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WELCOME
Thank you for your
interest in the College.
This prospectus aims
to provide you with
an insight into what
life is like as a student
at Esher Sixth Form
College.
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careers, whether that be higher education, an apprenticeship
or employment.

Inside you will find information on all aspects of
the student experience, including a summary
of the wide range of courses on offer and the
acclaimed support services, which underpin the
high levels of success achieved by our students.
As such, it should play an important role in helping you make
an informed choice about your post-16 education, and I
would therefore urge you to read the contents carefully.
Virtually any combination of courses is possible, and you will
have a number of opportunities to discuss your proposed
study programme, starting with your admissions interview.
We firmly believe that Esher Sixth Form College offers you
the ideal environment in which to embark on the next stage
of your educational career and one where you will be able
to thrive academically and grow as an individual. We are
committed not just to your academic success, but also to
ensuring that you can develop the skills and qualities that
will help you to prepare for the future. We have a strong track
record in providing the appropriate support to allow our
students to successfully progress to the next stage in their

When you join us, you will become part of a community of
over 2000 full-time students from more than 100 different
schools, each following an individual study programme
relevant to their needs and ambitions. You will find a friendly
and vibrant atmosphere where positive relationships are
always promoted. We enjoy excellent accommodation and
facilities, including a highly sophisticated IT system and
an attractive campus environment. Our teaching staff are
specialists in post-16 education, both in their subject areas
and in the support they provide through our tutorial system.
We pride ourselves on a successful record in enabling
students from all types of backgrounds to reach their full
potential. Please see the section on ‘Supporting Your Needs’
if you have any additional educational needs.
I look forward to meeting you over the next year at the
numerous events designed to deepen your understanding
of the College. Full details of these opportunities can be
found towards the back of this prospectus. I hope you will
be able to join us on these occasions and I look forward to
welcoming you to the College.

Dan Hards
Principal
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OUR ETHOS
Creating a culture of high expectations
and outstanding achievements

At Esher Sixth Form College our students’ success
and wellbeing is at the heart of everything we do.
As a non-selective, open-access sixth form College for post-16
education for North East Surrey and South West London, our
mission is to inspire and encourage all students to be the best
version of themselves, both academically and personally.
This includes:
• C
 reating a supportive and caring College community.
We actively promote friendship, tolerance and inclusivity so
students can become responsible, informed citizens who have
respect for themselves and others.
• D
 elivering high quality, specialist teaching and learning.
Our staff are specialists in post-16 teaching and supporting
academic achievement. 88.0% of Esher students who went on
to degree level, gained a first or upper second, well above the
national average for both state and independent schools.
(HESA 2019/20)
• B
 roadening your life skills and experiences.
After Ofsted rated our extension and enrichment provision
as outstanding, we have continued to offer a wide-ranging
programme of events, clubs, trips and activities that ensure
our students develop far beyond the classroom.
• M
 aking a positive contribution to the wider community.
Students are encouraged to be involved in the local
community through work experience, volunteering, mentoring
and sport leadership programmes as well as with charitable
events including our Esher College Africa Trust (ECAT).

“I really like the sense of
community here, the friendly
and helpful teachers and the
fact that you are treated more
like an adult. It is definitely a
great stepping stone between
school and university.”
Maya, 6.2 student studying BTEC Film &
Television Production and Performing Arts
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Meet Kate, Director of Safeguarding,
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion

Celebrating Diversity
As an inclusive sixth form College, we welcome a diverse
range of students from more than 100 different schools.
Everyone is treated and respected as an individual and we
are very proud of our positive and friendly community.
We actively encourage equal opportunities for all and have
a wide range of support structures and groups in place
including: the Student Union; the Gender Sexuality Alliance
(GSA); and the Christian Union - all of which are committed
to creating an environment in which all students can fulfil
their potential.
In other years, we’ve had groups including the Islamic
Society, Anti-Racism Group and the Feminist Society –
every year it depends on what each cohort wants to do. All
students are supported in their fundraising and awarenessraising events as well as celebrations. Ultimately, our aim
is to prepare our young adults with the tools to become
leaders in creating the world they want to see.

“We are really proud of the diverse and
inclusive environment of the College. Students
can attend a range of societies to meet new
people and make friends, and we are always
open to starting new groups and societies to
reflect student interests and needs.
The PDP programme as part of tutor group
sessions regularly promotes and celebrates
E&D events, for example International
Women’s Day and Black History Month. We
also run events for students to engage with
outside of lessons.
Curriculum areas are encouraged and
supported to consider E&D issues within
their subjects, helping students develop into
responsible and informed young people who
respect themselves and others.
The Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
Committee hold regular meetings where both
staff and students are encouraged to attend to
discuss E&D matters collaboratively so that a
range of voices are heard”
A full copy of our Equality and Diversity
Policy, which details our commitment to both
prospective and current students, can be
found on our website at www.esher.ac.uk
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YOUR COLLEGE
Why should you apply to
Esher Sixth Form College?

Exceptional
Support
for all Students
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personal Tutor
Subject Clinics
One-to-One Tutorials
Learning Support
College Nurse Service
Counselling Service

&

Dedicated

Specialist
Teaching and
Support Staff

16 -18
Specialist in

A great stepping
stone between
School and
University

Education

Free
WiFi

Comprehensive
Extension Studies
Programme
Music, Sports, Drama, Art,
Young Enterprise, Duke of
Edinburgh + much, much more
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Fantastic Facilities
Gym, Sports Hall, 3G Football Pitch,
College Theatre, specialist facilities
for all curriculum areas, including
a state of the art music block,
brand new Study Centre and
Performance Studio, Learning
Resource Centres, College
café and coffee shops, 1,100+
computers, football, rugby
and netball courts

A Reputation
for Excellence

Considered ‘Outstanding’
by Ofsted

Excellent
Progression
Up to 90% of students go on to
Higher Education. Established
support for progression to
employment

90%

40
Over

A Level + BTEC
courses available

Very Good
Transport Links

Close to the A3, 5 minute walk
from Thames Ditton railway
station, 15 minute walk from
Esher railway station, 25 minute
walk from Hampton Court
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A more mature
and diverse
learning
community

99.5%

Outstanding Results
99.5% pass rate
66.5% A*-B grades

Equality
Diversity
at the forefront of
what we do

15%

Top
Nationally For
Student Progress*

*Alps (external
assessor of value
added performance)
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THE
STUDENT
UNION
Who are we?
Each year the Student Union is run by elected student
representatives, who make sure your voice is heard. The six
roles, held by our upcoming second years, include: President
and Vice-President; Eco and Sustainability Executive; Marketing
and Communications Executive; Events and Charities
Executive; and an Equality and Welfare Executive.

What we do?
The SU is central to creating a welcoming and harmonious
environment within the College for all students. We are
responsible for liaising with staff and senior management to
discuss student feedback, ideas or raise any issues ranging from
College facilities to the quality of the café food. The SU President
and Vice-President are also student trustees and attend
meetings alongside other trustees.
The SU also supports and collects feedback from other societies
within the College, including the Christian Union and the
Gender Sexuality Alliance (GSA), as well as holding Student Voice
meetings with SU representatives from all the tutor groups.

11

Our events:
The social life at Esher Sixth Form College is an important part
of the student experience. The activities that the SU organise
include lunchtime ‘open mic’ gigs, which help to raise money
for charities, including the Esher College Africa Trust (ECAT),
and our Summer Festival. This is held on the College grounds
in celebration of a great first year for the 6.1s and the end of
exams for 6.2s.

How do I join the SU?
Elections are in April when election fever takes over the College
with some lively hustings.

Meet Zara Lyons, SU President 2022/23
On behalf of the Student Union,
I would like to welcome you to
Esher Sixth Form College!
It is an honour to be your Student
Union President for the academic
year, 2022-2023. The Student
Union will ensure, that every
student has the best possible
College experience. If you ever
have any concerns or ideas you
would like to talk about, or raise,
you are most welcome to come
and talk to us. We are here to support you and make sure your
voice is heard. Esher is an amazing place to find friends and
become more independent. These two academic years will
be a brilliant experience. The Student Union looks forward to
welcoming you in September!

Follow us on Instagram @EsherStudentUnion
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YOUR STUDY
PROGRAMME
We have more than
40 A Level and BTEC
courses, that you can
take in any combination
to create a study
programme that is
in tune with your
individual abilities,
interests and ambitions.
Your unique study
programme will
typically include three
or four courses plus
one extension study
activity and a weekly
tutor group session.

10

www.esher.ac.uk | Your Study Programme

13

Thinking about A Levels?

What will my timetable look like?

A Levels are two-year exam-based courses and the
traditional route to university and beyond. A Levels are
graded A* to E. If you’re not sure what career you want to
do, studying a selection of A Levels is a great way of keeping
your options open.

The College day starts at 8:55am and finishes at 4:15pm.
Your timetable includes four lessons per subject per week
plus allocated periods for private study, one hour with
your personal tutor and one lesson of Extension Studies.
Some students will have additional timetabled periods – if
you have learning support, for example, or if you take an
extension course which covers two periods, such as the
sports teams or College Production.

Thinking about BTECs?
BTECs offer more practical, skills-based learning through
coursework or themed units and are excellent preparation
for specialist degree courses. They are nationally recognised
qualifications and a credible alternative to A Levels. You get
a grade for each unit – Pass, Merit, Distinction, Distinction* so you can see how you are progressing through the course.

Did you know?
•A
 t Esher you can study BTEC
and A Level courses together.
•2
 9% of students who went
into Higher Education in 2021
had one or more BTEC
qualifications.

Entry requirements
There is a minimum entry requirement of five GCSEs at
Grade 4 and above. However, we encourage you to aim
high; the stronger your GCSE results – the better your
chance of A Level success. Please note that the absence
of GCSE English Language at Grade 4 (or Grade C) will
significantly restrict study programme options. Access to
some courses may require certain grades in certain GCSE
subjects. Please see individual course information sheets for
more details.

Esher Sixth Form College Prospectus

CHOOSING
YOUR COURSES
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With more than 40 A Level and BTEC courses on offer,
in every combination, choosing what to study for the
next two years can be tricky. Don’t choose a subject
just because you think it is what employers will want
or because it is a subject to fall back on. Instead think
carefully before you decide and ask yourself five things:
• What subjects do you enjoy?
• What subjects are you good at?
• Is there a new subject, which excites and interests you,
that your school doesn’t offer?
•W
 hat type of learning do you enjoy? Exams or
coursework? Practical or theory?
•D
 o you have a specific degree, job or industry in mind?
Find out what the entry requirements are.

Helping you decide
Once you have successfully applied through our online
applications system at www.esher.ac.uk, you will be
invited to the College for an interview, usually with
a specialist subject teacher from one of your course
choices. Interviews take place between November
and April and they are an excellent opportunity to talk
through course combinations, ask questions and make
any changes to your chosen study programme.
In June, after your GCSE examinations, you will be invited
to Introduction Day where you can come and get a feel
for what studying at Esher is really like. You will have
taster lessons in all your chosen subjects, plus one ‘free
choice’ lesson if you are still undecided about a particular
subject. Our admissions team will also be available if you
need to talk through any course changes.
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How is Esher Sixth Form College
different from school?
We think one of the biggest differences about coming
to Esher Sixth Form College is in our wide and varied
range of specialist support services that are solely
focused on 16-18 year olds.
From Learning Support and one-to-one tutorials to
mental health provision and a specialist progression
guidance team for advice on careers and higher
education pathways, post-16 education is our speciality.
Our teachers only work with 16-18 year olds, so they
understand the needs, concerns and interests of your
age group. Plus you will find yourself in a more mature
learning environment. There is a mutual respect for
learning; communication with your teachers is of a more
personal nature, even down to using first names.
No more ‘Sir’ or ‘Miss’!
However, our new students always tell us the best
bit about life at Esher is the relaxed and friendly
atmosphere, having a Costa Coffee concession in the
College Café and not having to wear a uniform.

14
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CHOOSING YOUR
EXTENSION STUDIES
PROGRAMME
Our Extension Studies programme is an excellent way for students
to extend their learning way beyond the classroom.
Universities and employers are increasingly interested in students’ wider
skills and abilities such as team work, problem solving, creativity, critical
thinking and the capacity to conduct independent research. Our broad
programme of extension and enrichment activities means students can
get involved in everything from scuba diving, bicycle maintenance and
debating to Sports Leadership Awards, the Extended Project Qualification
and the LAMDA Award in Speaking in Public.

Here’s a taste of
what we offer:
First Year (6.1 students): Choose from
more than 40 Complementary Study
options on offer.
Second Year (6.2 students): Choose
a specific Progression Pathway to
develop your skills even further.

www.esher.ac.uk | Your Study Programme
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“Being part of College Production has been one of
the most memorable experiences of my life; not
only was I able to challenge and develop my acting
skills, but I came out with a cast of new friends
and memories.”
Rachel, 6.2 student

6:1 Examples of Complementary Studies

6:2 Examples of Progression Pathways

Duke of Edinburgh

Environmental Chemistry

EPQ

Theatre Workshop

College Band

Sports’ Teams

Creative Arts Portfolio

Core Maths

Scuba Diving

Debating Society

Sports Leadership Award

Career Development

College Production

Young Enterprise

L2 Counselling Skills
Award

Study Skills for Success

Introduction to
Psychology

Film, Politics &
Human Rights

Specialist Music Pathways

Academic Mentoring

Saving the Planet
with Science

Exploring Drawing

L2 Listening Skills Award

LAMDA Award in
Speaking in Public

e s h e r Sixth
Esher
c o l l eForm
g e p rCollege
o s p e c t uProspectus
s
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WIDER
SKILLS WEEK
A big part of student life at Esher is the
range of trips, visits and extra-curricular
activities we offer.
Our enrichment programme culminates at the end of the
summer term with Wider Skills Week (WSW), when first year
students take part in a wide range of activities, trips and
unforgettable experiences.
From kayaking to indoor climbing, braille to Nordic Noir, there are
curriculum-linked trips to North Wales (Geography) and Berlin
(Politics) as well as general interest trips and activities. Students
have the opportunity to gain new skills and qualifications with
week-long courses in everything from lifeguarding and St John’s
Ambulance First Aid to CAD design and cookery.

www.esher.ac.uk | Your Study Programme
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Meet Helen
Humphreys,
Extension Studies
co-ordinator
and Head of
Geography
“Hi, as Extension Studies co-ordinator, I get to see
all the amazing events that we put together for
our students in the last week of the Summer Term
during Wider Skills Week. There are more than 40
events, courses and trips students can choose from.
“Devoting a whole week to learning new skills
outside of the classroom will help you broaden
your perspective of the world and develop your
communication, organisation and teamwork skills while also being a lot of fun!”

Esher Sixth Form College Prospectus

YOUR COURSE
INFORMATION
Applied Science
BTEC National
Extended Certificate
This course provides a practical approach to Science. It has
a vocational content and is assessed through a mixture of
coursework, externally assessed assignments and exams. All
the tasks are linked to a work-related scenario. This course is
equivalent to 1 A Level.
The work focuses on practical scientific investigation and workrelated assignments. You will take units on Principles and
Applications of Science, Practical Scientific Procedures and
Techniques, and Science Investigation Skills, as well as one
additional unit.
You will cover the stages involved and the skills needed in planning
and carrying out a scientific investigation, including how to record,
interpret, draw scientific conclusions and evaluate the work. You
will also be introduced to quantitative laboratory techniques,
calibration, chromatography, calorimetry and laboratory safety
relevant to the chemical and life sciences industries.
You need to have good communication and numeracy skills. In
order to meet the deadlines for the assignments, you will need to
have (or develop) strong organisation and time management skills.
You will also need to develop good research and team work skills.
The Extended Certificate course consists of four units studied
over two years. The course is assessed through a combination of
coursework and exams. Two of these four units are assessed by
internal coursework (42%) and two units are assessed
externally (58%).

Applied Science

Applied Science
BTEC National Diploma
This course provides a practical approach to Science. It has
a vocational content and is assessed through a mixture of
coursework, externally assessed assignments and exams. All
the tasks are linked to a work-related scenario. This course is
equivalent to 2 A Levels.
The work focuses on practical scientific investigation and
work-related assignments. In the first year you will take units
on Principles and Applications of Science, Practical Scientific
Procedures and Techniques, Science Investigation Skills and one
additional unit.
You will cover the stages involved and the skills needed in planning
and carrying out a scientific investigation, including how to record,
interpret, draw scientific conclusions and evaluate the work. You
will also be introduced to quantitative laboratory techniques,
calibration, chromatography, calorimetry and laboratory safety
relevant to the chemical and life sciences industries.
In the second year you will take units in Laboratory Techniques and
their Applications, Principles and Applications of Science 2, and one
additional unit. You will also undertake an investigative project. As
part of the course, we will support you in undertaking a science
related work experience placement in year 1.
You need to have good communication and numeracy skills. In
order to meet the deadlines for the assignments, you will need to
have (or develop) strong organisation and time management skills.
You will also need to develop good research and team work skills.
The Diploma course consists of eight units of which three are
externally assessed by exam. As with the Extended Certificate,
the course is assessed through a combination of coursework and
exams, with the three externally examined units making up 46% of
the diploma course.
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Art (Fine Art) A Level
This course is all about giving you the opportunity to respond
to the visual world in a personal, critical and creative way. In the
first year, you will work on practical tasks which are designed to
develop your recording skills. You will explore the use of the formal
elements, working from primary sources. You will be taught
drawing, painting and a variety of printmaking skills. Emphasis
will be placed on experimenting with a wide range of media
and learning how to transform materials in order to reflect their
different qualities. Alongside practical work, you will be encouraged
to carefully document your artistic processes and show evidence of
an on-going critical review of your work and that of other artists.
In the second year, you will concentrate on developing a more
specialist portfolio of work, which fully demonstrates your
command of visual language. A 3000-word study is completed
alongside your individual practical work, where you will research,
evaluate and analyse work of selected artists appropriate to your
practical work. There is the opportunity to make three-dimensional
pieces. Students plan and hang their professional A Level show.
We offer the opportunity to attend life drawing workshops and
we organise visits to art galleries and exhibitions. This course will
build a portfolio of Artwork to support your application to higher
education degree courses, or to an Art and Design Foundation
Diploma course.
Assessment is through both coursework (the ‘Personal
Investigation’ which consists of a practical portfolio and a related
written study) worth 60%, and an externally set project worth 40%.

Art and Design
BTEC National Extended Certificate
This fast-moving and exciting course introduces students to a
wide range of practical experience across art and design. In the
first year you will complete assignments that combine research,
experimentation and exploration of disciplines such as fine art,
graphic design, 3D design, printmaking, sculpture, surface design
and computer-based working. Creative thinking is developed
through research, museum and gallery visits, presentations,
contextual study and extensive practical studio and workshop
work. Written work forms an essential part of assessment. The first
year is assessed through an externally set and marked unit (Unit
1 - Visual Recording) and a portfolio of coursework.
The second year provides a continuing core of visual studies with
assignments focusing students on working towards an art and
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design specialism whilst building a strong portfolio for progression
applications. It is assessed externally through one unit (Unit 2
Critical & Contextual Studies - Written test) and a portfolio of
coursework.
Inspiring visits and trips form the basis for assignment briefs
designed to challenge and strengthen creative thinking. At the end
of this year we celebrate our students’ achievements in a public
exhibition.
Full support is offered for preparation of portfolios and interview
technique. This course is equivalent to 1 A Level and combines
well with other creative and academic subjects.

20
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Amelia
Previous school: Guildford High School
Year: 6.2
Subjects studying: Biology, Chemistry and
Maths
Extension study: Environmental Chemistry
(6.1) Further Maths AS (6.2)
“Leaving Guildford High School to come to
Esher was a huge change and one that has
taught me so much. The teachers at Esher have
allowed me to become a more self-motivated
and hardworking student which will benefit me
greatly at university. After Esher I’m going to
study Medicine at university and eventually I
would like to become a doctor. With the entry
requirements being so high for my course it
has been so important for me to utilise all
resources available to me at the College. These
include lunchtime and after school clinics
where you can access one-to-one help from
teachers. This support has been invaluable and
makes it possible for me to go on and achieve
top grades in my A levels.
Outside of academics I have made amazing
friends at Esher who have made my experience
so much fun. It’s so important to have down
time outside the classroom and something I
have really enjoyed at Esher is sitting outside
on the field during lunch having a laugh with
my friends.
Advice I would give to prospective students is
to make the most of all the support teachers
offer you as you are only here for two years
and this goes by super quickly. I would also say
how important it is to make the most of your
free study periods as getting all your work done
during the day means you can have more free
time for extracurricular activities which can be
a nice break from your studies.”

Scan me
to hear
more about
Amelia’s Esher
experience
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Art and Design
BTEC National Diploma
This dynamic vocational and diagnostic course is for those
committed to progression in art and design. It develops the
creative skills needed to progress directly to a wide range of highly
regarded degree and foundation courses.
The first year of the course builds core skills in drawing, painting,
graphic design, 3D design, printmaking, sculpture, surface design
and Adobe CC programmes. Extensive written work, visits and
presentations develop wider understanding. Diverse studio
experience enables varied and individual creative outcomes in
response to set briefs. This course is fast-moving and requires a
high level of personal organisation.
The first year is assessed through an externally set and
marked unit (Unit 1 - Visual Recording) and through a portfolio
of coursework. As part of the course, we will support you in
undertaking an art and design related work experience placement
in year one.
In the second year, learners build a portfolio for application in a
chosen creative discipline and work on a live brief with an external
‘client’. Professional practice research, live briefs for external clients
and visiting practitioners broaden vocational understanding while
visits and trips form the basis of creative assignments.
The second year is assessed through both two externally set units
Unit 7 (Developing and Realising Creative Intentions) and Unit 2
(Critical & Contextual Studies - Written test), plus a portfolio of
coursework.
This course is equivalent to 2 A Levels.

Biology A Level
The specification is based on a topic-centred approach to the study
of living organisms. In the first year you study the effects of lifestyle
on health, particularly the cardiovascular system. Genetic diseases
such as Cystic Fibrosis are considered and there is the opportunity
to discuss social and ethical issues surrounding genetic screening.
Other topics include an examination of biodiversity, evolution, the
role of zoos, and our uses of plants.
In the second year you consider climate change and forensic
science, how organisms fight infection, exercise-related biology
and the way the nervous system works.
The specification will be assessed through three exam papers at
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the end of the course. Throughout the course you will carry out 18
‘core’ practicals. There will be questions on these in the exams. In
all three exam papers, questions involving the use of mathematical
skills within Biology will contribute to 10% of the assessment.

Business A Level
This course aims to help students develop a critical understanding
of a range of businesses from the perspective of shareholders,
employees and customers. In the first year you will study theories
related to the internal areas of a business, such as finance, human
resources, operations management and marketing and learn how
these determine a business’ performance and competitiveness.
You will examine how external influences, such as the business
cycle, interest rates, exchange rates, and inflation have an impact
on the success of a business. You will also investigate leadership,
entrepreneurs and business start-ups.
In the second year, a strategic view of business opportunities and
issues is undertaken. The emphasis is on business strategy and
decision-making. You will investigate organisations that trade on
a global scale and explore their reasons for doing so. You will also
develop an understanding of the globally competitive environment
in which companies operate and consider the ethical and moral
dimensions of global business activities. Expect to learn a range of
numerical techniques, including investment appraisal, critical path
analysis, and decision trees as well as financial accounting and
ratio analysis.
The course is designed to encourage you to use an enquiring,
critical and thoughtful approach to the study of business, to
understand that business behaviour can be studied from a range
of perspectives, and to challenge assumptions. Expect also to
analyse and interpret a variety of numerical data and graphs to
support complex arguments within the essays you write. Business
is a fascinating subject. It is relevant and diverse, with real-world
application that enhances career and university choices. It fits
well in combination with humanities, arts and science subjects
and can open up new areas of interest. Assessment is by written
examination only.

Esher Sixth
College
Form
Sixth
College
Form Prospectus

Business
BTEC National Extended Certificate
This course is equivalent to 1 A Level and will equip you with
both practical skills and a theoretical understanding of the
business world. It is made up of four units of study. 1. Exploring
Business: you will study the purposes of different businesses,
their structure, the effect of the external environment, and
how they need to be dynamic and innovative to survive;
2. Developing a Marketing Campaign: you will gain an
understanding of how a marketing campaign is developed
and develop your own campaign for a given product/service;
3. Personal and Business Finance: you will study the purpose
and importance of personal and business finance and develop
the skills and knowledge needed to understand, analyse and
prepare financial information; 4. Recruitment and Selection:
you will learn about the importance of effective recruitment
and selection and participate in a mock recruitment and
selection process. It is assessed through a mixture of exams
(Units 2 and 3) and coursework (Units 1 and 4).
To be successful, students need to be organised, hard-working,
independent and meet deadlines on a regular basis for both
internally assessed coursework assignments and externally
assessed exams, from the outset. One of these exams takes
place in the first year of the course and one in the second year.
Strong written communication skills and numerical ability are
critical to achieving success.

Chemistry A Level
A Level Chemistry follows a content-led and flexible approach
where the specification is divided into topics, each covering
different key concepts of chemistry. The course is designed
to enhance students’ understanding of chemical theory and
practical skills.

Across the course as a whole you will learn chemical ideas and
principles that underpin a wide variety of essential fields of
human activity, including medicine, materials science, forensics,
agriculture, industry, nanotechnology and next generation
computer hardware.

In the first year, you will learn key chemical concepts and
theories alongside an awareness of some of the ways in which
they are used in the real world. Experimental work is important
and is embedded within the course, both to illustrate the ideas
and to develop skills in practical work and problem solving.

Assessment of the specification will be carried out by three
written exams at the end of the course. The exams will include
questions from all parts of the course including 12 core
practicals.

In the second year you do further work in all branches of the
subject – physical, inorganic and organic. There is a particular
emphasis on organic chemistry and by the end of the second
year you will have learned a ‘tool kit’ of organic reactions which
would enable you to synthesise a range of molecules.
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Classical Civilisation A Level
A Level Classical Civilisation gives you the opportunity to explore the
literature, history, politics, philosophy, art and architecture of the
ancient Greek and Roman world.
This two-year course consists of three examined units. The first unit
focuses on literature. Via the epic poetry of Homer and Virgil, you
will analyse the different forms of heroism projected by the key
figures of Greek and Roman myth. Should heroism be understood
as the dominance of a magnificent individual? Or should a hero be
defined by their selfless duty towards a greater collective good? Is
it possible (or desirable) to combine both types of heroism, or are
they mutually exclusive?
The second unit examines the visual and material culture of the
ancient world. Through close analysis of material evidence, you
will investigate how Greek Art developed over the course of three
and a half centuries, progressing from the production of abstract,
otherworldly figures, to the realisation of fully naturalistic depictions
of the human form, capable of depicting mythological narratives
conveying advanced political symbolism.
The final unit deals with classical thought, focusing on the value
systems of ancient Greece and Rome as well as the philosophical
ideas that underpin them. Analysing a wide range of philosophical,
literary, and historical sources, you will evaluate the ancients’
conceptions of personal relationships, particularly those relating to
the nature of love, sex, and the institution of marriage.
You do not need any prior knowledge of the subject or to have
studied Latin or Greek (as all texts are studied in translation).
Assessment is by written examination only.

Computer Science A Level
A Level Computer Science is the science of how computers work
and therefore the course covers both the theoretical and practical
sides of computing. Problem solving and innovation is at the
heart of the Computer Science A Level and forms the basis of how
we approach writing code. The programming side of the course
covers the basics of C# language including loops, selection, file
access and the object-oriented programming paradigm. You will
study a variety of common algorithms and develop your own as
part of your coursework project. The theoretical side of the course
looks at the inner workings of a computer and you will study data
representation as well as looking at components such as the
CPU, RAM and the internal registers. Much of the reasoning and
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notation is mathematical in nature, so a strong aptitude in Maths is
required in order to undertake this course.
The course is assessed through two exams worth 40% each
and a coursework project worth 20%. The first exam is sat on
a computer and will test both practical programming skills and
your knowledge of theory. The second paper is a traditional exam
testing your theoretical knowledge of computer systems, how they
are formed, communicate and so on. This paper includes extended
writing in the form of full essay responses. The coursework is
a programming project, requiring a full write-up which must
include analysis of a problem and documentation of the design,
testing and evaluation processes. The project is started part way
through the first year, after students have had a chance to gain the
necessary programming skills.
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Athyab
Previous school: Thomas Knyvett College
Year: 6.1
Subjects studying: Mathematics, Computer
Science and Economics
Extension study: Men’s Team Basketball (6.1)
“The community at Esher is incredibly open and
welcoming and the different student backgrounds
really helps you to feel comfortable within different
communities. Additionally, the rigorous teacher support
is delivered passionately through clinics and individual
help outside of lessons. This has helped me to make
various academic decisions - including my decision to
pursue an economics-related course at university.
For every future student, I would advise you to ask
for help when you need it - you’re going to be in an
environment where effectively everyone is new to the
subject content so generally everyone is on the same
level of understanding. On top of that, the teachers
will without a doubt offer invaluable support to help
you understand what you need to, and to prepare you
to excel to what career path you are determined to
pursue.”
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Digital Film and Video Production
BTEC National Extended Certificate
This is an exciting course for students who want to gain a practical
understanding of digital film and video production. In the first
year you will develop skills by taking units in storyboarding and
lighting. Towards the end of your first year, you will shoot and edit
your own music video.
With a strong emphasis on working with professionalism and
independence, you will have the opportunity to work in a range
of crew roles as part of a group, as well as on your own. You will
develop a wide range of practical skills underpinned by theoretical
perspectives that will inform your practice.
In the second year, you will refine your practical skills through
the Film Production unit, where you produce a short film or
film extract. For your externally assessed unit, under timed
conditions, you will plan, shoot and edit a short film/TV extract to
a brief which is set by the exam board.
You will be assessed mainly through internally set assignments
with one externally assessed unit. This qualification is equivalent
to 1 A Level.

Dance A Level
The course enables you to complete units in performance,
choreography and critical engagement. There will be the
opportunity to devise, perform and interpret dance, demonstrating
technical and expressive skills. You will also be required to evaluate
and critique professional works across a range of genres.
In the first year, you will create duets and quartets for
performance. You will study the Rambert Dance Company 1966
– 2002, and its choreographers, such as Christopher Bruce, Glen
Tetley and Richard Alston, and their works. You will study American
jazz dance 1940 to 1975, and in particular the set study Singin’ in
the Rain, 1952, starring Gene Kelly. You will look at other works
choreographed by Gene Kelly, for example, An American in Paris.
You will also study the choreographer Jerome Robbins (West Side
Story, 1961).
In the second year, you will perform a quartet and solos linked to a
specified practitioner. You will choreograph a group piece. You will
study the set work Rooster by Christopher Bruce. In American jazz
dance, you will study Bob Fosse (Cabaret, Chicago, Sweet Charity),
Jack Cole, George Balanchine, Katherine Dunham and Agnes de
Mille (Oklahoma!).
Assessment is 50% practical examination and 50%
written examination.
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3D Design A Level
The three-dimensional design course is primarily concerned with
designing to meet the needs of a client by investigating how a
product works and looks. You will assess and design innovative
products, considering not only aesthetic and technical issues
but also the environment and the role of the designer in the
community.
On the course, you will follow a design process from conception
to production. Learning through designing and making, you will
experiment creatively with traditional design production processes
as well as industry relevant 3D digital technologies, including CAD/
CAM. You will engage with media and processes, and develop and
refine your ideas before presenting your outcomes.
Assessment is through a Personal Investigation (60%), which
consists of both a practical portfolio and a related written personal
study, and an externally set task (40%).

Esher Sixth Form College Prospectus

Drama and Theatre A Level

English Language A Level

Ever wondered what it would be like to be a director, performer,
designer, playwright or theatre critic? Our course inspires students
to become independent theatre makers. You will learn through
experience and understand theatre from the different perspectives
above, as well as taking ownership over creating meaning for an
audience.

This is an ideal course for anyone wishing to learn more about
the English language in terms of both its structures and its many
uses and varieties. You will explore topics such as: the difference
between speech and writing; how people represent their personal
and social identity through their use of language; how language
is influenced by contexts such as audience and genre; how
children learn to speak and read and write; and the history and
development of the English Language since 1550.

You get the opportunity to be a playwright and devise a piece
of original theatre as a group. You will take responsibility for the
research, writing, directing, set design and acting. This will be
created in the style of a practitioner. In the other practical unit, you
will workshop and perform three extracts from different published
plays. You will explore and apply the techniques and style of a
selected practitioner. Both practical units include coursework,
which is a written analysis of your research, influences, skill
development and evaluation of your performance.
The written exam is designed to allow you to demonstrate your
creativity and imagination as you interpret two set texts (Hedda
Gabler and Our Country’s Good) and explain how you would stage
an extract drawing upon the historical context. You will also watch
a range of productions and write analytical theatre reviews.
Assessment is through practical work (30%), written coursework
(30%) and a written examination (40%). There is a strong emphasis
on written assessment and invention/creative thinking.

Economics A Level
This course develops understanding of economic
concepts and theories through a critical consideration
of current UK and global economic issues, problems
and institutions, affecting everyday life. In the first year,
the course introduces key economic concepts such as supply
and demand, the price mechanism, how markets work and why
they fail. It also explores measures of economic performance, the
role of government policy in the economy and how it attempts to
achieve economic objectives.
The second year examines business economics, the
labour market and competition. It also develops understanding of
international economics, including financial markets and the role of
the state in the macroeconomy, and considers wider global issues
such as poverty, inequality, and emerging and developing markets.
Assessment is by written examination only.

In the second year, you will produce a coursework folder
containing two pieces of original writing. You will also complete an
in-depth study of a specialised area such as Power in Language,
Gender in Language or Language and Journalism.
This course is quite different from English Language GCSE and
could be considered as a study of the science of English language
in terms of where it has come from, how it has been changed over
time, and how different groups use it.
Assessment is 80% by examination and 20% by coursework.

English Literature A Level
This course enriches your appreciation of literary texts by giving
you the opportunity to read a variety of genres in close detail, to
discuss different ways of interpreting texts, and to investigate the
ways poems, plays, novels and short stories are illuminated by their
cultural and historical contexts. English Literature develops your
skills of analysis, debate, and imaginative thinking as well as the
quality of your written expression.
You will study a wide range of texts from different periods of
literature, such as modern poetry, Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night,
Shelley’s Frankenstein, Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, Chaucer’s
The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale, and Tennessee Williams’ play
A Streetcar Named Desire. During the second year, you will write
an extended essay for your coursework in which you will compare
two texts. There are some similarities with GCSE English Literature
where you focus on the writers’ work; at A Level you also study the
contextual factors that influenced the writers as well as critical views
of literary texts.
Assessment is 80% by examination and 20% by coursework.
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English Language and Literature
A Level
Providing a refreshing perspective on English, the combined English
Language and Literature A Level gives you the opportunity to develop
your skills in analysing both fiction and non-fiction texts as well as
providing the opportunity to write creatively in a style of your choice.
This is an ideal course for anyone wishing to learn more about the
English language and how it is used in a variety of contexts. You will
study the language of an anthology of nonfiction texts featuring such
variety as Captain Scott’s Diary of his Antarctic expedition, to Jeremy
Paxman and Russell Brand’s broadcast television interviews via live
music reviews from the national press and the abdication speeches of
kings. You will also study literary texts: Breaking Silence by Jacob Sam
La Rose; Jez Butterworth’s modern play ‘Jerusalem’ and the novel Jane
Eyre by Charlotte Bronte.
In the second year, you will also produce a coursework folder
containing one piece of original creative writing and an analytical
essay comparing two modern texts, for example ‘Stasiland’ by Anna
Funder and Mohsin Hamid’s ‘Exit West’. This course provides a broad
overview of the different types of English Studies and is quite different
from English GCSE, featuring both linguistic and literary analysis and a
significant element of creative work.
Assessment is 20% coursework and 80% written examination.

Fashion and Textiles A Level
This course introduces you to a broad field of study within the context
of fashion, and textiles for fashion. The emphasis is placed on the
design process, leading to the construction and presentation of original
and creative ideas in both two and three dimensions. In the first year
you will develop a wide range of skills, which include observational
drawing, textile design, fabric manipulation, garment design, fashion
illustration, pattern drafting, garment construction and the history
of fashion. This will enable you to produce individual outcomes in
response to design briefs.
In the second year you will have the opportunity to focus your portfolio
development on an area of Personal Investigation. A 3000-word study
is completed alongside coursework, giving you the opportunity to
research, evaluate and analyse work of selected artists, designers or
movements, whilst studying techniques and processes appropriate to
the development of your practical work.
The subject is delivered through workshops and presentations.
Students will visit museums, art galleries and exhibitions to make
observational studies, and have the opportunity to engage with
practising practitioners.
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A Level assessment is through the Personal Investigation (60%),
consisting of a practical portfolio and a related written personal study,
and an externally set task (40%).
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Film Studies A Level

French A Level

A Level Film Studies is designed to deepen your understanding,
appreciation and enjoyment of film. The course builds upon your prior
knowledge of film through studying a variety of different topics over
two years. You will engage with a wide range of films, developing skills
of observation, critical analysis and written communication.

This course aims to give you a thorough understanding of the
French language, developing skills in reading and listening
comprehension, translation, essay-writing, oral skills and grammar.
It also aims to foster an appreciation of Francophone culture. In the
first year you will study the changing nature of families, education,
the workplace, music and media, festivals and traditions. We will also
be studying a French-language film, ‘Intouchables’ (‘Untouchables’).
The course will be taught via a range of media, including online
materials, current affairs reports, and TV/film clips. Learning of
grammar and vocabulary will be integral to the course.

Through the examination components, you will study mainstream
American films from past and present, as well as a range of films
from contemporary British filmmakers and independent and world
cinemas. The historical development of film is delivered through the
study of silent film and significant film movements, so that you gain a
sense of the evolution of the medium from its early years to present
day. You will also study narrative, filmmakers’ theories and critical
debates through the analysis of documentary and experimental film.
The coursework component enables you to apply your knowledge
of film theory through the production of an individual short film or
screenplay and an evaluation. The process will involve extensive preproduction, such as the construction of digital storyboards, and the
close study of significant short films. The course has dedicated facilities
and a technician to support you throughout the production and postproduction process, with our resources being available to all students.
Assessment is through a combination of two written exams (70%) and
a coursework portfolio (30%).

Film and Television Production
BTEC National Diploma
This course is designed for students who want to progress into
a wide range of careers in Film and Television Production. It is a
highly technical, specialist course which will give you the opportunity
to work on a number of different filmmaking projects, both
independently and as part of a production crew. Across the two
years, you will study cinematography, lighting, sound design and
editing in the context of practical projects such as short film and
music video making. In addition to this you will study and develop
industry standard skills in pre-production, including screenwriting
and storyboarding.
As this is a vocational course, you will need a mix of creative
thinking and good organisation. The ability to work independently
to professional expectations, to be self-motivated and to meet
deadlines is essential. As part of the course, you are encouraged to
undertake a related work experience placement in Year 1.
This course is equivalent to 2 A Levels, so it is recommended for
those who are very keen to work in film and television production.
You will be assessed mainly through internally set assignments with
two externally assessed units.

The second year covers integration and multi-culturalism, and the
Resistance movement in occupied France. We will also be studying
a literary text, ‘L’Étranger’ (‘The Outsider’) by Albert Camus. You will
be further developing your translation and comprehension skills
and keeping up to date with French current affairs. In both years,
weekly oral sessions with our native speaker language assistant are
mandatory to prepare you for the oral examination.
Assessment is by written examination (70%), covering listening,
reading and writing, and an oral examination (30%).

Geography A Level
Geography is one of the most exciting, cutting edge and relevant
subjects to study in today’s ever-changing world. The syllabus offers
an issues-based approach to studying Geography, enabling you to
explore and evaluate contemporary geographical issues, such as
water security and climate change. Studying Geography will develop
your sense of curiosity about the world and encourage you to ask
geographical questions. You will be given the opportunity to develop
an in-depth understanding of human and physical Geography as well
as the interrelationship between people and the environment. Topics
covered will include tectonics, coasts, regeneration, globalisation and
superpowers, water, and energy.
Fieldwork is a compulsory requirement of the course and would
usually include three separate day trips to areas such as East London,
Esher Woods and locally in Thames Ditton village. As part of fieldwork
and throughout the course, you will develop a range of geographical
skills, including approaches to geographical investigation as well
as cartographic, graphical, ICT and statistical skills. Geography is a
demanding subject that links humanities and science, and combines
academic, creative and analytical skills. A Geography GCSE is not a
requirement as long as you have a strong interest in current affairs
and learning about the world and are confident in communicating well
in writing.
Assessment will be by three written exams (80%) and an
individual 3,000- 4,000-word independent investigation based on
fieldwork (20%).
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Daniel
“In my experience, one of the
biggest highlights at Esher has been
the teaching staff and, in particular,
the Media Department. ”
Previous school: Twickenham School
Year: 6.2
Subjects studying: Film Studies A Level,
Business Studies A Level, and Creative Media
Production BTEC (Subsidiary Diploma)
Extension Study: Psychology in Film (6.1) and
Creative Arts Portfolio (6.2)
“In my experience, one of the biggest highlights at
Esher has been the teaching staff and, in particular,
the Media Department. The atmosphere is so
welcoming, and you can always turn to the teachers
concerning any queries or subject-related issues. To
me, the department has felt like a second family.
Not only has this helped with my own transition
from secondary school to college, but it has also
made me develop more of an overall interest in
my studies. Something like this could have only
been due to the honest, authentic, and personal
connections that I have formed with the teaching
staff. I find it essential that you have teachers who
are just as passionate and lively in relation to the
subjects you are learning about, and that was
evident here at Esher.
I would advise anyone taking a creative course to
truly take advantage of what is on offer. The only
person truly limiting yourself is you, so with that
being said, get creating! After Esher, I hope to go
to University to study Film Production. I am hoping
to build connections, networks, and add to a list
of work experience placements to hopefully get
into and operate within the film industry. One day,
I hope to direct and write my own projects. Esher
Sixth Form College has without a doubt provided
the essential stepping stones for higher education
and the further development of my craft, and for
that, I am extremely grateful!”
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Christian
Previous school: Esher Church of England
High School
Year: 6.2
Subjects studying: Fine Art, Fashion and
Textiles, and Maths
Extension study: Exploring Drawing (6.1)
Creative EPQ (6.2)
“Studying at Esher Sixth Form College has
allowed me considerable creative and academic
freedom despite the impact of Covid-19. My A
Levels may appear an unusual combination, but
they are subjects I really enjoy. I have learned
technology-based design work, and practical
creative skills such as casting and pattern
drafting. Maths with its logic and methods has
given me a good balance against my creative
subjects.
Support from other departments, for
example using the Photography studio, has
been invaluable in expanding my skills and
experiences. Being able to go into the Art and
Fashion studios to use the facilities and catch up
on work even when I am not timetabled to be
there has been very useful. When considering
future studies, I realised my maths and design
skills could combine in an Architecture degree,
hopefully at Manchester School of Architecture.
University applications included putting together
different portfolios. The Art tutors helped me on
an individual basis to organise selections of my
work and discuss layouts using their knowledge
and experience. Working independently has
prepared me for university, and I have found the
college staff to be very supportive. For example,
my Maths tutors are always happy to answer
questions even in their free time. My advice to
new students is don’t be shy! – I found talking
to people is the best way to make new friends,
especially outside of classes.”

Scan me
to hear
more about
Christian’s
Esher experience

Lila
Previous school: Waldegrave School
Year: 6.1
Subjects studying: Psychology, History
(Dictators and Imperialists), Mathematics,
Further Mathematics
Extension Studies: Introduction to Criminal
and Forensic Psychology (6.1)
“There has never been a moment of regret
regarding my decision to come to Esher Sixth
Form College. The college gives you a chance for
complete self-improvement, as it teaches you
independence, helps to improve your confidence
and provides you with many other skills that will
prepare you for whatever next steps you choose.
No matter who you are, there will be people for
you, with many opportunities to find the right
friends to suit you. I love the variety I was able to
choose in my timetable, switching between stem
and essay subjects has really helped me to stay
engaged and interested, with my week never
feeling too repetitive.
The teachers’ willingness to support you in any
way possible creates a safe and supportive
learning environment where you will never be left
to struggle. You can get support either by asking
teachers specifically for help or by attending the
many support clinics available. Maths clinic has
been the most useful resource for me so far.
The facilities are vast, you will be able to find
whatever space suits you best. There are also
endless opportunities to aid you in chasing your
goals - with access to a variety of talks, subject
challenges or extension trips. After Esher I
would like to study Psychology with Behavioural
Science, possibly at the University of Cambridge
- I find the university decision support already
available at this stage extremely helpful. The
Esher experience is like a stepping stone to a
wider university experience, the preparation at
this stage will make your next steps so much less
daunting. My advice to any new students would
be to keep your approach to college manageable
and consistent, there is enough time so no need
to overload yourself and panic.”
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German A Level
This course aims to give you a thorough understanding of the
German language, developing skills in reading and listening
comprehension, translation, essay-writing, oral skills and
grammar. It also aims to foster an appreciation of German
culture. In the first year the topics studied are nature and
the environment, education, music and media, festivals and
traditions. We will also be studying a German language film,
‘Leben der Anderen’ (‘The Lives of Others’). The course will be
taught via a range of media, including online materials, current
affairs reports, and TV/film clips. Learning of grammar and
vocabulary will be integral to the course.
The second year builds on and expands skills covered in the
first year, extending the topics to cover immigration and multiculturalism, and the re-unification of Germany. We will also be
studying a literary text, ‘Die Verwandlung’ (‘Metamorphosis’). You
will be further developing your translation and comprehension
skills and keeping up to date with German-language current
affairs. In both years, weekly oral sessions with our native
speaker language assistant are mandatory to prepare you for the
oral examination.
Assessment is by written examination (70%), covering listening,
reading and writing, and an oral examination (30%).

Graphic Communication A Level
A Level Graphic Communication is a fascinating subject that
allows you to explore areas such as illustration, design for print,
advertising, packaging design, computer graphics, multimedia,
animation, film and TV design and web design.
Throughout the course, you will explore, research and
acquire creative techniques, and develop skills, knowledge
and understanding in a range of different media specific to
Graphic Communication. You will also learn about commercial
processes and materials used in manufacturing, a range of
graphic products as well as studying the work of leading graphic
designers.
An A Level in Graphic Communication is an excellent
complement for other art courses at A Level. It is also an
excellent basis on which to apply to study the subject further
at art college or university. It is also very useful if you wish to
work or study in other areas relating to design, fashion and
architecture.
A Level assessment is through the Personal Investigation (60%),
consisting of a practical portfolio and a related written personal
study, and an externally set task (40%).

Health and Social Care
BTEC National Extended Certificate
This course is equivalent to 1 A Level and will give you the
background understanding which underpins work in a range
of areas focused on caring for people in a variety of different
circumstances. This includes professions and occupations
such as Nursing, Midwifery, Paramedical Work, Occupational
Therapy and Social Work. It is not a practical course but
focuses on the ideas and principles underlying these areas
of work. You will study topics such as physiological disorders,
lifespan development, issues involved in ensuring vulnerable
people are protected and looked after safely, nutrition,
and principles behind providing care and support in meeting
individual needs. You will also have the opportunity to
undertake a week’s work experience, as well as being
encouraged to participate in the College’s Community
Volunteers programme, which provides additional
opportunities to develop practical skills in an appropriate
care setting. There will also be visiting speakers, external
visits and practical activities.
Assessment is by coursework and by written examination.

Health and Social Care
BTEC National Diploma
This course is equivalent to 2 A Levels and will give you the
background understanding which underpins work in a range
of areas focused on caring for people in a variety of different
circumstances. This includes professions and occupations such
as Nursing, Midwifery, Paramedical Work, Occupational Therapy
and Social Work. It is not a practical course but focuses on the
ideas and principles underlying these areas of work. You will study
topics such as physiological disorders, lifespan development,
issues involved in ensuring vulnerable people are protected and
looked after safely, nutrition, and principles behind providing care
and support in meeting individual needs. You will also study four
other units which include a research exam unit and public health.
In ordinary circumstances, you would undertake a fortnight’s
work experience as well as being encouraged to participate in
the College’s Community Volunteers programme, which provides
further opportunities to develop practical skills in an appropriate
care setting. There will also be visiting speakers, external visits and
practical activities.
Assessment is by coursework and by written examination.
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History
At Esher Sixth Form College, you have a choice between 3 different
History A Level courses, allowing you to specialise in the type and
period of History you are most interested in.

History (Dictators & Imperialists)
A Level
This course offers students the opportunity to consider the rule of
fascist and communist dictators, including Hitler, Stalin and Mao,
and investigate the changing fortunes of British Imperialism.
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state to rainbow nation’, from the creation of an apartheid state,
resistance to it, including key campaigners such as Nelson Mandela
and Steve Biko, the Soweto Uprising, and international pressure for
change.
In the second year you will study ‘Britain: losing and gaining
an empire, 1763–1914’, which includes the American War of
Independence, settlement in Australia, rebellions in Canada, clash
of cultures in India, control of Egypt and the changing role of the
Royal Navy. For coursework you will research interpretations on
the reasons for the abolition of the slave trade.
Assessment is 80% by examination and 20% by coursework, which
is written in the second year.

In the first year you will study ‘Russia, 1917-1991: from Lenin
to Yeltsin’, which includes Lenin, Stalin and other communist
leaders from the 1917 Revolution through the Cold War until the
collapse of the USSR under Mikhail Gorbachev, and the role of
media, propaganda and the secret police. You will also look in
depth at ‘Mao’s China, 1949-1976’, from the creation of the second
Communist nation, the People’s Republic of China in 1949, to the
Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution.

History (Power & Belief)
A Level

In the second year you will study ‘Britain: losing and gaining
an empire, 1763–1914’, which includes the American War of
Independence, settlement in Australia, rebellions in Canada,
clash of cultures in India, control of Egypt and the changing role
of the Royal Navy. For coursework you will research historical
interpretations of the popularity of Hitler.

In the first year you will study the increase in power of Henry VIII
and the actions to maintain control through the reigns of Edward
VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I in the face of changes in society and
significant Tudor rebellions. You will also look in depth at the
struggles of the Emperor Charles V to stamp out the threat of
Lutheranism that divided Germany, whilst dealing with the fear of
invasion by the Ottoman Turks. You will investigate the economic,
political and social impact of religious changes in England and
Europe.

Assessment is 80% by examination and 20% by coursework, which
is written in the second year.

History (Oppression & Equality)
A Level
This course offers students the opportunity to study the
experience of people in the USA and South Africa and the impact
the government had on their lives along with the changing
fortunes of British imperialism.
In the first year you will study the ‘Search of the American Dream
1917-1996’, which considers the American presidency, from
Woodrow Wilson to Ronald Regan, the impact of the ‘Red Scares’,
Kennedy’s assassination and President Nixon and the Watergate
scandal. It explores society, including the anti-Vietnam protests,
Civil Rights and minority rights movements and growth in
consumerism and changes to popular culture and media. You will
also look in depth at ‘South Africa, 1948-1994, apartheid

The course offers students an opportunity to study Early Modern
History covering the Tudor monarchs, the German Reformation,
and the persecution of people during the witch crazes in Europe
and America.

In the second year you will study the witch craze in Britain, Europe
and North America, c1580-c1750, considering the reasons for belief
in witches and the nature of witchcraft accusations, as well as the
growth of scepticism due to scientific discoveries and frauds that
caused people to question long held fears. For coursework you will
research historical interpretations on whether Oliver Cromwell was
a military dictator.
Assessment is 80% by examination and 20% by coursework, which
is written in the second year.
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Martha
“The best thing about Esher is
its friendly and encouraging
environment.”
Previous school: Coombe Girls’ School
Year: 6.2
Subjects studying: History (Dictators and
Imperialists), French and Music
Extension study: Jazz Band (6.1) and
EPQ (6.2)
“At Esher I can take more of my learning into
my own hands, while knowing I have access to a
wide range of support when I need it. I regularly
use the LRC during free periods as it is a great
place to focus and get some work done.
The best thing about Esher is its friendly
and encouraging environment. Despite the
pandemic, I quickly got to know new people and
took up extra-curricular opportunities. Many of
these have been with the Music department,
who run several concerts. The teachers are
really supportive, and continue to motivate me
to push myself in all areas.
After Esher I hope to study Modern Languages
at Oxford University. I was given so much
help and encouragement with my application;
without this I wouldn’t have considered
applying.”

Scan me
to hear
more about
Martha’s Esher
experience
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Hasti
“I would say the highlights
of my time at Esher are the
teachers, in particular my
Tutor who I was able to speak
to if I ever needed anything. ”
Previous school: Grey Court School
Year: 6.2
Subjects Studying: Philosophy, Psychology,
English Literature
Extension study: Leadership (6.1) and
EPQ (6.2)
“I believe that being at Esher Sixth Form College
has really pushed me out of my comfort zone in
a positive way. The various opportunities that I
have been presented with at Esher have allowed
me to stretch myself further, thus enabling me
to develop my self-confidence. I would say the
highlights of my time at Esher are the teachers,
in particular my Tutor who I was able to speak to
if I ever needed anything.
In addition, being someone who enjoys
academic studies and activities, I have really
enjoyed going into the college library and
exploring the various resources that are
available for students, all of which have helped
me in my studies. Furthermore, I believe that
although college is characterised largely by
independent study, compared to secondary
school, my teachers are always available to help
if I need them and even set up a 1:1 session with
me to go through a particular topic I was unsure
about, which I found helpful.
Currently I am in my second year at Esher and
after my A Levels I would like to go on to study
Law at university.”
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Information Technology
BTEC National Extended Certificate
This course is equivalent to 1 A Level and focuses on four
particular areas.
One unit focuses on creating systems to manage information using
databases. You will learn about relational database management
systems, normalisation and SQL. You will get to grips with how
databases can be used to solve a range of problems and how
those solutions are tested. A second unit looks at how social
media are used in businesses. You will learn about social media
websites and their uses, how they are planned and designed, how
they gather and analyse data, and the issues and risks associated
with them. A third unit focuses on the development of websites:
the purpose and principles of website products, factors affecting
website performance, and tools and techniques, including the use
of HTML and CSS.
In addition, a fourth unit focuses on your overall understanding of
IT terminology, standards, concepts and processes, as well as your
ability to analyse, evaluate and justify IT solutions to problems.
Alongside an appropriate choice of other courses, this course
gives progression to university, as well as expertise and skills for
IT and for business more broadly. It develops the abilities to learn
independently, to research actively and methodically, to plan and
manage time, to organise files, and to be an active member of a
working group. All of these skills are valued by universities as well
as by employers.
The assessment on the course includes coursework and an
assignment completed under controlled conditions, with the fourth
unit being assessed by examination.

Mathematics A Level
A Level Mathematics builds on and extends GCSE knowledge
and skills and introduces new ideas, such as calculus and
its applications. It emphasises how mathematical ideas are
interconnected and how these ideas can be applied to model
situations mathematically.
There is a strong emphasis on logical reasoning and problem
solving and you will apply your mathematical knowledge and
understanding to solve challenging problems. Most of the course
involves using algebra and it covers topics such as trigonometry,
co-ordinate geometry, differentiation and integration (calculus),
and algebraic techniques and functions. All students study
statistics and mechanics. In statistics you learn to use probability

ideas to assess whether a set of data gives significant evidence of
something or could easily have occurred as a result of random
variation. Mechanics allows us to describe and make predictions
about how physical objects move and interact with each other,
involving ideas such as velocity, acceleration, force and mass which
are central to understanding how the world works.
The course assessment is entirely through examination. A Level
Mathematics prepares students for further study and employment
in a wide range of disciplines involving the use of mathematics,
including sciences, social sciences, engineering and business.

Mathematics with Further
Mathematics (2 A Levels in
Mathematics)
Further Mathematics is designed for students with an enthusiasm
for mathematics, many of whom will go on to degrees in
mathematics, engineering, the sciences and economics. This
counts as two subject choices and should be taken alongside two
other A levels. You will need to have achieved at least grade 7 in
GCSE Maths and 7s, 8s and 9s (A’s and A*s) more or less across the
board in your GCSEs. The pace and approach reflects this level of
prior achievement. Assessment is through examination only.
The qualification is both deeper and broader than A Level
Mathematics. As well as building on algebra and calculus
introduced in A Level Mathematics, the A Level Further
Mathematics core content introduces complex numbers and
matrices, fundamental mathematical ideas with wide applications
in mathematics, engineering, physical sciences and computing.
In addition, there will be further study of the applications
of mathematics to a deeper level than studied in A Level
Mathematics.
The additional work in pure maths makes it a good choice for
students with strong mathematical skills who are planning to
study mathematics, physics or engineering at university. For some
degree courses in Maths (or subjects based on Maths) at Oxford or
Cambridge and one or two other Russell Group universities, it is a
requirement.
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Media Studies A Level
Media Studies is a course designed to develop your critical
understanding of the vast array of interrelated industries that
make up the media. It is a varied and analytical course which will
require you to engage with a range of industries and texts
(media products). You will explore TV, advertising and marketing,
video games, radio, online media, newspapers, magazines and
music videos.
You will learn how media texts function and are constructed to
create meanings and promote values and ideas, particularly in
relation to different social groups. The course requires learners
to explore social, cultural, political and historical contexts and the
impact of these on the ways in which media texts are produced
and decoded by audiences. As part of this you will look at
independently-produced and older texts, as well as a range of
mainstream and contemporary products. You will look at the
fascinating workings of the various media sectors and debate
key questions, such as whether too few people hold too much
power in the industry. The course also makes use of a range of
relevant theoretical perspectives to enhance your understanding
and exploration of this exciting field of study. In doing so, you
will develop vital skills in analytical thinking, debate and written
communication.
The course also provides the opportunity to further demonstrate
your understanding through the planning and production of
your own media products, which could include: a print marketing
campaign for a new film; a music video; a selection of magazine
pages; a TV sequence; and online products. Through this process,
you will develop a range of technical and creative skills, plus an
invaluable insight into professional media practice.
Assessment is through a combination of two written exams (70%)
and a coursework portfolio (30%).

Music A Level
This qualification is for any musician who wants to develop
their musical knowledge and understanding through improving
performing, composing and appraising skills. In the first year,
listening and analysis skills are developed through the study
of a wide range of music, including vocal music, film music,
instrumental music, popular music and jazz, fusions, and new
directions in 20th and 21st century music.
Opportunities for performance take place regularly inside college
and in public. You must be prepared to play as a soloist from
a score. You will study different styles of musical composition,
including popular styles, and compose two original pieces of music.
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In the second year you continue to build on your performing,
composing and analysing skills, extending your technical
knowledge.
Minimum Grade 5 (ideally grade 6) standard performance is
required and if you have not taken formal examinations you will
be auditioned, for which you should prepare an appropriate piece.
Music theory skills and music literacy skills are essential. If you have
not passed Grade 5 Theory you will be prepared for the ABRSM
external exam in the first year. There is also an expectation that
you will take a music Extension Studies course to enhance your
skills and experience further.
A Level assessment comprises 30% recital performance, 30%
composition and compositional techniques, and 40% a written and
listening exam.

Music Technology
BTEC National Subsidiary Diploma
This BTEC course offers a practical approach to the study of current
trends in music technology and is equivalent to 1 A Level. It
prepares students for work in the music industry in a wide range of
fields, from producing, editing, recording and sound engineering to
journalism, promotion, performance, production and marketing,
and can be used to access courses at universities across the
country.
This course encourages you to develop your skills and deepen your
knowledge in an appropriate, work-related context, and provides
the opportunity to showcase a portfolio of evidence for your
application to enter higher education or employment.
On the course, you will study DAW Production and Studio
Recording Techniques as mandatory units, and optional units that
may include Live Sound; Studio Design and Acoustics; working
within a Production Team; and Recording, Editing, Mixing and
Mastering techniques. All teaching takes place in our specialist
music building using the latest Apple Macs running Logic Pro X, and
using two recording studio spaces with digital equipment, including
an Audio SP mixing desk.
This qualification takes a unit-by-unit approach and offers a
combination of assessment styles. Students will study units which
are wholly assessed through internally marked coursework.
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Dylan
“The materials available on the
College Portal are fantastic,
such as the recorded lessons in
Physics which mean if you don’t
understand something in class,
you can have it explained to
you again by a teacher’s video
recording. ”
Previous school: Hampton High
Year: 6.2
Subjects studying: Maths, Further Maths,
Physics and Chemistry
Extension study: Men’s football (6.1 and 6.2)
“Throughout my time at Esher, I have learnt how
to manage my time effectively by using the free
periods to work on homework and classwork.
The LRC is a great place to work independently,
or with your friends, to complete work when you
don’t have lessons. Every teacher puts in huge
amounts of effort to ensure you have all the
resources you need to achieve your potential.
The materials available on the College Portal are
fantastic, such as the recorded lessons in Physics
which mean if you don’t understand something
in class, you can have it explained to you again
by a teacher’s video recording. Every subject I do
run clinics at lunchtimes and after college, where
you ask for help if you get stuck on a question.
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed playing college football,
as it has allowed me to play at a high standard,
which has helped me improve as a footballer.
Whilst it’s important to have a deserved break
after GCSE’s, I would advise people studying
subjects like mine to make sure you keep up to
date with your GCSE knowledge, as A Levels are
a step up from your previous studies.”
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Performing Arts
BTEC National Foundation Diploma
Offering a nationally recognised vocational qualification, equivalent
to 1.5 A Levels, this course provides the opportunity to develop
and build on existing skills in the performing arts as relevant to the
industry, higher education and employers.
The course consists of studying practitioners and their work in
various disciplines, including musical theatre. Students will develop
skills and techniques for solo and group performance work, as well
as having the opportunity to manage projects. They will also build
an appreciation of the performing arts industry and consider their
future role within it.
Practical workshops and working with professional companies, such
as Frantic Assembly and Sleeping Trees, are important elements
of this course, building both confidence and skills for progression.
Students will explore performance styles such as musical theatre
and physical theatre while creating performance material to
perform to an audience. There are several theatre trips each year
and the chance to join a workshop, to learn repertoire from a West
End musical, at Pineapple Studios.
An enthusiasm for and commitment to rehearsing, and working
with others, is essential.
There are two modules covering four assessment units which are
internally assessed and then verified by a standards verifier. There
is no external assessment and there are no written exams.

Philosophy A Level
In the first year you will be introduced to common philosophical
issues and the ways in which philosophers debate them. You will
be introduced to philosophical concepts and how to formulate and
assess philosophical arguments. You will study two compulsory
units on Epistemology and Ethics. These units include questions
such as: Can we know important truths about the world without
experiencing it? How do we know we are not in the Matrix? How do
we know what is right? Can torture ever be justified? Should we be
vegetarians?
In the second year you will study two compulsory units: Philosophy
of Religion and Philosophy of Mind. These include questions such as:
Does God exist? Is His existence compatible with evil in the world?
What is the relationship between the mental and the physical? Is a
mental state the same as a brain state?
Assessment is by written examination only.
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Photography A Level
During your first year of Photography we work with you to
develop your camera, Photoshop and lighting skills. You will be
expected to complete a shoot a week for homework, which will
reinforce the technical skills you learn in the classroom. You will
shoot a wide variety of photographic genres from fashion to
documentary, and landscape to portraiture, informed by a variety
of photographers. The emphasis in the first year is on building your
photographic skills, to ensure, whether or not you have previously
studied Photography, that you are able to take full advantage
of your creative ideas. The course requires a positive work ethic
and organised approach to keep up with the weekly shoot
assignments.
In the second year you will build upon, and further explore the
skills you have learnt in Year 1. With one-to-one guidance and
regular peer assessment sessions, we will help to nurture your
ideas and you will be encouraged to explore your chosen style
independently. We will look closely at the relationship between
films, art, music and photography. Alongside your practical
photography you will produce a 1500-word essay, which is an
integral part of coursework in the second year and will contribute
to your final grade.
Assessment is by coursework (60%) completed throughout the
first and second years, and a controlled assessment (40%) at the
end of the second year. Both will include a series of sketchbooks
containing images and written analyses.

Physical Education A Level
This course comprises a combination of theoretical and practical
work. During the two years, you will study seven main theoretical
areas: applied anatomy and physiology; exercise physiology;
biomechanics; skill acquisition; sports psychology; sport and society;
and contemporary issues in physical activity and sport. In addition,
you will select one practical option in which to be assessed, from
a range of activities. You must be competing regularly within your
chosen sport throughout your two years of study. You are also
required to make a verbal evaluation of a performer, whose activity
will normally be the same as your own chosen practically assessed
activity. This will include a detailed action plan of ways in which the
performer can improve, and the application of the theory you have
studied to the performance of the individual you are evaluating.
The study of A Level PE is an excellent grounding for a career in
the sports industry, and a good number of students go on to study
the subject at university in a variety of disciplines, including sport
and exercise science, exercise physiology, sport psychology, sports
coaching and teaching.
A Level PE is assessed through three examinations (70%), practical
assessment in one activity (15%) and a verbal interview (15%).
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Physics A Level
Physics is an exciting subject in which you will be encouraged
to develop a deep understanding of many aspects of the
physical world in which we live. It leads to careers in Physics and
Engineering and is particularly valued in any profession where
reasoning and problem solving are important qualities.

opportunity to develop an understanding of contemporary
international relations. You will explore themes and processes
such as globalisation, climate change, human rights, poverty
and development. The course also examines the main theories
of international relations as well as the roles and significance of
institutions such as the UN, G-7/20, NATO, the IMF, World Bank,
the WTO, the EU and other regional organisations.

In the first year you study Particles, Quantum Phenomena and
Electricity along with Mechanics, Materials and Waves. As well as
building on your GCSE knowledge, you will be introduced to new
ideas, such as evidence that light behaves both as a particle and as
a wave, as well as new particles such as Hadrons, Baryons, Leptons
and Antiparticles.

Assessment is by written examination. You will sit three equally
weighted (33.3%) examinations of two hours each. The exam
papers include mostly essay questions, such as source-based
questions, extended essays, and a few shorter questions. The skills
that are assessed in the papers are analysis, evaluation and
essay writing.

In the second year you study Fields and further Mechanics along
with Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and an optional topic.
The Astro-Physics option is taught to students and all students
are welcome to join the astronomy club using the College’s
observatory to make their own observations in the evenings. There
is also an option to self-study the options in Engineering Physics,
Turning Points in Physics, Medical Physics, or Electronics.
The course is heavily mathematical and almost all routes forward
with Physics require A Level Mathematics. For these reasons, we
ask that all Physics students study A Level Mathematics as well.
The specification will be assessed through three exam papers
of two hours each at the end of the course. You will also carry
out 12 ‘core’ practicals throughout the course, which leads to the
awarding of the practical endorsement.

Politics A Level
The Politics A Level course offers an in-depth assessment of
UK politics, the main political ideologies and the structures of
international relations (Global Politics). Students will have a
unique opportunity to study a dynamic subject that examines
the relevance of political theories to current affairs and ongoing
developments in UK and global politics.
UK Politics is typically taught in the first year and it provides
an understanding of British politics. It includes topics such as
democracy and participation, human rights, political parties, voting
systems, voting behaviour and media influence. It also covers the
constitution, Parliament, and Prime Minister, in addition to the
Supreme Court and the relationships between the three branches
of government and the influence of the EU.
Four key political ideologies will be introduced and evaluated:
conservativism; liberalism; socialism; and anarchism. Global
Politics is covered in the second year and it will give you an

Psychology A Level
Psychology is the scientific study of human behaviour. You will learn
a range of theories, both biological and psychological, that have
been put forward to explain various aspects of human behaviour, as
well as relevant research studies.
The first year begins with an introduction to the key approaches,
progressing on to the study of selected topics from developmental,
social, cognitive and abnormal psychology. For example, you
will study Memory, where you will consider models of memory,
explanations for forgetting and factors affecting the accuracy of
eyewitness testimony. You will also learn about Attachment, where
you will explore the importance of caregiver-infant interactions in
social development, and Psychopathology, where you will study
explanations and treatments for depression, phobias and OCD. In
the Social Influence topic, you will examine factors that can affect
levels of conformity and obedience, with reference to key studies
conducted by Milgram and Zimbardo. Alongside these topics,
you will consider the various research methods and statistical
techniques psychologists use to collect and analyse data.
In the second year you will study Biopsychology, learning about
localisation of brain function, the structure and function of the
nervous and endocrine system, brain plasticity (including the brain’s
ability to recover from trauma), and biological rhythms. In addition,
you will explore other aspects of behaviour such as Gender, Stress
and Addiction. There is further study of Research Methods, including
the use of non-parametric and parametric inferential statistical tests.
There is an emphasis throughout the course on issues and
debates in psychology, for example, nature vs. nurture, free will vs.
determinism and gender bias.
Assessment is through written examinations only.
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Sociology A Level
This course aims to give you an understanding of some of
the issues affecting modern British society. Sociology is the
study of human society, social relationships and institutions
within it. Students who are interested in Sociology will
already have an interest in the way society is organised and
should be keen to debate different approaches to this. They
should also have an interest in current affairs, reading/
watching relevant documentaries, news articles and reports
about contemporary society.
Undertaking Sociology at A Level includes studying in the
first year: ‘Families and Households’, looking at the role
of the family for society and how family structures have
changed in contemporary society; and ‘Beliefs in Society’,
which focuses on the reasons why people join religious
organisations, the role religion plays in society and what is
happening to this in a contemporary, globalised society.
In the second year you cover: ‘The Education System’,
including the impact of policies and changes on the
achievement of students of different social groups; and
‘Crime and Deviance’, looking at why people commit crime,
crime statistics, and sociological explanations for crime.
The Sociology A Level course also includes the
contemporary issue of the impact of globalisation on
society, including globalisation’s impact on the family,
beliefs, education and crime. Sociology’s purpose of
understanding how human action and thinking both
shape and are shaped by surrounding cultural and social
structures unifies the study of these diverse subjects. You
will also study the techniques and methods that sociologists
use in order to conduct their research, and sociological
theories that seek to explain and understand the nature
and development of contemporary Britain.
Assessment is by written examination only, with a focus on
developed essay responses.
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Spanish A Level
This course aims to give you a thorough understanding of the
Spanish language, developing skills in reading and listening
comprehension, translation, essay writing, oral skills and
grammar. It also aims to foster an appreciation of Spanish
speaking culture. In the first year the topics studied are the
changing nature of families, the workplace, the impact of
tourism, music and media, festivals and tradition. We will
also be studying a Spanish-language film, ‘La Lengua de las
Mariposas’ (‘Butterfly’s Tongue’). The course will be taught via
a range of media, including online materials, current affairs
reports, and TV/ film clips. Learning of grammar and vocabulary
will be integral to the course.
The second year builds on and expands skills covered in
the first year, extending the topics to cover immigration and
multiculturalism, and Spain under Franco. We will also be
studying a literary text, ‘La Casa de Bernarda Alba’ by Federico
Garcia Lorca. You will be further developing your translation
and comprehension skills and keeping up to date with Spanishlanguage current affairs. In both years, weekly oral sessions
with our native speaker language assistant are mandatory to
prepare you for the oral examination.
Assessment for each year is by written examination (70%),
covering listening, reading and writing, and an oral
examination (30%).

Sports Coaching and Development
BTEC National Extended Certificate
This course is designed to develop both knowledge and
practical skills in the field of sports coaching and the leisure/
fitness industry. Examples of the units studied over the
two years include, Careers in the Sport and Active Leisure
Industry, Health, Wellbeing and Sport; Developing Coaching
Skills. Learning is based on theoretical and practical sessions
which link current theoretical concepts to applied settings.
Students will engage in class-based activities, participate in
practical activity, lead coaching sessions, conduct individual
and group research, and learn from visiting speakers and
personal experiences.
Assessment over the two years consists of 100% coursework,
including written assignments, presentations, practical
assessments and work experience. The Extended Certificate
in Sports Coaching is a two-year course equivalent to
1 A Level.
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Sports Coaching and Development
BTEC National Diploma
This course is designed to develop both knowledge and practical
skills in the field of sports coaching and the leisure/fitness industry.
Examples of the units studied over the two years include, Careers
in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry; Health, Wellbeing and
Sport, Developing/Applied Coaching Skills, Sport Development,
Self-employment in Sport and Physical Activity, Applied Coaching
Skills, and Anatomy and Physiology. Learning is based on
theoretical and practical sessions which link current theoretical
concepts to applied settings. Students will engage in class-based
activities, participation in practical activity, leading coaching
sessions, individual and group research, visiting speakers, personal
experiences.
As the course accounts for two thirds of the study programme,
students should have a significant interest in the study of sport and
be strongly considering future progression opportunities within
this field. The diploma will incorporate some mandatory work
experience within the field of sports coaching and development,
which will support students in their understanding of future career
pathways.
Assessment over the two years is 100% coursework, which consists
of written assignments, presentations, practical assessments
and work experience. The Diploma in Sports Coaching and
Development is a two-year course equivalent to 2 A Levels.

GCSE and equivalent courses
GCSE courses are studied over one year and are available to those
students who wish to improve on the grade that they achieved at
school. Students who have not achieved at least a grade 4 at GCSE in
English or Mathematics will re-take this at Esher Sixth Form College.

English Language GCSE
If you achieved lower than a grade 4 in your GCSE English
Language you will need to continue to study GCSE English
Language at Esher Sixth Form College. You will develop your
reading and analysis skills by evaluating texts critically and
exploring how writers use language and structure to achieve
effects on readers. You will explore both fiction and non-fiction.
You will also build on your writing skills, including narrative writing
and writing to present a viewpoint, as well as working on your
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technical accuracy. Your progress will be monitored throughout
the course and assessment is by two written examinations and a
spoken language endorsement, a 10-minute oral presentation.

Mathematics GCSE
If you achieved lower than a grade 4 in your GCSE Maths you will
need to continue working towards a Maths qualification whilst
you are at Esher Sixth Form College. This will usually be the GCSE
Maths course where you revise the course for one year and retake
the exams at the end of the year. For those students who find
Maths particularly challenging, we usually also offer an alternative
Maths qualification to the GCSE programme.

Biology GCSE
This course will be suitable for those who wish to progress on
to primary teaching, nursing, sports science, child care and
psychology at university but who have not passed a GCSE in a
science at school. A GCSE in a science is sometimes required for
other subjects or careers, and students who do not have a science
GCSE at grade 4 or above should consider taking this course.
Topics covered will include cell biology, infection, inheritance,
variation and evolution. The qualification will be assessed entirely
through written examination, although practical work will feature
heavily in teaching and learning.
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OUR
FACILITIES
Another great thing about studying at Esher is our
on-site facilities.
Our latest projects include a brand new purpose built Study Centre
and a Dance Studio with breakout rooms for smaller groups. Both
of our new buildings will be ready for September 2022.
In 2020, we opened our new £2million Sociology block with three
new classrooms and adding an extra 190sqm of seating in our café.
Around campus there are many green spaces for quiet study or
to relax with friends, while our playing fields include a new 3G allweather, floodlit, full-size football pitch, a full size rugby pitch and a
grass nine-a-side football pitch as well as newly refurbished netball
and tennis courts.
In the classroom, we have specialist, state-of-the-art facilities for
every subject. These include:

IT Services

• Specialist Music building, with two
recording studios, six practice rooms
and a suite of Macs running
Logic Pro X

Enjoy access to our progressive IT
support facilities with everything
you need at your fingertips for study
at home or in college.

• Observatory, with four telescopes,
used by our Astronomy Club

• Extensive Information Learning Technology:
all students have access to high-speed WIFI
throughout the College and Microsoft 365.

• Media and Photography Studio
• College Theatre
• Student Gym
• Sports Hall
• Costa Coffee concessions

• 1100+ desktops and laptops on campus
running Windows 10 and the Microsoft
365 Apps
• Specialist software, such as Adobe Creative
Cloud suite (Photoshop, Premiere, After
Effects, Illustrator etc), SOLIDWORKS, Logic
Pro X, Sibelius and Microsoft Visual Studio.
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“The facilities in the LRCs are a massive help in expanding my subject knowledge,
as well as completing set homework tasks.”
Maia, 6.1 student

The Learning Resource Centres

Meet Jo Canessa,
Librarian and Head
of The Learning
Resource Centres

Our two Learning Resource Centres (LRC1
and LRC2) provide the perfect environment to
support independent study and research.
LRC1 is located in the red zone on the ground floor, and
houses an extensive library of 25,000+ books, as well as
journals and magazines and 116 PCs available for quiet and
silent individual study. LRC2 is located in the green zone with
42 PCs and larger study tables for group study.

“As an Academic Library
we have, of course, evolved with the times.
While the physical library remains at the
heart of the College for study and research,
our digital collections have greatly increased.
This means that our students can tap into
our virtual library wherever they need it. On
campus, students can access a wide range
of information as well as all the services we
provide, including a team of friendly Library
Assistants ready to help with any query.
Whether it’s accessing our comprehensive
e-resources and subscription databases,
grabbing a textbook for private study or a copy
of a latest fiction best seller, we are here to help
and can support you in developing the skills
you need to carry out independent research
effectively.”

Did you know:
• LRC1 has a well-stocked Stationery Shop.
•Y
 ou can borrow headphones, cameras and
more from our Equipment Loan Store.
•S
 tudents can use our photocopiers and
other reprographic resources.
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SUPPORTING
YOUR NEEDS
Meet Nick Levy,
Learning Support
Manager
“Our goal at Esher is to ensure that
all students feel enabled to reach
their targets and meet their goals.
I am so proud to lead the Learning
Support provision here and we have an
experienced team who are able to work
with flexibility in meeting student needs.
We can turn our hand to a wide variety
of individualised different strategies and
techniques related to the study skills
field, and are able to provide specialist
assessment to students for exam access
arrangements. We can also liaise with
subject staff.
All of us working in Student Services
(Nurse, Mental Health Advisor and
Director of Safeguarding and EDI) work
in close liaison and we feel our methods
can assist with the many different
reasons our students may need support
at different spells during their time with
us. Learning Support is just one way we
support students at Esher!”
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Learning Support
Our Learning Support team works with subject teachers to
ensure that the individual learning needs of all students are
identified and met. Based in our brand new purpose built
Study Centre, the team offer a relaxing environment where
students can drop in for a brief chat or book a 1-2-1 study
support session. Our team also deliver weekly, timetabled
study skills sessions helping students to bridge the gap
between GCSE and A Level working. The classes cover key
study skills such as note-taking, essay writing, planning and
organisation and management of coursework.
Support for students with Special Educational Needs/Disability
(SEND) includes support for students with additional needs,
such as Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Autistic Spectrum Disorders
(ASDs), Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD/ADHD), physical and
sensory disabilities and other mental health diagnoses.
Where appropriate, and subject to the timely disclosure of
need, we will ensure that examination access arrangements
are investigated.
If you have a specific learning difficulty and/or disability, please
let us know either on your application form or at enrolment.

EHCPs
Transition from a school to a college environment requires
additional support for some students. Local Authority
Consultation is undertaken to plan support for students with
Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs).

Student Health and Wellbeing
The College recognises that mental health and wellbeing is of
paramount importance and we have a team of staff dedicated
to promoting and supporting mental health. We provide a
supportive, inclusive environment and the College is proactive
in its approach. Our online ‘Health and Wellbeing’ web presence
helps to signpost students and parents to internal and external
support services, which are available both online and in person.
Our College Nurse Service means we have a professional
nurse on site every day to ensure all students’ health needs
are supported throughout their time at Esher. Whether it is a

Learning Support
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physical or mental health need, students can speak to the nurse
about any concern they may have. The nurse works closely with
external services, such as CAMHS and other service providers, to
ensure that all available College support is being utilised.
We also have trained counsellors on site, who are available
to give individual help to students with work-related or
personal concerns. Students can also access an online anxiety
management course that we have designed specifically for the
16-19 age group.
We actively encourage students to disclose any concerns at the
earliest opportunity, so that we are able to provide appropriate
support.

Student Finance
The bursary fund provides financial support for students from
low-income families and is assessed against eligibility criteria.
Free meals are also available for eligible students, who are
allocated a credit per day to spend in College. Full details of
student finance arrangements are available on the Esher Sixth
Form College website.
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SUPPORTING
YOUR SUCCESS
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“We are ambitious for all students’ learning and believe the
foundations of success are built on the pastoral system. Over your
two years at Esher, your tutor, teachers and Tutor Team Leader
(TTL) will provide constant support and monitoring to ensure you
maximise your potential.”
Declan Mason, Director of Student Development and Behaviour

Your Start at Esher

Progress Review

We believe helping you settle into a new College environment
and a new way of working is key to your success here at Esher.
That’s why our induction programme is specifically designed to
get you off to a flying start.

Your progress is centrally monitored through our Progress
Review system. Over your two years at Esher, six Progress
Review reports will be sent home, via email, which include
information on effort and attendance, as well as progress in
relation to your minimum grade. You will have the opportunity
to discuss and identify strategies for further improvement with
both your subject teachers and your tutor.

‘Your Start At Esher’ takes place before teaching begins to
ensure new relationships are swiftly established. Organised
by tutor group, there will be activities to help get to know one
another and help you find your way around, besides learning
about our values and essential College procedures. You will also
get an opportunity for an extended one-to-one with your new
tutor. Finally, initial assignments for each of your chosen subjects
will be introduced.
These sessions are a great way to find your feet before
lessons start.

Your Tutor Group
Your personal tutor will most likely be a teacher in one of
your chosen subjects. They will take a close interest in your
academic progress and welfare in order to help you have a
successful time at Esher. You will have a scheduled group tutor
meeting every week and if you have any problems, they will
be your first port of call to help you sort things out. They will
also support your university application or help you get advice
about applying for a job after you leave Esher.
Your parents/guardians will have the opportunity to meet your
personal tutor during your first half term at the College.

Your Personal Development
Programme
Your tutor also delivers the Personal Development
Programme, known as a PDP. These are timetabled sessions
with your tutor group, specifically designed to help you
succeed not only in your studies but also in your personal
growth, so you can make appropriate and informed decisions
about your future.
In your first term, the emphasis is on a smooth transition
to college life, making new friendships and ‘learning to
learn’ at sixth form level. For the rest of the year, your PDP
sessions will focus on a variety of key issues relevant to young
adults relating to your personal development, welfare and
progression after Esher.
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ESHER AND
BEYOND
From choosing the
right subjects at
enrolment, through
to those big decisions
about university,
apprenticeships, gap
years or employment
– our experienced
team of Careers and
Progression Guidance
professionals have got
it covered.

Did you know?
• Up to 90% of Esher students
progress to Higher Education
including Art Foundation.
• Esher students gain more
1ST class and 2:1 degrees than
state and independent
providers (HESA).

Degree
outcomes
for former
Esher 2020/21
graduates HESA

DEGREE CLASSIFICATION

1ST or 2:1

Esher Sixth Form College

92.1%

Sixth Form Colleges

85.4%

All State Schools

84.9%

Independent Schools

91.6%

www.esher.ac.uk | Esher And Beyond

Plannning for the Future
Our Progression Guidance department has a dedicated
programme of events and activities to help students make
informed choices about their future. There are also events for
parents and carers to find out about the opportunities available
to students and how they can best support their young people.
Whether it’s help with Unifrog, a comprehensive online platform
for choosing further education courses and apprenticeships, help
with your CV or finding a work placement – our expert team is
there to help. You can request an individual interview at any time
either with one of the team or our independent careers advisor.
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• A
 fter Esher Day – offers two options for 6.1 students. For those
thinking about university, there is help with completing your
UCAS application. While for students seeking employment
or an apprenticeship, we offer a complete mock assessment
centre exercise.
• C
 V and Personal Statement Writing Workshops - expert advice
on how to create the right impression from the start.

Just some of our progression initiatives include:
• C
 areer lunches and subject seminars – throughout the year
invited speakers come and share their career stories and
inform students about careers and university degree courses.
• R
 egular Progression Bulletins – detailing latest career advice,
university open days and part time job opportunities.
• G
 ap Year Fair – students can explore the many opportunities
available from companies and charities.
• H
 igher Education Day – unique to Esher Sixth Form College,
this event invites representatives from more than 90
universities. In the morning there is a programme of specialist
subject seminars followed by a carousel of activities, including
a visit to the HE Fair and advice on how to choose a university
and course. In the evening, we invite students and parents to
discuss HE options further with college and university speakers
about the application process.
• E
 mployment Seekers and Apprenticeships Information
Evening - with presentations from external speakers.
• T
 he Internship – a virtual 3-day work experience opportunity
with input from leading industry speakers.

Meet Nicola
Wilberforce, Director
of Progression
Guidance
“Careers education is rising up the government’s
agenda. The publication of eight ‘Gatsby
benchmarks’ for good careers education and
guidance has given this vital area a new focus.
As a result, we now have many well-established
initiatives including Career Lunches, subject
seminars, our Gap Year Fair and The Internship.
Thanks to the success of our annual Higher
Education Day, we have well-established
contacts at the majority of British universities
so we can give students the best advice possible.
All our students are entitled to receive impartial
advice, and it’s key we equip them with the right
information, skills and experiences for their next
steps into the ever-changing world of work.”
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STUDENT
DESTINATIONS
At Esher Sixth Form College, students progress beyond
expectation with up to 90% going onto higher education.

4/8

Here’s our Top 10 University Destinations of 2021 (UCAS):

7

1) Nottingham Trent University

1/5

2) University of Bristol
3) University of Sussex
4) University of Manchester
5) University of Nottingham

2

6) Bournemouth University
7) University of Leeds

6

8) Manchester Metropolitan University
9) University of Portsmouth

10
9

3

10) University of Surrey
Sutton Trust 30 2021
40.8% of Esher students went to the 30
most highly selective British universities,
which include those in the Russell Group*.
These are:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)

University of Bath
University of Birmingham*
University of Bristol*
University of Cambridge*
Cardiff University*
University of Durham*
University of Edinburgh*
University of Exeter*
University of Glasgow*
Imperial College London*
King’s College London*

12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)

Lancaster University
University of Leeds*
University of Leicester
University of Liverpool*
London School of Economics*
University of Manchester*
Newcastle University*
University of Nottingham*
University of Oxford*
University of Reading
Royal Holloway,
University of London
23) University of Sheffield*
24) University of Southampton*
25) University of St Andrews

26)
27)
28)
29)
30)

University of Strathclyde
University of Surrey
University College London*
University of Warwick*
University of York*

APPRENTICESHIPS
An increasing number of Esher students
also went on to Apprenticeships with
companies, including National Physical
Laboratory, Vodaphone, Cosmopolitan
Magazine, Newsquest Media Group and
Mole Valley District Council.

www.esher.ac.uk | Student Destinations And Esher Alumni
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Esher Alumni
After Esher, relationships with former students
continue long after the classroom. Former students
from all walks of life are invited to return to the College
to share their experiences. We are very fortunate to
have a plethora of doctors, actors, designers, dancers
and journalists – to name but a few - who return each
year to give invaluable insight on their chosen career
pathways.
The Esher Alumni programme also aims to build
long-lasting business connections with successful
former students, who in turn create more work
experience opportunities for the current cohort.

“I have some incredible memories from Esher.
From Volunteering Abroad in India to Biology
field trips in Dorking. My teachers and the
class dynamics, especially in my second year,
encouraged me to be curious in deconstructing
problems. It taught me a meticulous and
thorough approach to learning.”
Mabel Baxter Dalrymple (Year of 2016),
PHD research student at King’s
College London

“I found Esher a breath of fresh air. My English teacher,
Sue, had a passion and genuine love of the subject. The
time I spent in her classroom led me to study the subject
at Cambridge.”
Victoria Germanova (Year of 2013), Director of Industry
Solutions at RELAYTO

“Esher was the best of both
worlds: a traditional college
and a school environment. The
classes felt quite small in size,
which allowed the teachers to
get to know you and played a
vital part in my development.”
Luis Ngugi (Year of 2013),
Trainee Solicitor at Baron
Grey Solicitors

“My tutor, Jayne, and Media teacher,
Lucy, showed me that it was better to
be at the bottom of one ladder you
want to climb, rather than half way
up one you don’t. That stays with me.
It helped me decide early on that an
apprenticeship, rather than university,
was right for me.”
Freddie Brown (Year of 2018),
Producer at MediaCom
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AIMING HIGH
Subject-based Support

Creative Excellence

Designed to excite your curiosity, deepen your thinking and
broaden your knowledge – high-achieving students have the
opportunity to work on more demanding issues and problems.
Extension activities are available as a matter of course, and
feedback on assignments is tailored to help you understand
what is needed to attain the very highest marks.

Many students come to Esher with a creative talent and a passion
to perform at the highest level. We seek to cultivate these talents
and help students flourish. Within the creative arts departments,
our staff have strong links with industry and often either come
from industry backgrounds or are current practitioners in their
field. This means they can offer students invaluable insights and
guidance, rooted in real life experience. High achieving students
are encouraged to take our Creative Arts Portfolio course as their
extension study choice, which aims to support students applying
for specialist university programmes. We also offer College Band,
Choir and College Production options for students to practise
their craft. Drama, Music, Performance and Dance students
are offered support in preparing for auditions at prestigious
institutions including, RADA, MANDA and top conservatoires.

All departments provide enrichment and extracurricular
activities. Here are just a few examples:
•C
 hemistry – participation in the Cambridge Chemistry
Challenge.
•M
 aths – entry into the UK Mathematics Trust Challenge.
•S
 TEM research – research placements through the Surrey
Science and Technology Regional Organisation and the
opportunity to undertake a college-based research project to
achieve a CREST Award.
•B
 iology – be challenged by taking part in Year 12 and 13
Biology Olympiads.
•P
 olitics – regular opportunities to hear and question
serving MPs.
•D
 egree support - specific aptitude tests for some degrees
including, LNAT (Law National Aptitude Test), TSA (Thinking
Skills Assessment) and STEP (Sixth Term Examination Paper).
•H
 istory and English – visiting speakers and authors.
•S
 port – work with industry professionals to gain insights into
the life of professional athletes.
•A
 rt – partnership with the University for the Creative Arts
provides access to specific advice about specialist university
course and art foundation applications.

“The dance department inspired me with their
passion for analysing dance pieces and shows.
They encouraged me to go beyond the surface
of choreographies.”
Eli, dance graduate from the Institute of the
Arts, Barcelona

Esher Extend
Whatever your particular aptitude or academic ambitions, there
are a range of programmes at Esher Sixth Form College to
support high-achieving students develop their talents to the full.

www.esher.ac.uk | Aiming High

High Achievers’ Programme
One such opportunity is the High Achievers’ Programme, which
is dedicated to providing high-achieving students with a wide
range of enrichment opportunities and individual guidance and
encouragement to ensure they reach their full potential.
This two-year programme aims to improve the confidence, study
habits and ambition of our highest achieving students. It helps
them to reach the top by offering a wide range of enrichment
activities and developing their confidence to make the most of
these opportunities.
The students on this programme will meet regularly as a group
and access support such as:
• Information on university visits, conferences and programmes
and Summer Schools.
•T
 he opportunity to hear external speakers, including Esher
Sixth Form College Alumni.
•E
 arly Higher Education preparation and Work Experience
Guidance.
•S
 upport for specific aptitude tests for some degrees, including
LNAT (Law National Aptitude Test, TSA (Thinking Skills
Assessment), and STEP (Sixth Term Examination Paper).
•E
 ncouragement to enter relevant academic competitions.
•T
 he opportunity to work with a PhD student in The Brilliant
Club’s - Scholars Programme.
•A
 ssistance to set up and run a student-led subject group.
•A
 dvice on developing the skills and mindset to achieve A*s and
Distinctions.
The students will also meet in smaller groups and have
one-to-one mentoring. They will receive guidance and support
to choose, and make the most of, the most appropriate activities
for them to achieve ambitious progression from Esher Sixth
Form College.
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“The sessions really helped me to become more
confident and have meaningful conversations
with likeminded people who I had never met
before, which was fun”
Megan, 6.1 student
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AIMING HIGH
There are a number of related programmes that come
under the umbrella of ‘Esher Extend’:

Oxbridge Programme
We have a successful Oxbridge Programme, which actively
encourages academically-suited students to think about applying
to Oxford or Cambridge, including many students who hadn’t
even considered this as an option.
Run by our designated Oxbridge Co-ordinators, we help students
attend Oxbridge Application conferences and taster events as
well as inviting outreach officers, key staff and former students
from both universities to the college to share their experiences.
Oxbridge applicants also have a weekly session to guide them
through the Oxbridge process and help prepare them for
interviews. Our teaching staff have substantial experience in
supporting students preparing for the specialist tests, which are
required for a number of specific subjects.

“I’m thrilled with my results. Not only do I have
my teachers to thank for my grades, but also for
motivating me to apply to Oxford in the
first place.”
Ben, studying English at Oxford University.

Medicine, Veterinary and Dental
Programme
If you are thinking about becoming a doctor, dentist or vet, we
offer a wide range of specialist support to help you apply for
these competitive courses.
Applicants can attend preparation and practice sessions for
the University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT) and BioMedical
Admissions Test (BMAT) both within the College and from
commercial or charitable providers. We also have a wellestablished Community Volunteering Programme and students
have weekly sessions to help them prepare with mock interviews
and MMIs (Multiple Mini Interviews) as well as mentoring from
former Esher Sixth Form College students who are already
studying or practising in these fields. In addition, you will have
the opportunity to join our student-run MedSoc which meets
regularly to discuss topical medical and ethical issues.

“At Esher I was offered priority support for
writing my personal statement. The ‘mock
interviews’ allowed me to understand what to
expect and improve my interview technique in
a stress-free environment.”
Sarah, studying Veterinary Science at University
of Surrey.

www.esher.ac.uk | Aiming High

Roll of Sporting Excellence (ROSE)
Programme
In collaboration with the Sport and Exercise Science
Department at King’s College London, the ROSE programme
combines both sporting and academic support to help
students develop as athletes whilst managing their
academic studies. ROSE participants have the opportunity
to meet a range of sporting professionals and experts,
attending a series of workshops on everything from sports
nutrition to sports psychology. There is also an opportunity
to undergo physiological testing using a range of top-quality
equipment at King’s College.

“The ROSE workshops supported my
training as I was able to get advice about
universities, principles of training, diet and
nutrition, injury prevention and recovery.
This really helped supplement my training.”
Evelyna, international rower for Team GB
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LEARNING TO LEARN
Studying for Success at Esher Sixth
Form College

We recognise that to be successful in your sixth form
studies and beyond, you will need a high level of both
knowledge and skills. Throughout your two years at
Esher Sixth Form College you will receive well-coordinated
support to ensure that you develop the necessary skills
and attitudes to learn effectively and efficiently to help
you progress.
Many students find it a big step up from GCSEs to A Level and/
or BTEC qualifications, so right from the beginning of your time
with us, we will work with you to develop the skills you will need
to make the transition successful. Your tutor and teachers will
help you to identify the differences between school and college
and to adapt your study habits to succeed on our higher-level
courses. One of the biggest differences you will find is the
amount of study you will do outside the classroom. This will
increase during your two years at the College, but don’t worry,
we give you a good deal of help and support to develop the skills
and mindset you will need for this. One of the reasons that, on
average, Esher Sixth Form College students are awarded much
better university degrees than the national average, is because
they leave us with such well-developed independent study skills.
Throughout each year, your tutor will lead you through a
Personal Development Programme which will address particular
skills at the appropriate time of the year. For example, before
your exams you will look at revision and exam techniques, plus
how to minimise exam stress. When you get your mock exam
results, your tutor will help you make the most of feedback from
your teachers. In termly one-to-one discussions, your tutor and
teachers will help you to identify your strengths and work with
you on areas that require development.

There is also further support for students who need it. For
example, in the first year there is an Academic Literacy course, as
well as half-termly study skills courses delivered by our Learning
Mentors. In the second year we have a year-long programme of
Study Skills or Academic Mentoring for students who are finding
work challenging. Students with special educational needs and
disabilities will receive regular help from the Learning Support
Department.
Of course, you will also develop your study skills in your subject
classes and in the subject clinics departments offer to give you
the extra help you may need. In your second year you can
choose to take an Extended Project Qualification, which will
improve your research and presentation skills, and is valued
by universities. In addition, you will have the opportunity to
take non-examined courses and activities which will cultivate
specific skills. There is a wide selection, including the Debating
Society, Model United Nations, Book Club and Thinking Skills,
to name just a few. Throughout your time at Esher, you will
be encouraged to record your skill development which will be
invaluable when you apply to Higher Education or write a CV.

www.esher.ac.uk | Learning To Learn

Maddy
Previous school: Hinchley Wood School
Year: 6.2
Subjects studying: Media Studies, English
Language, and Art and Design
Extension study: College Magazine (6.1) and
EPC (Extended Project Creative)
“At Esher Sixth Form College, you’re able to
experience the freedom of learning as a young
person stepping into adult life. Esher provides
the perfect mix of fun, active learning, and the
independent study you need to excel in the
subjects you’re passionate about. The highlights
from my experience at Esher have been the
supportive, friendly students and teachers as
well as the range of engaging lessons.
Even through the lockdowns in my first year, I
met so many friends who have made the college
experience unforgettable and the teachers put
so much effort into maintaining a compelling
work environment. I found that above all, the
Media Department was most helpful to me and
my studies. The Media teachers consistently
update our online groups with new revision
materials, email articles, give detailed feedback
and set up revision sessions.
Media students are encouraged to push and
challenge themselves for grades they deserve.
This encouragement and support is carried on
into guidance and advice in terms of continuing
education. After talking with my tutor and
teachers, I decided I want to develop my
knowledge of English and Media in more depth
through online courses. I also plan to carry on
building my digital art business, before going to
university and continuing my studies. This choice
was supported by all my teachers, and I know
that there is always someone to talk to for help
in progressing after A levels. For new students
hoping to join Esher Sixth Form College, think
of it as a fresh and exciting start rather than a
continuation of secondary school. Step into it
with confidence and energy. Stay motivated,
stay healthy and stay happy.”
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MEASURING
SUCCESS
Ofsted Inspections
The College was last inspected in May 2008 and was awarded
Grade 1: Outstanding for all areas of our provision. We were
delighted with the outcome, which confirmed our position as
one of the best sixth form colleges in the country. In that time we
have not rested on our laurels and continue to work on our key
strengths, which have been identified as:
•V
 ery high success rates.
•V
 ery good progress of students.
•O
 utstanding teaching and learning.
•O
 utstanding Extension and Enrichment facilities.
•V
 ery good facilities and resources.
•S
 trong commitment to equality of opportunity.
At the time of going to press, we are currently awaiting an Ofsted
inspection. Once the visit has taken place, a link to the full report
will be available to read on our website.
Ofsted continue to monitor our data, including value-added data.
ALPS, an external and independent assessor of value-added
performance, confirms that our students progress beyond
expectation. ALPS data has consistently put Esher Sixth Form
College in the top 15% of all providers nationally and we were
thrilled to be awarded a Certificate of Outstanding Progress for
this achievement.
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KEEPING
IT GREEN

Esher Sixth Form College has a genuine commitment to
environmental issues and strives to adopt a more sustainable
‘footprint’.
We have an Environmental Champion who co-ordinates a
number of initiatives with students and staff including our very
own Green Week – to raise awareness and encourage students
to follow the principles to reduce; reuse; recycle - as well as
on-site recycling and the on-going endeavours of our allotment
and garden site. Around the College, all new picnic benches
are now made from recycled plastic. Our two recent building
projects have sustainability at the heart of their design, being
fitted with air source heat pumps, solar panels, and a timber
structure. We are continuously reviewing our recycling facilities,
recently introducing additional stationery recycling facilities,
which can be found in the LRC.
Our College Café caterers ensure our approach is as
sustainable as possible with regard to food sourcing, wastage
and packaging. The café area uses paper cones, bamboo
cutlery and compostable plant-based hot trays.
Cycling is also actively encouraged. The College now has 300
spaces for bike storage, recently expanded due to student and
staff demand.
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Meet Ed Jones, our
Environmental
Champion and
Teacher of Biology
“Hi! As the College’s Environmental Champion,
I have the privilege of working with students to
improve the College’s sustainability credentials.
We have a vibrant student-led Eco Committee,
which regularly meet to discuss how we can
follow Attenborough’s advice. We are currently
working towards achieving the prestigious Green
Flag award, with students reviewing the College
and developing environmental projects to make
us more eco-friendly. For example, encouraging
bee-friendly meadows. We are always looking for
new members to join our Eco Committee.”
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Moji
“The Physics department have
a “Physics book club” which is
great because it encourages
me to do further reading into
things I am interested in and
broaden my knowledge. ”
Previous school: Thamesmead School
Year: 6.1
Subjects studying: Maths, Physics and
Chemistry
Extension study: Russian (6.1)
“I was really looking forward to coming to Esher.
So far, my experience at the college has not
disappointed me. One of my highlights has to
be the teachers. I like the fact that they have
the confidence in me to let me make my own
decisions and put the work in to hopefully
achieve good A level results.
I like having free periods that I can use to do
work in the library where there are lots of
computers and textbooks available to help me.
Subject clinics are helpful for when I am stuck
on a topic that I can’t get my head around - the
teachers are always happy to help better my
understanding.
The Physics department have a “Physics book
club” which is great because it encourages me to
do further reading into things I am interested in
and broaden my knowledge. As for after college,
I would like to go to university. I enjoy maths a
lot so that will probably play an important part
in which university course I will take. For anyone
thinking about coming to Esher, my advice
would be to stay on top of your work! It will help
in the long term since you won’t be cramming
and stressing right before tests.”

Scan me
to hear
more about
Moji’s Esher
experience
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HOW TO
APPLY

ESHER SIXTH FORM COLLEGE
Weston Green Road
Thames Ditton
Surrey KT7 0JB
t 020 8398 0291
www.esher.ac.uk

Follow us on

Map not to scale - There are excellent transport links to the
College. We are only a 5 minute walk from Thames Ditton
railway station, a 15 minute walk from Esher railway station
and we are close to the A3

The dates you can apply for entry in 2023 are as follows:

Applications are completed online, and those meeting the
guaranteed criteria will automatically result in the offer of a place
at the College. Places will then be allocated to Open Applicants
using a ballot system. As in previous years, the vast majority of
Open Applicants will be offered a place. A number of applicants
will be placed on a reserve list and some applicants may be
unsuccessful. This will be determined by the outcome of a ballot
which will be held on Wednesday 5 October.
Please see our website www.esher.ac.uk/admissions to view
the full Admissions Policy for entry in 2023.

Admission Enquiries
Once you have submitted your online application you will be able
to view the progress of your application throughout the coming
year by logging on to your online account. Our Admissions
Manager will be happy to answer any questions you have about
your application. Please check your online account for regular
updates. If you are placed on the reserve list we will contact you
should a place become available. The Admissions Department
can be emailed at: admissions@esher.ac.uk
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DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
Monday 4 July 2022
• 2023 Applications open online.

Friday 30 September 2022
• 2023 Applications close at midday.

November 2022 – April 2023
•A
 dmission Interviews. You will be informed of
your individual interview two weeks before the
scheduled date. At the interview we will discuss
your proposed Study Programme and help you
to plan the combination of courses that is best
suited to your interests and ambitions. You
will have a further opportunity to update your
course choices during Introduction Day.

January/February 2023
• Information Evenings. These events are for
prospective parent(s)/guardian(s) and are an
opportunity to hear from Dan Hards, Principal
of Esher Sixth Form College, meet the leadership
team, and chat to a panel of current students.
You will be informed of your allocated date
for this event 3-4 weeks before the evening
takes place.

June/July 2023
• Introduction Evening for Parents/Guardians. All prospective parent(s)/
guardian(s) are invited to the College for talks by the leadership team
and to meet the Principal and senior members of staff.

June/July 2023
• Introduction Day for Students. All students who have accepted their
place are invited to come and experience a full day at Esher Sixth Form
College. You will attend several taster sessions in your chosen subjects
and be allocated a temporary tutor for the day who will answer any
questions you may have. It is highly advantageous for all students to
attend this day.

Late August 2023
•E
 nrolment. You will be notified of the exact date and time of your
enrolment interview. This is when your proposed study programme will
be confirmed, providing you have achieved the relevant grades at GCSE.
It is vital that all students attend on the exact date and time that they
have been allocated.

Early September 2023
•Y
 our Start at Esher. Meet your tutor group and the official timetable
starts. You will meet your tutor and have a one-to-one interview as part
of a range of induction activities. There will be plenty of opportunities to
ask any questions you might have. The College timetable will start a few
days later and you will then become a full-time student at Esher Sixth
Form College.
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