Imperialists History students about whether the Nazis
had a ‘consensus dictatorship’: the idea that Nazis
gained and maintained political power through the
support of the German people.
During the talk, Dr. Dillon dismantled this argument by
critiquing Backing Hitler by Robert Gellately and What
We Knew by Eric Johnson and Karl-Heinz Reuband.
Dr. Dillon instead argued the Nazis mainly relied on
coercion. I found the talk extremely useful because it
provided me with quotes and modern ideas about the
Nazis’ maintenance of power, as well as giving me an
insight into how modern historians research and write
about this difficult period in European History. All of this
will be invaluable for my coursework.
Jacob Vanstone 6.2 Student

Open Mic performances are a hit
Every term the Music Department hosts Open Mic
events at lunchtime, where students get to showcase
their new bands and music in front of their peers. Last
term a packed-out studio was treated to some great
performances from The As, a three-piece girl band with
Faith on drums, Molly on guitar and Rania on Piano
playing Britney Spears’ Toxic. Next up were George,
George and Mitch whose band didn’t have a name but
that didn’t matter with a great performance of Robbers
by The 1975 and an experimental piano ballad. We
then had a couple of solos from Max playing Pachelbel’s
Canon on piano and Milana performing three songs on
guitar including Walking On The Moon (The Police) and
All Along the Watchtower (Bob Dylan).
Well done to all our accomplished musicians.
The next Open Mic session will be on 26th February in
room M007.

Politics Trip to Parliament and the Supreme Court
Politics students went on a visit to Westminster to learn
more about the UK political system. We started the trip by
walking to Parliament and we were taken through very ornate
hallways to the House of Lords, which was highly impressive
due to the grand ceiling and decorated walls.
In the House of Lords, we learnt about the processes that take
place and the layout of the room as well as the structure of the
sessions that take place. We then moved through into the less
embellished House of Commons and we were introduced to the
layout of the Commons chamber and discussed the rules and
protocol they use. We then observed the ‘Aye’ and ‘No’ division
lobbies and discussed the way votes and discussions in the
Commons are carried out.
Afterwards, we split into two groups. My group had a workshop
about the stages of law-making, in which a bill is passed through
Parliament and how a bill becomes an Act. The other group had
an interactive workshop about voting and different electoral
systems. Later we were joined by Lord Rennard (Liberal-Democrat)
who explained to us how he became a Lord and answered our
questions relating to his job to help us better understand the role
of a Lord and the parliamentary processes associated with the job.
The day ended with a visit to the Supreme Court, where we
explored the three courtrooms. I feel everyone had a really good
time and the trip was really useful in helping us understand the
political system better because we were able to engage with the
information. It made for an excellent and informative experience.
Evie Graham-Taylor 6.1. Politics Student

Shooting the Mafia

“Letizia Battaglia was the first female photographer in
Italy to work on a daily paper. Three days after she started
working she saw her first murder...”

Her images are haunting. “I look at my photos, it’s just blood,
blood, blood,” she tells us. The students are still talking about
them now. (The trip was in late November...)

Film students and staff were treated to a screening of Kim
Longinotto’s amazing documentary Shooting the Mafia about
the story of Palermo photographer Letizia Battaglia, who spent
her long and varied career portraying life in Sicily.
Letizia is famous for her pictures of the horrors caused by the
Cosa Nostra (images of brutal murders, domestic violence,
extreme poverty) and the infamous Corleone-centred mafia.

British filmmaker Longinotto is one of the most talented
and humble filmmakers we’ve ever met. The Q&A session
afterwards at the Institut Francais was a real privilege and being
able to talk to her was very useful to students who are doing an
exam based on one of her earlier films, ‘Sisters in Law’.
Denice Brook, Teacher of Media
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Esher Students follow Mercury’s Passing
Esher Sixth Form College’s Physics department made the
most of a rare opportunity to track Planet Mercury as it
passes across the face of the Sun.
The event which can only take place when the Earth, Mercury
and the Sun are exactly in line, took place on Monday
11 November, and was captured by two of the College’s
specialist telescopes.
Head of Physics, Jonathan Poole, and science technician,
Minna Sula, set up the equipment so students could enjoy
the experience during their lunch break. There are 14
transits in this century, the last before this was in 2016, but
the next event will not occur until 2032.
Esher Sixth Form College has its own observatory, which is a
popular resource for students to star gaze and explore space
through its Astronomy Club.

British Physics
Olympiad 2019

The Physics Department would like to congratulate
6.2 Students Oskar Day, Teodor Petrov and Daniel
Venables who achieved bronze and silver awards in
the British Physics Olympiad in December.
This competition, set annually by The University of Oxford,
aims to challenge the most able Sixth Form physicists
in the country with a series of complex questions set in
unfamiliar contexts. The competition involves a threehour exam and requires students to have a thorough
understanding of physics theory as well as outstanding
mathematical skills.
Teodor and Daniel gained bronze awards while
Oskar placed in the top quartile of candidates with a
silver award.
Daniel Venables and Oskar Day also achieved success in
the Physics Challenge in September with both students
gaining merit awards in this competition.
A huge congratulations to all three students on their welldeserved and impressive achievement.
Louise Perry, Teacher of Physics
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Physics in Action
Students experience a day of ‘phenomenal physics’ applying
theory to Strange Ice, Smart Buildings and Opera.
In December, Physics in Action held a series of talks from
some of the brightest lights in the field to inspire and challenge
students at the Emmanuel Centre in Westminster.
First up were two engaging role models: Ozak Esu, an engineer
from the Centre for Smart Homes and astrophysicist, Jen Gupta,
from the Institute of Cosmology and Gravitation at Portsmouth
University. Ozak, who grew up in Nigeria, told us she wanted to
become an engineer so she could help everyone have electricity
24 hours-a-day. She came to the UK to study at university and
is now the Technical Lead in Smart Buildings at the Centre for
Smart Homes and Buildings. She introduced us to the basics
of building physics and the application of smart technology to
improve operational efficiencies.

One of the first things our students learn on the A Level Physics
course is the seven “SI” units. The problem with these units
is that they can change over time. In 2019 four of these, the
kilogram, ampere, kelvin and mole, were redefined in terms
of Universal physical constants. So it was great to get a new
take on these definitions from chartered physicist, Michael de
Podesta (MBE for services to science), who used his own units
of the “Michael” for length, “Stephanie” (his wife) for mass and
“Maxwell” (his son) for time, to explain in a very entertaining
fashion why (even though we probably didn’t notice anything
different) we should be happy about these changes!
The day included a special session on examination success,
which provided students with the tools to excel.
Sue Lawton, Teacher of Physics

Jen’s passion for astrophysics and cosmology came across
clearly in her informative and entertaining talk, Exploring the
Invisible Universe. She described how we can use the whole
range of wavelengths in the electromagnetic spectrum to
image the Universe, as well as discussing some of the unsolved
mysteries facing astrophysicists and cosmologists today, such as
Dark Matter.
Trevor Cox, Professor of Acoustic Engineering at Salford
University, linked the work our students have covered on
standing waves to how the voice works. Using videos of a beat
boxer’s vocal chords he could demonstrate how they vibrate at
different frequencies. He explained why the need for power and
the lack of amplification means it’s very difficult to understand
the words in an opera and how the trend for “whisperpop” has
been made possible by technology.
Andrea Sella a synthetic chemist and broadcaster, has been
involved in numerous radio and television projects. He talked
about Strange Ice and managed to make the changes between
three phases of water (ice-water-steam) exciting with live
demonstrations as well as evidence and explanations of how
just a few degrees of global warming causes catastrophic
climate change.

Gamelan comes to Esher
Performing Arts, Dance and Music Students from
Esher Sixth Form College swapped pop music for
Gamelan when they experienced the outstanding
talent of an ensemble of visiting Indonesian students.
The 14 students and six teachers from SMKN 10 Bandung
Performing Arts School in West Java, specialise in
traditional Sundanese and Gamelan dance, music and
puppetry. They held a series of interactive workshops
for students to experience everything from the Peacock
Dance to playing kendhang drums.
With thanks to the Indonesian Embassy, Emily Boulting
at Riverhouse Barn in Walton, Simon Cook at ACS
Cobham and Claire Whittaker, Head of Music at Esher
Sixth Form College. Gail Deal, Head of Performing Arts
at Esher, said, “This was an amazing opportunity to see
two cultures performing together while sharing a love
of music and dance.”

Dates for your Diary

Social Media

Spring Term 2020

For more information on what’s
happening at Esher Sixth Form College,
follow and like us on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram

Monday 17th to Friday 21st February		

Half Term

Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th March		

Higher Education Evenings

Thursday 26th March		
		

Higher Education Day and
Evening Convention

Thursday 2nd April		
		

6.2 Progress Review Evening
(by invitation only)

Friday 3rd April		

End of Term

EsherSixthFormCollege

@EsherSFCollege

EsherSixthFormCollege

Summer Term 2020
Monday 20th April		

Term begins

Wednesday 22nd April		

Employment Seekers Evening

Wednesday 6th May		

6.1 Exam Leave

Friday 8th May		

May Bank Holiday

Monday 18th to Friday 22nd May		

6.1 Study Week

Monday 18th May		

6.2 Exam Leave

Tuesday 19th May		

INSET

Thursday 21st May		

INSET

Friday 22nd May		

INSET

Monday 25th to Friday 29th May		

Half Term

Monday 1st June		
		

6.1 students return to College Start of 6.2 study

Friday 12th June		

INSET

Tuesday 30th June		
		

Progression Exam Clinic
(by invitation only)

Thursday 2nd July		

After Esher Day

Monday 6th to Friday 10th July		

Wider Skills Activities

Friday 10th July		

End of Term

Dates for Prospective Y11 Students and Parents
(September 2020 admissions)
Tuesday 23rd June

Introduction Evening (parents)

Thursday 25th and Friday 26th June

Introduction Days (students)

Esher Sixth Form College
Adult Evening
Courses 2019/2020

Need a meeting place or
room to hire?
Did you know at Esher Sixth Form College
our classrooms, sports hall, sports fields,
drama studios and College Theatre are all
available to hire?

Start of Year 2020/21
Monday 24th to Wednesday 26th August

Enrolment for new students

Tuesday 1st September

Start of 6.2 Day

Dates for Prospective Y10 Students and Parents
(September 2021 admissions)
Wednesday 1st July 2020

Open Evening

Health Fair a Big Success
Congratulations to the first year BTEC Health
and Social Care students who worked
creatively towards producing a successful
and lively Health Fair in January. Over 1,000
students visited the event, held in our sports
hall. The students worked in pairs or groups,
planning health campaigns on Sexual
Health Awareness, Alcohol Awareness, Drug
Awareness, Breast and Testicular Cancer
Awareness, Mental Health Awareness,
Domestic Abuse Awareness, Smoking Cessation and Healthy Eating. All of
the stands had fun activities, including the condom challenge on the Sexual
Health Awareness stand. The success of the Health Fair was achieved with
support from Central Surrey Health and Catch 22.

We have a wide variety of facilities and spaces
for meetings, clubs, parties, conferences
and memorable events. Available for all
sorts of societies, whether it’s the Kingston
beekeepers or an arts festival, our facilities
are available until 9pm with plenty of free
parking and just a two-minute walk from
Thames Ditton train station. Available for
weekend bookings too.
For more information contact Derek
Hempston at DHempston@esher.ac.uk

Remember to
recycle your
newsletter.

